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COUNCIL   CANDIDATES'  COMPETITION. 

Please  send  in  postcards  with  seven  names  in  the  course  of 
mext  week.    See  C.  <£•  D.,  April  13,  page  586. 


TRANSATLANTIC  BUSINESS. 

The  Publisher  desires  to  inform  manufacturers  and  wholesalers 
that  the  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  May  25  will 
be  specially  circulated  to  transatlantic  buyers.  Canada,  the  United 
States,  and  the  West  Indies  will  be  thus  covered,  and,  as  export 
business  in  chemicals,  medicines,  and  similar  products  with  these 
countries  is  on  the  increase,  the  circulation  of  May  25  will  be 
a  good  chance  for  improving  the  business  of  those  who  advertise 
in  it. 


Summary 


Mr.  George  B.  Francis  is  this  week's  bird  (p.  686,'. 

The  Winter  Session  is  reviewed  in  an  article  on  p.  690. 

Useful  Hints  and  Notes  on  drug-grinding  are  reported  on 
p.  685. 

"Xrayser"  makes  some  reflections  on  the  Council  candidates' 
views  (p.  687). 

The  Valentine's  Extract  Company  (Limited)  is  to  ba 
wound  up  (p.  682). 

We  print  the  questions  given  at  the  Pereira  Medal  examination 
last  Saturday  (p.  695). 

Some  Particulars  of  the  living  pin-cushion  are  given  by  our 
Paris  correspondent  (p.  677). 

The  Names  of  those  who  passed  the  Major  and  Minor  examina- 
tions in  London  this  month  are  given  on  p.  693. 

Two  Pharmacy  Act  cases  are  reported  on  page  680.  In  one 
case  the  defendant  was  fined,  but  the  Society  withdrew  the  other 
case. 

A  New  Edition  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
Formulary  has  been  published  this  week,  and  is  reviewed  on 
p.  686. 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  has  been  discussed  by 
Newcastleon-Tyne  chemists,  Mr.  Meison  introducing  the  subject 
(p.  684). 

A  Putney  Chemist's  Assistant  dressed  a  cook's  cut  finger, 
and  gangrene  supervened.  The  chemist  has  to  pay  the  cook  75/. 
damages  (p.  679). 

The  last  Students'  Corner  mixture  of  salts  contained  barium 
chloride,  strontium  nitrate,  and  lithium  carbonate.  Dr.  Dobbin's 
report  is  on  p.  672. 

Four  South  London  Chemists  were  charged  on  Thursday  with 
selling  mag.  carb.  pond,  for  mag.  pond.  The  hearing  was 
adjourned  p.  702). 

At  the  Edinburgh  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  chloretone  and  the  varieties  of  ginger  were  the  subjects 
of  discussion  ip.  694). 

A  Chemist  at  Quarry  Bank  has  been  simultaneously  fined 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Weights  and 
Measures  Acts  (p.  680). 

Saccharin  is  the  subject  of  legislation  in  the  German  Reichstag, 
as  well  as  in  the  British  Parliament.  It  is  proposed  to  put  a  duty 
equal  to  36s.  per  lb.  upon  it  p  680 !. 

A  Stormy,  though  Small,  Meeting  of  traders  has  been  held  in 
London  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  Shops  (Early-closing) 
Bill,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  being  one  of  the  speakers  (p.  675). 

A  Meeting  of  Chemists  was  convened  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  at  Southampton  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  Mr.  C.  B. 
Allen  and  others  spoke  about  the  Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  695). 

A  Child  has  died  at  Wellingborough,  and  it  is  supposed  that  a 
cough-mixture  supplied  by  a  local  chemist  contained  poison.  The 
body  was  exhumed  for  the  purposes  of  the  inquiry  (p.  675). 

American  Trade  for  the  year  1900  is  reviewed  on  p.  691.  A 
comparison  is  made  with  the  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
U.S.A.  imports  and  exports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  are  detaded. 

At  the  London  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
Mr  Curator  Holmes  communicated  notes  on  recent  donations  ta 
the  Museum.  The  varieties  of  strophanthus  formed  an  interest- 
ing part  of  the  discussion  (p.  693). 

Mr.  Thornton,  one  of  the  original  partners  of  Thornton  & 
Pickard  (Limited),  has  been  restrained  by  the  High  Court 
from  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  photographic  films,  as  being 
contrary  to  his  agreement  with  the  company  (p  679). 

It  is  reported  by  the  Times  that  the  Traders'  Poisons  Bill  will 
shortly  be  introduced  into  Parliament  (p.  680);  but  Mr.  Dobbs, 
who  addressed  a  meeting  of  iro  imongers  at  Birmingham  on  the 
subject,  does  not  say  so,  although  he  claims  the  support  of  the 
Times  (p.  678). 

The  Budget  proposes  a  tax  of  4s.  2d.  per  cwt.  on  sugar.  Is.  8<7- 
per  cwt.  on  glucose,  and  Is.  3(7.  per  oz.  on  saccharin,  as  well  as  an 
addition  of  2d.  to  the  income-tax  (p.  704).  On  p.  688  we  discuss 
the  provisions,  and  show  how  peculiarly  the  sugar-tax  will  fall 
upon  medicinal  products. 

Business  has  been  brisker  in  crude  drugs  this  week  owing  to 
the  resumption  of  the  auctions.  A  combination  has  been  formed 
in  glycerin  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  lessen  the  keen  competition 
among  refiners.  Almond  o  1  is  lower,  citric  acid  is  easier,  and 
quinine  is  cheaper  in  second  hands  (p.  698). 
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Corner  for  Stuoenta. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Dear  Mr.  Editor,— 
In  entering  upon  the  management  of  the  Students'  Corner, 
which  Mr.  Moss  has  conducted  so  ably  and  with  such 
universal  acceptance  for  more  than  thirty  years,  I  recognise 
that  I  succeed  to  a  goodly  heritage,  which  owes  its  goodliness 
almost  entirely  to  his  unwearied  labours.  To  you,  Mr 
Editor,  my  thanks  are  especially  due  for  the  confidence  you 
have  shown  in  me  by  inviting  me  to  become  Mr.  Moss's 
successor.  To  the  different  writers  in  your  issue  of  March  30 
who  were  good  enough  to  say  kind  things  about  me  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say  that  I  very  highly  appreciate  their  com- 
plimentary remarks  To  the  students  who  at  present  are,  or 
who  intend  to  become,  competitors,  I  would  intimate  that 
while  no  departure  from  the  old  and  well-tried  lines  is  in 
contemp'ation  at  present,  it  shall  be  my  endeavour  to  main- 
tain, and  if  possible  to  extend,  the  admitted  usefulness  of 
the  Corner  as  an  educational  agency.  At  the  outset  I  would 
venture  to  express  the  hope  that  competitors  who  find  their 
names  far  down  in  the  list  in  any  particular  competition  may 
not  be  discouraged  thereby,  but  that,  remembering  that  there 
are  fresh  vacancies  at  the  top  of  the  list  on  each  occasion, 
they  will  try  again  and  persevere  deligently  with  a  view  to 
attaining  higher  places  later  on. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Edinburgh,  April  22.  Leonard  Dobbin. 


Students,  please  note.    All  communications  should  be  addressed 

to  the  Editor  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 

Street,  London,  E.C. 
All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 

addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 

The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not  to 

be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic 
examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and 
proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the 
only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  April  30, 
and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  May  11. 
Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of  the  work 
done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents  detected. 
In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  accidental  impurity 
should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential  constituents  of 
the  salts  composing  the  mixture.  Students  may  adopt 
pseudonyms,  but  their  names  and  addresses  must  also 
accompany  their  reports  (see  above). 

Reports. 

The  powder  distributed  to  students  on  April  4  contained 
5  parts  of  crystallised  barium  chloride,  5  parts  of  dried 
strontium  nitrate,  and  1  part  of  lithium  carbonate. 
The  calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is  — 

Ba  25-6 

Sr   18-8 

Li    1-7 


JNU5  26-6 

C03   7-4 

H20   6-7 

100-0 

Calcium,  which  was  present  in  small  quantity,  was  the 
only  noteworthy  impurity. 


Samples  of  the  powder  were  sent  out  to  90  applicants,  and 
44  reports  of  analysis  were  received  in  reply. 

The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  several  constituents 
of  the  powder  were:— (a)  Metallic  radicals:  Barium,  3; 
strontium,  4 ;  lithium,  34.  (b)  Acid  radicals :  Hydro- 
chloric, 1 ;  nitric,  4  ;  carbonic,  3. 

The  most  notable  point  in  connection  with  the  reports 
sent  in  by  correspondents  was  the  remarkably  large  propor- 
tion of  failures  to  detect  lithium.  The  quantity  pre-ent  was 
somewhat  small,  but  the  bright  crimson  flame-coloratioD, 
which  was  quite  easily  observed  when  a  drop  of  the  filtrate 
from  the  barium  group  was  held  on  a  platinum  wire  in  the 
Bunsen  flame,  ought  to  have  leQ  a  larger  number  of  com- 
petitors to  susp9ct  its  presence  than  was  actually  the  case. 
Several  correspondents  state  that  there  was  no  residue  when 
this  filtrate  was  evaporated  to  dryness  and  the  ammonium 
salts  were  driven  off  by  heating.  This  was  an  error,  how- 
ever: a  small  but  distinct  residue  was  left,  and  it  consisted 
almost  entirely  of  lithium  chloride.  The  small  proportion 
of  correspondents  who  were  in  a  position  to  make  a  spectro- 
scopic examination  of  the  flame-colour  obtainable  from 
the  original  powder  had  no  difficulty  in  recognising  the 
presence  of  lithium.  Quite  a  number  of  students  omitted 
to  apply  any  test  that  could  have  led  to  its  detection,  and 
do  not  appear  to  have  considered  the  possibility  of  its  beiDg 
present. 

The  accurate  separation  of  the  metallic  radicals  of  the 
barium  group  from  one  another  is  not  so  simple  as  nearly  all 
our  correspondents  seem  to  suppose.  The  precipitation  of 
the  barium  as  chromate  from  the  solution  obtained  by  dis- 
solving the  mixed  carbonates  in  acetic  acid  is  very  nearly 
complete,  although  when  strontium  is  present  the  precipitate 
always  contains  some  strontium  chromate.  The  removal  of 
the  remainder  of  the  strontium  from  the  filtrate,  as  sulphate, 
by  the  addition  of  salphuric  acid  or  other  soluble  sulphate, 
is  at  bast  only  a  poor  approxima'ion,  since  strontium 
sulphate  is  quite  appreciably  soluble  in  such  solutions,  and 
some  strontium  accordingly  remains  in  the  filtrate,  and  may 
subsequently  be  mistaken  for  calcium.  The  only  compara- 
tively satisfactory  separation  of  strontium  and  calcium  is 
effected  by  dissolving  the  mixed  carbonates  in  dilute  nitric 
acid,  evaporating  the  solution  to  dryness  (care  being  taken 
not  to  decompose  the  nitrates  by  overheating  them),  and 
extracting  the  calcium  nitrate  from  the  residue  by  means  of 
a  very  small  quantity  of  nearly  absolute  alcohol.  The 
strontium  nitrate  remains  practically  undissolved  by  this 
solvent. 

Very  few  competitors  reported  water  as  a  constituent  of 
the  powder.  When  water  is  found  during  the  course  of 
the  analysis  it  should  always  be  included  in  the  list  of  con- 
stituents. 

The  behaviour  of  the  substance  to  litmus-paper  pre- 
sented a  point  of  some  interest.  The  aqueous  extract  was 
neutral,  whereas  a  distinct  alkaline  reaction  was  observed 
when  a  little  of  the  powder  was  placed  upon  a  piece  of 
moistened  litmus-paper.  The  latter  effect  was  due  to  those 
particles  of  lithium  carbonate  which  dissolved  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  paper,  and  turned  it  blue  before  interaction 
with  barium  chloiide  took  place,  and  gave  rise  to  insoluble 
barium  carbonate  and  neutral  lithium  chloride.  The  aqueous 
extract  did  not  contain  any  carbonate. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 

J.  Crake,  16  Bridge  Street,  Morpeth. 
The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

James. Duncan,  65  Heaton  Park  RoaJ,  Heaton,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 
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Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 


J.  Crake  (1st  prize)  ... 

98 

P.  C.  Brett  

...  86 

James  Duncan  (2nd  prizs) 

97 

"Dptiripri  t\  (\  n  m 

-IS  CSUCI  UMllLU.lJ.1  ■•• 

86 

Pinus  Sylvestris  ...  ... 

95 

Excelsior    •••  ■■■ 

...  86 

Irwell         ...       ...  ... 

93 

T  PI  r  1  1 11  Til 

1  1   I'M  It'.  1  ... 

86 

E.  H.  Harry   

92 

Alex  T.  FEope 

...  85 

I  ol  an  the      ...        «.*  ... 

91 

H.  s. 

85 

W.  Maxwell 

91 

Thistle 

85 

Omega  1st  ...       ...  ... 

91 

Lai  

...  84 

91 

J.  M. 

84 

Epoc  ..       ...       .*•  ... 

90 

Hplnfnl 

81 

Sidonal      ...       •••  ... 

90 

p.  w. 

81 

Spss ...       ...       ■••  ■•• 

90 

XjSiCtiiiCct 

80 

Test-tube 

90 

J.  H.  Davies 

76 

Thyloses     ...       ...  ... 

90 

H  C.  P.     ...  ... 

...  75 

Amar 

89 

Separation  

...  73 

H.  M.  Winton   

89 

T.  R.  B  

...  70 

James  R.  Stott   

88 

Nemo 

...  70 

Anilin  ... 

87 

W.  H.  P  

...  68 

Cambium  ... 

87 

Phenol   

...  66 

E.  G.  Fuller   

87 

Aurum 

...  56 

Westminster 

87 

Salophen 

...  52 

Awn  Rhagom 

86 

Carolus 

...  48 

To  Correspondents. 

First  Prize.— Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
noi  greatly  exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Second  Prize.— Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five 
shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
naming  the  book  or  books  they  select. 

Yerac. — You  gave  no  confirmatory  evidence  of  the  presence  of 
lithium.  It  was  impossible  to  establish  the  presence  of  a  car- 
bonate in  the  original  substance  by  boiling  the  latter  with  sodium 
hydroxide,  neutralising  with  hydrochloric  acid,  and  then  adding 
magnesium  sulphate  or  ferric  chloride.  Bear  in  mind  that  a 
solution  of  sodium  carbonate  (which  you  appear  to  have  aimed  at 
getting)  is  not  neutral,  but  strongly  alkaline  ;  that  the  original 
substance  contained  more  than  enough  barium-group  metals  to 
precipitate  all  the  carbonic  radical  present  (as  well,  probably,  as 
that  added  by  you  in  the  form  of  an  impurity  in  your  sodium 
hydroxide)  as  insoluble  carbonates ;  and  that  the  magnesium 
sulphate  was  certain  to  yield  a  precipitate  of  barium  sulphate, 
since  the  presence  of  barium  had  already  been  proved. 

Test-tube.— See  last  sentence  of  reply  to  "Lai."  Kindly 
attend  to  rules  printed  above. 

Cambium.— You  need  not  test  for  carbonate  in  the  solution  you 
have  obtained  by  boiling  ihe  original  substance  with  sodium  car- 
bonate.   Kindly  attend  to  rules  printed  above. 

E.  G.  Fuller. — You  endeavoured  to  confirm  the  presence  of 
carbonate  by  adding  magnesium  sulphate  to  the  "  original 
solution,"  but  you  do  not  s*y  whether  the  latter  was  the  aqueous 
extract  from  the  original  powder  or  the  prepared  solution  for  acid 
radicals  (obtained  by  boiling  the  original  substance  with  sodium 
carbonate).  If  you  employed  the  former,  the  precipitate  consisted 
of  barium  sulphate ;  if  the  latter,  you  were  certain  to  obtain  a 
reaction  due  to  carbonate,  whether  this  was  present  in  the  original 
powder  or  not. 

Westminster. — You  should  have  given  particulars  of  all  your 
tests  for  acid  radicals.  In  their  absence  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  whether  your  methods  were  either  accurate  or  ex- 
haustive. 

Awn  Rhagom. — Your  report  leaves  too  much  to  the  imagination 
of  the  reader.  You  should  in  all  cases  give  your  inferences  from 
the  observations  you  make  besides  describing  the  observations 
themselves.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  state  that  certain  substances 
were  tested  for  without  results  :  the  methods  employed  should  be 
stated  also. 

P.  C.  Brett.— The  reactions  you  attributed  to  cerium  were 
probably  due  to  impurities  in  some  of  the  reagents  you  employed. 
Carry  out  some  experiments  with  your  reagents  alone,  and  ascer- 
tain, if  you  can,  where  the  trouble  originates. 

Desperavdum.— The  brown  ring  obtained  in  the  ferrous-sul- 
phate test  for  nitrates  is  due  to  nitric  oxide  uniting  with  ferrous 
sulphate,  not  to  brown  nitrogen  peroxide.  You  omitted  any 
preliminary  examination  of  the  powder. 

Excelsior.— The  odour  you  mistook  for  that  of  sulphurous 
anhydride  was  due  to  hydrochloric  acid.  Boil  a  little  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid  alone,  and  observe  the  odour  which  is  perceptible 
at  the  mouth  of  the  tube. 

Iridium  and  Aurum— See  first  part  of  reply  to  "  Lai." 


H.  S. — See  first  part  of  reply  to  "  Lai."  You  omitted  to  give  a 
list  of  the  constituents  you  detected. 

Thistle. — The  observations  that  the  aqueous  solution  was 
strongly  alkaline,  and  that  it  gave  a  dark-brown  precipitate  with 
silver  nitrate,  appear  to  be  explicable  only  on  the  supposition  that, 
in  making  this  solution,  you  employed  a  portion  of  the  powder 
which  had  been  previously  heated  to  redness. 

Lal. — The  trace  of  sulphuric  radical  which  you  found  almost 
certainly  came  from  the  sodium  carbonate  which  you  employed  in 
preparing  the  solution  for  acid  radicals.  You  should  be  particular 
to  examine  this  reagent  for  traces  of  sulphates  and  of  chlorides. 
A  somewhat  large  quantity  of  the  powder,  when  examined  in  the 
manner  you  describe,  failed  to  give  any  indication  of  ammonia. 

J.  M. — You  included  carbonate  in  the  list  of  acid  radicals 
found,  but  you  omitted  to  mention  the  evidence  of  its  presence  in 
the  powder. 

Helpful. — You  will  find  it  most  helpful  to  make  up  a  mixture 
having  the  composition  as  stated  in  the  introduction,  and  to 
practise  with  it  until  you  can  detect  its  various  constituents  with 
ease  and  certainty. 

F.  W.  and  Lactuca. — Kindly  attend  to  rules  printed  at  the 
head  of  the  Corner. 

T.  R.  B. — Many  persons  regard  as  "  pleasant "  the  odour  of  hot 
S.V.R.,  even  in  the  absence  of  sulphuric  acid  (not  to  mention  the 
absence  of  an  acetate).  Try  the  S.V.R.  and  sulphuric-acid  test 
with  known  substances  which  do,  and  with  others  which  do  not. 
contain  an  acetate,  taking  care  to  add  very  little  alcohol :  a 
single  drop  is  often  more  than  enough.  Methylated  spirit  must 
not  be  used,  as  its  odour  masks  the  characteristic  odour  of 
ethyl  acetate. 

Nemo.— See  reply  to  "  H.  S." 

W.  H.  P. — The  precipitate  you  obtained  on  adding  potassium 
hydroxide  to  the  aqueous  extract  and  mistook  for  aluminium 
hydroxide  consisted  of  carbonates  of  the  barium  group,  and  was 
due  to  potassium  carbonate  present  as  impurity  in  your  reagent, 
See  first  part  of  reply  to  "  Lal." 

Phenol. — The  film  you  mistook  for  a  metallic  film  in  the  pre- 
liminary examination  probably  consisted  of  soot  deposited  from  a 
too  luminous  Bunsen  flame,  but  such  a  film  would  not  dissolve 
in  nitric  acid.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  your  failure  to  observe 
the  evolution  of  chlorine  when  the  mixture  was  heated  with 
manganese  peroxide  and  concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  or  to 
account  for  the  reactions  for  zinc  and  for  cyanides  which  you 
describe. 

Cakolus.— The  platinic-chloride  reaction,  which  you  attributed 
to  potassium,  was  due  to  the  presence  of  ammonium  salts,  which 
ought  to  have  been  previously  driven  off  by  heating  sufficiently 
strongly.  The  iron  you  detected  was  probably  an  impurity  in 
some  of  your  reagents.  Read  the  replies  to  P.  C.  Brett,  "  Lal," 
and  "  Helpful." 


Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Torrington  Town  Council  has  accepted  the  tender  of  Mr. 
J.  J.  Handford  for  the  supply  of  carbolic  acid  at  Is.  8$d. 
per  gal. 

At  the  North  Riding  Police  Court  on  April  18  a  Snainton 
grocer  was  fined  10s.,  including  costs,  for  selling  weak  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre. 

The  Dartford  Urban  Council  at  its  last  meeting  approved 
of  plans  for  the  erection  of  new  machine  and  packing  rooms 
for  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Phoenix  Mills, 
Dartford. 

Thomas  Chalon,  described  as  an  ex-bank-manager,  has 
been  again  remanded  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  1/.  by  false 
pretences  from  Mr.  W,  Hartle,  chemist  and  druggist,  Snow 
Hill,  Hanley. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  Holman,  Ham  &  Co.  for  the  supply 
of  disinfectants  to  the  Exeter  City  Council  has  been  accepted, 
as  well  as  another  tender  from  the  same  firm  for  the  supply 
of  drugs  and  mineral-waters  for  the  sanatorium  for  twelve 
months. 

James  Biscoe,  a  carman  formerly  in  the  employ  of  Messrs 
R.  Hyde  &  Oo.  (Limited),  bird-food  specialists,  Camberwell' 
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S.E.,  has  been  sent  to  prison  for  six  weeks  with  hard  labour 
for  stealing  a  quantity  of  bird-food,  valued  at  13s.  3d.,  from 
his  employers. 

William  Yetton,  the  man  who  periodically  smashes  the 
window  of  Messrs.  Schacht,  Warner  &  Co.'s  shop  at  55  Fore 
Street,  E.O.,  has  been  sentenced  to  eighteen  months'  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour. 

On  Saturday  last  the  students  of  the  Leeds  College  of 
Pharmacy  began  their  fortnightly  botanical  excursions  by  a 
trip  to  Bolton  Abbey.  The  Principal,  Mr.  F.  Pilkinglon 
Sargeant,  went  with  them.  The  annual  excursion  to 
Windermere  will  take  place  on  May  27. 

A  Parliamentary  paper,  issued  on  April  20,  contains  an 
agreement,  which  was  signed  at  Paris  on  October  10,  1900, 
additional  to  the  convention  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  France  of  December  8,  1882,  relative  to  the  exchange  of 
telegraph  money  orders  between  the  two  countries. 

At  Exeter  Police  Court  on  April  22  Frank  Storey,  engine- 
driver,  Percy  George  Seward,  Edward  James  Hill,  and 
Frederick  Thomas  Finch,  firemen,  were  committed  for  trial 
on  a  charge  of  stealing  from  a  truck  at  St.  David's  station, 
Exeter,  one  bottle  of  Vichy  water,  value  Is.,  being  part 
of  a  consignment  to  Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  wholesale 
druggists,  Exeter. 

Iq  the  report  which  has  been  issued  on  the  fatal  accident 
at  a  Denton  hat-factory,  when  fourteen  persons  were  killed 
and  fifty-one  injured  by  an  explosion  of  methylated-spirit 
vapour  and  air,  no  blame  is  attributed  to  anyone,  but  it  is 
strongly  recommended  that  steps  be  taken  to  bring  the 
operation  of  drying  hats  under  Section  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  and  special  rules. 

Thomas  Harvey  (28),  a  labourer,  was  indicted  at  the  Essex 
Quarter  Sessions  last  week  for  stealing  five  cases  of  extract 
of  meat,  valued  751.,  the  property  of  the  Atlantic  Transport 
Company.  The  prisoner,  who  pleaded  not  guilty,  stated  on 
oafh  that  he  bought  the  meat-extract  from  a  man  at  Dart- 
ford  for  50s.,  on  the  understanding  that  the  cases  contained 
tins  of  castor  oil.  He  was  found  guilty,  and  sent  to  gaol 
for  two  months  with  hard  labour. 

At  Darlington  County  Court  on  April  18  an  action  was 
brought  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Chipchase,  printer,  Darlington,  against 
Messrs.  Plews  &  Spurr,  manufacturing  chemists,  Ashington, 
Northumberland,  to  recover  501.  in  respect  of  damages  for 
breach  of  contract  in  respect  to  an  order  for  500,000 
seidlitz-powder  envelopes.  On  behalf  of  the  defendants  it 
was  submitted  that  only  60,000  were  ordered,  and  that  the 
remainder  of  the  order  had  been  cancelled.  A  verdict  for 
45Z ,  the  price  of  300,000,  was  accepted  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
judgment  was  entered  accordingly,  with  costs. 

The  Early-closing  Question. 

A  lively  scene  was  witnessed  at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel 
on  April  22  at  a  meeting  called  to  discuss  the  question  of 
early  closing  by  means  of  legislation.  The  meeting  was 
convened  by  the  Traders'  Defence  Committee,  who  had  held 
a  fairly  successful  meeting  at  the  same  hotel  on  the 
previous  Monday,  and  had  passed  resolutions  against  Lord 
Avebury's  Bill.  Mr.  J.  M.  Klenck  presided  over  a  gathering 
of  about  fifty  persons,  many  of  whom  it  was  soon  evident 
weie  not  in  sympathy  with  the  object  for  which  the  meeting 
was  called.  A  resolution  against  the  Bill  was  moved  by 
Mr.  A.  Pomeroy,  L.C.C.  (a  draper).  The  speaker  (who  was 
several  times  interrupted)  contended  that  it  was  the  small 
shopkeeper  who  would  be  injured  by  the  carrying  of  the 
measure,  and  if  some  3,000  people  were  to  coerce  2,000  the 
minority  would  be  placed  in  a  dangerous  position.  Mr. 
Richards  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Ambler.  The  latter  speaker  charged  Mr.  Stacey  (Secre- 
tary of  the  Early-closing  Association)  with  creating  a 
disturbance  amid  increasing  protests.  Mr.  John  Williams 
(grocer)  moved  an  amendment  declaring  shop-hours  to  be 
too  long,  and  calling  upon  the  Government  to  legislate.  Mr. 
Needham  (as  a  small  shopkeeper)  seconded  the  amendment, 
and  Mr.  Elliott,  L.C.C,  having  addressed  the  meetingin sup- 
port of  the  Bill,  the  Chairman  was  proceeding  to  put  the  amend- 
ment when  Mr.  Stacey,  who  had  been  previously  granted  a 
hearing,  mounted  the  table  and  was  proceeding  to  address  the 
Press  when  a  great  uproar  ensued.  A  policeman  was  fetched 


in,  and  while  Mr.  Stacey  was  arguing  with  the  policeman  he 
was  hustled  off  the  table.  It  looked  as  if  a  free  fight  would 
ensue,  and  great  excitement  prevailed,  but  the  combatants 
were  eventually  separated.  The  Chairman  then  put  it  to  the 
meeting  as  to  whether  the  discussion  should  continue,  and  a 
vote  in  the  affirmative  was  passed.  Mr.  Stacey  then  addressed 
the  meeting,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Harris  (Secretary  of 
the  committee  convening  the  meeting),  who  strenuously 
opposed  Mr.  Stecey's  contentions.  Peace  was  not  restored1 
until  the  clarion  voice  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  heard 
announcing  his  name,  and  the  fact  that  he  is  a  retail! 
chemist  in  the  East  India  Dock  Road,  Poplar.  He  did 
not  represent  a  large  business  or  a  great  number  of 
businesses,  he  said,  nor  was  he  interested  in  any 
association  which  had  for  its  object  the  closing  of  shops. 
He  had  no  interest  in  the  dispute  which  had  apparently  gone 
on  between  two  rival  Associations  that  afternoon.  (No, 
no.)  A  good  deal  of  discussion  had  taken  place  about 
associations.  It  was  possible  and  probable  that  the  majority 
of  those  present  objected  to  coercion,  but  he  had  never  wit- 
nessed a  finer  example  of  what  he  considered  rightful  coercion 
than  that  afternoon,  when  a  very  large  minority  had  given  way 
to  a  small  majority  to  allow  the  discussion  to  continue. 
He  believed  in  government  by  majorities,  and  was  of  opinion 
that  the  apparent  obstacles  brought  forward  at  that  meeting 
against  Lord  Avebury's  Bill  were  not  unsurmountable.  He 
agreed  that  a  two-thirds  majority  ought  not  to  rule  one-third, 
but  they  ought  to  make  it  possible  that  there  should  be  a 
larger  majority.  Personally  he  had  tried  the  arrangement  of 
closing  shops  by  voluntary  arrangement  in  his  own  district, 
and  he  knew  that  the  attempt  in  his  own  trade  had  led  to 
more  bad  blood  than  anything  he  knew  of.  He  knew  in 
certain  districts  that  the  so-called  voluntary  effort  was 
coercion,  and  coercion  of  the  worst  kind.  He  might  be 
asked,  "Why  don't  you  close  your  shop ? "  His  answer  was 
that  he  had  not  nineteen  or  twenty  shops,  and  he  could  not 
afford  to  give  any  advantages  to  his  competitors  It  was 
said  they  would  injure  the  small  shopkeepers,  but  he  had 
not  heard  the  small  shopkeepers  against  the  Bill,  and  he 
thought  the  public  had  been  marvellously  quiet.  (Laughter.) 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  people  most  in  earnest  in  trying 
to  prevent  that  desirable  Act  going  through  were  the  men  in 
good  positions  themselves.  He  went  down  to  the  Committee 
to  hear  the  evidence  of  Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple,  and  that 
gentleman  asked,  "  Are  you  going  to  allow  the  large  shop- 
keepers to  coerce  the  small  ones  ?  "  Lord  Avebury  pointed  out 
that  the  small  shopkeepers  were  in  the  majority,  and  then 
Sir  J.  Blundell  said,  "Are  you  going  to  allow  the  small  shop- 
keepers to  coerce  the  big  men  ?  "  (Laughter.)  A  vote 
was  then  taken,  but  the  result  was  challenged  by  Mr. 
Stacey,  whom  Mr.  Elliott  denounced  as  a  paid  agitator.  A 
second  vote  proved  that  the  amendment  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority.  Further  resolutions  were  amicably  passed, 
the  belligerents  having  left  to  hold  meetings  in  various  parts 
of  London  and  the  country  to  protest  against  compulsory 
closing. 

Is  your  Phosphate  Bight  ? 
Owing  to  four  samples  of  phosphate  of  soda  having  been 
declared  by  the  public  analyst  of  Chester  (Mr.  W.  F.  Lowe) 
to  contain  arsenic,  the  City  Council  has  resolved  not  to 
prosecute  the  vendors  but  to  call  upon  every  chemist  and 
druggist  to  satisfy  himself  of  the  absolute  purity  of  his  stock. 
This  course  has  been  adopted  because  it  was  thought  that 
the  presence  o  arsenic  was  purely  accidental. 

Fighting  Diphtheria. 

ed  at  reat  Baddon,  Essex,  the  other  day  from  a 
severe  ttack  of  d  phtheria.  Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh,  the  medical 
officer  of  health,  promptly  injected  antitoxin  into  all  those 
brought  in  contact  with  the  patient.  No  further  case  has 
been  notified,  and  Dr.  Thresh,  with  a  view  to  finding  out  the 
probable  cause  of  the  infection  is  makiDg  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  materials  with  which  the  deceased 
worked. 

Cricket  Fixtures. 

The  Aldersgate  C.C.  (Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons)  have  a 
strong  list  of  match-fixtures  for  the  ensuing  year,  chiefly 
with  wholesale  houses  in  the  soft-goods  trade  who  have  their 
places  of  business  in  and  about  St.  Paul's  Churchyard.  Mr. 
W.  T.  Maw  is  captain,  Mr.  H.  A.  Hopley  vice-captain,  and 
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Mr.  Thomas  Masters  hoi?,  secretary,  and  tie  k round  is  at 
Tufnell  Park. 

Suspected  StrychLine-poisoning. 

The  death  of  a  four-year-old  child  named  Agnes  Rjbina 
Robinson,  at  Wellingborough,  is  suspected  to  have  been  due  to 
strychnine  contained  in  a  bottle  of  cough-mixture  supplied 
by  Mr.  O.  E.  Tresize,  chemist,  Wellingborough.  Suspicions 
of  strychnine-poisoning  were  not  aroused  until  after  the 
funeral.  The  mixture  was  analysed,  and,  it  is  reported,  was 
found  to  contain  strychnine.  Consequently  an  order  was 
obtained  for  the  exhumation  of  the  body  of  the  child,  and 
the  inquest  was  opened  at  Wellingborough  on  April  18.  The 
Coroner  said  according  to  the  evidence  collected  for  him  the 
mother  of  the  child  bought  some  cough-mixture  for  the 
deceased  on  March  22,  as  it  had  a  troublesome  cougb.  The 
mother  gave  some  of  the  mixture  to  the  child,  and  it  was  at 
once  seized  with  convulsions  and  died  in  two  hours.  A  doctor 
gave  a  certificate  of  death  from  natural  causes,  and  the 
child  wa^  buried  on  March  26.  Suspicions  concerning  the 
mixture  seemed  to  have  been  mentioned  at  the  funeral,  and 
it  was  re-olved  to  have  it  analysed.  It  was  sent  to  London, 
and  on  analysis  was  found  to  contain  strychnine.  Under 
those  circumstances  he  deemed  it  advisable  to  communicate 
with  the  police.  From  the  evidence  they  obtained  he  felt 
justified  in  having  the  body  exhumed  and  subjected  to  a 
post-mortem  examination.  Evidence  was  given  by  Alfred 
Goodman,  a  neighbour  of  deceased  child's  parents,  who  said 
he  was  present  at  the  exhumation  and  identified  the  body. 
On  the  ni^hc  the  child  died  he  was  at  the  house  for  about 
an  hour.  As  he  was  leaving  a  bottle  was  pointed  out  to 
him,  and  he  was  asked  to  take  it  away  out  of  Mrs.  Johnson's 
sight.  He  took  the  bottle  home,  and  put  it  in  a  safe  place. 
The  bottle  remained  there  until  the  night  of  the  funeral,  and 
he  was  satisfied  nobody  touched  it  durirg  the  time  it  was  in 
his  possession.  It  was  securely  corked,  and  bore  the  name 
of  Mr.  0.  E.  Tresize.  The  bottle  was  three-parts  full  of  a 
clear  liquid.  On  the  day  of  the  funeral  he  returned  the 
bottle  to  the  father  of  the  child  in  the  same  state  as  he 
received  it. 

Dr.  H.  Hollis,  Wellingborough,  who  made  the  post-mortem 
examination,  said  there  was  nothing  to  show  the  presence  of 
strychnine  in  the  body,  but  solution  of  strychnine  would  not 
be  apparent.  Anyone  who  died  of  strychnine-poison  was 
convulsed,  but  the  symptoms  were  not  so  marked  as  in 
ordinary  convulsions.  He  would  not  have  expected  to  see 
arched  feet  and  clerched  hands,  however,  if  the  child  had 
succumbed  to  simp'e  convulsions. 

The  inquest  was  adjourned  until  May  2  in  order  that  the 
viscera  and  contents  might  be  examined  by  Dr.  Stevenson 
the  Government  analyst. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

It  is  stated  that  Tates,  of  cube-sugar  fame,  nave  made  a 
million  sterling  on  the  result  of  the  Budget,  and  that 
Cadbury's  have  also  benefited  by  judicious  sugar-purchases. 

Professor  Frankland  has  been  appointed  President  of  the 
Chemical  Section  of  the  Royal  Institution  of  Public  Health 
at  the  Congress  arranged  to  be  held  at  Eastbourne  in  July 
next. 

The  Mr.  Chater  whose  pholo.  appeared  in  the  C.  $  D. 
last  week  used  to  be  an  assistant  in  Southall's  shop  ;  and 
Mr.  Thompson,  his  partner,  is  also  a  Birmingham  man,  and 
perhaps  he,  too,  was  an  assistant  the  re  ;  his  brother  certainly 
was.  Mr.  Chater  went  with  Mr.  Denbam  to  the  Antipodes. 
Both  have  done  well :  the  latter  became  a  professor  of 
materia  me  ica  and  pharmacy  at  one  of  the  universities 
out  there  He  was  in  charge  of  the  chemical-apparatus 
department  at  Southall's  before  leavirg  Birmingham. 

To  celebrate  the  inauguration  of  their  new  premises  at 
Crown  Buildings,  Corporation  Street,  Birmingham,  Messrs. 
Cuxson  Gerrard  &  Co  ,  surgical-dressings  manufacturers,  of 
Oldbury  and  Birmingham,  entertained  a  large  party  of 
fiiends  to  a  reception  and  dance  at  the  new  premises  on 
Apiil  17.  In  the  course  of  a  most  enjoyable  evening,  pre- 
sentations were  made  to  Mrs.  Cuxson  and  Mrs.  Gerrard 
(wives  of  the  principals)  of  elegant  and  delicately-ctased 
gold  medals  cast  in  commemoration  of  the  occasion.  On 
the  evening  following  the  whole  of  the  employes  of  the  firm 
were  invited  to  share  in  the  festivities  by  their  employer?. 


Mr.  E  J.  George,  the  late  manager  (who  is  succeeded  by  Mr 
C.  W.  Wit'),  upon  the  occasion  of  his  severing  his  connection 
with  the  firm  was  presented,  on  behalf  of  the  principals,  with 
a  gold  medallion  bearing  the  monogram  of  the  firm  and  suit- 
ably inscribed,  and,  on  behalf  of  the  staff,  with  a  marble 
time-piece  also  bearing  an  inscription. 

The  Supply  of  Workhouse  Drugs. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  South  Stoneham  Board  of  Guardians 
on  April  17  the  application  by  Dr.  H.  Knight,  district  medical 
officer,  for  an  annual  sum  to  cover  the  supply  of  drugs  to 
out-patients  was  considered.  The  doctor  had  staged  that 
the  lowest  estimate  he  could  place  upon  the  drugs  he  sup- 
plied was  407.  to  457.  per  year,  while  his  salary  was  907.  per 
annum.  The  Clerk  informed  the  Board  that  he  had  found, 
on  examining  the  books,  that  last  year  Dr.  Knight  received 
219?.  13s.  Id.,  as  follows: — 1087.  6s  Qd.  for  vaccinations, 
221.  Is.  Id.  extra  medical  fees,  and  907.  fixed  salary.  The 
Chairman  said  Dr.  Knight  ought  to  have  mentioned  these 
extra  payments  when  making  his  application,  and  it  was 
decided  to  ask  him  whether  he  had  considered  those  items 
when  asking  the  Board  to  pay  his  drug-bill. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Barrow  Board  of  Guardians  on  April  17 
Mr.  S.  Taylor  moved  that  none  but  qualified  chemists  and 
druggists  be  asked  to  supply  drugs  to  the  workhouse.  His 
contention  was  that  the  pauper  was  entitled  to  the  same 
measure  of  protection  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  the 
general  public.  Dr.  Booth  was  entirely  in  sympathy  with 
the  motion,  as  he  thought  they  ought  as  a  matter  of  principle 
to  protect  those  who  studied  and  qualified  as  chemists 
against  unqualified  men.  Mr.  R.  T.  Taylor  opposed  the 
resolution,  and  Councillor  Cox  pointed  out  that  an  unqualified 
shopkeeper  was  bound  to  have  a  qualified  person  in  charge. 
Moreover,  chemists  themselves,  he  said,  had  unqualified 
assistants  whom  they  often  left  temporarily  in  charge. 
Dr.  Anderson  also  had  a  word  to  say  for  unqualified  traders 
being  of  opinion  that  so  long  as  persons  were  permitted  by 
law  to  supply  drugs  to  the  public  through  a  qualified 
assistant  they  should  be  allowed  to  supply  drugs  to  the 
workhouse  Another  member  asked  who  would  be  respon- 
sible supposing  a  mishap  took  place  in  connection  with  the 
drugs  supplied  by  an  unqualified  fiim.  Mr.  S.  Taylor 
asserted  that  the  Guardians  would  be  held  responsible  for 
employing  unqualified  men.  Ultimately  Mr.  Taylor's 
motion  was  negatived  by  six  votes  to  three. 

Fires. 

On  April  18  a  fire  broke  out  upon  the  premises  of  Mr.  R. 
A.  Metcalf,  chemist  and  druggist.  Norfolk  Street,  King's 
Lynn.  It  originated  in  the  drug-warehouse,  and,  the  fire- 
brigade  attending  promptly,  the  outbreak  was  soon  subdued, 
but  not  before  1507.  worth  of  damage  had  been  done. 

The  Wilson  line  steamer,  Ontario,  of  Hull,  put  back  into 
Queenstown  on  February  24,  with  a  fire  in  her  hold.  The 
captain  and  crew  could  not  get  at  the  seat  of  the  fire  owing 
to  the  danger  of  suffocation  from  the  fumes  of  arsenic  which 
formed  part  of  the  cargo,  and  he  put  back  to  unload. 

Early  in  the  evening  of  April  24,  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Jordan  &  Co.,  Bermondsey,  drug-grinders  and  f  ullers'-earth 
merchants,  were  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  Fortunately  the  out- 
break was  discovered  before  it  had  made  great  headway,  and 
in  a  very  short  time  twenty  engines  were  on  the  spot.  A 
number  of  workmen  on  the  upper  floors  of  the  warehouse 
escaped  through  the  windows  and  by  the  roof,  but  the  fire 
was  gradually  subdued  without  any  loss  of  life. 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Sixteen  fatalities  have  occurred  through  the  use  of 
poisons  since  our  last  report,  two  of  which  were  due  to 
the  now  most  popular  unscheduled  poison — hydrochloric 
acid.  Of  the  scheduled  fourteen,  laudanum  was  taken  in 
five  cases,  carbolic  acid  and  strychnine  were  each  used  by 
three  separate  individuals,  while  three  others  took  oxalic 
acid,  a  liniment,  and  an  overdose  of  chloroform  respectively. 
The  popularity  of  laudanum  is  marked.  A  Northampton 
gentleman  was  found  dead  in  bed,  and  a  post-mortem, 
revealed  death  to  have  been  due  to  opium  -  poisoning. 
Among  the  witnesses  called  at  the  inquest  was  Mr. 
John  Flinton  Harris,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Abington 
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Street,  who    deposed  to    having  twice   sold  laudanum 
to    deceased.     On  each    occasion   the   laudanum  was 
contained  in  a  2-oz.  bottle  which  was  properly  labelled. — ■ 
At  an  inquest  held  at  Pontef  ract  on  April  19,  upon  the  body  of 
Mary  Page,  who  died  from  strychnine-poisoning,  Mr.  F. 
Craven,  chemist  and  druggist,  Horsefair,  said  he  supplied 
the  vermin-killer  to  deceased.    He  did  not  know  her,  and 
did  not  require  her  to  bring  someone  to  introduce  her.  She 
was  a  lady,  and  perfectly  calm  and  collected,  and  he  did  not 
for  a  moment  suppose  that  anything  was  wrong.    He  did  not 
consider  it  was  required  that  he  should  have  asked  for  an 
introducer.    In  summing  up,  the  Coroner  said  the  sale  of 
strychnine  was  attended  with  certain  restrictions,  and  in 
this  case  they  had  not  been  complied  with.    If  the  chemist 
had  insisted  upon  someone  coming  forward  to  introduce  the 
deceased  to  him,  probably  tbat  person  would  not  have  been 
forthcoming,  and  deceased  would  not  have  purchased 
the  poison  at  his  place.- — Seven  attempts  at  suicide  are 
reported — one   with  carbolic   acid,  three  with  laudanum, 
one  in  which  a  poison  and  its  antidote  had  been  taken 
consecutively,  one  with  camphorated  liniment  and  acetic 
acid,    and  the    other    with  camphorated  chloroform. — 
At  Greenwich  Police  Court  on  April  22,  Charlotte  Clara 
Jane  Norris,  aged  19,  was  charged  with  attempting  to 
commit  suicide  with  laudanum.     Evidence  was  given  by 
Richard  Wa'son  Williams,  chemist,  of  Station  Approach, 
Westcombe  Park,  who  said  he  had  sold  the  prisoner  some 
laudanum  for  toothache.    He  had  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act  of  Parliament.    Robert  Barron,  chemist,  of 
158  Trafalgar  Road,  East  Greenwich,  said  the  prisoner  came 
to  him  for  some  laudanum.    She  said  she  wanted  it  for 
toothache.    He  asked  her  if  she  knew  how  to  use  the  poisoo, 
and  she  satisfied  him  that  she  did.    The  quantity  he  sold 
was  2  dr.,  and  would  not  be  a  fatal  dose.    Mr.  D'Eyncourt 
(Magistrate)  said  the  chemists  should  have  made  more 
inquiries.    Two  or  three  careless  chemists  might  sell  a  fatal 
dose. 


Jrleb  mem 


Personal. 

Dr.  P.  Merrin,  L.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of  the  Camden  Street 
Pharmacy,  Dublin,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  select 
vestry  of  St.  Peter's  Parish. 

Contracts. 

Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.  (Limited),  Stephen's  Green, 
Dublin,  have  obtained  the  contract  to  supply  his  Majesty's 
Army  in  Ireland  with  surgical  instruments,  dressings,  and 
materials,  for  the  ensuing  three  years,  and  have  a'so 
obtained  the  contract  for  the  supply  of  medicines,  &c,  to 
the  various  prisons  throughout  Ireland  for  the  ensuing 
three  years. 

The  Empties  Trouble. 

The  contractor  for  drugs  and  medicines  to  the  Clonmel 
Union  has  sent  in  a  bill  for  14Z.,  the  cost  of  empty  medicine- 
bottles  not  returned  from  the  dispensaries.  The  Guardians 
repudiate  liability,  and  say  the  bottles  are  on  the  spot 
awaiting  removal,  but  that  the  doctors  are  not  going  to  act 
as  packers  to  the  contractors  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  away 
their  own  empties.  As  a  compromise  it  has  been  decided  to 
have  the  empties  packed  in  future  by  the  dispensary-care- 
taker, and  sent  off  at  the  contractor's  expense. 

A  Paying  Game. 

An  amusing  case  came  last  week  before  Judge  Andrews, 
Belfast  Assizes.  It  was  an  action  by  a  local  dentist  and 
corn-curer,  named  Smyth,  to  recover  500?.  damages  from  a 
hotel-owner  for  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by 
plaintiff  tripping  over  an  obstruction  placed  outside  defen- 
dant's shop.  In  cross-examination  plaintiff  admitted  that  he 
was  the  "lightning  tooth-puller,"  and  that  he  got  the  degree 
of  "  Professor  "  from  the  people  of  Belfast.  He  was  "  great " 
at  corns,  hair-dressing,  and  tooth-pulling  ;  every  hairdresser 
did  that  class  of  work,  and  he  paid  5s.  a  week  to  a 
Cookstown  barber  as  the  hire  of  a  room  to  receive  patients, 
and  made  often  201.  a  day,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  for  each  tooth 
pulled  and  corn  cured.  s 


Scotcb  mem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interestirg 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Poisoning  Cases. 

Two  children  were  nearly  poisoned  at  Aberdeen  last  week 
by  taking  porridge  into  which  by  some  mysterious  means  a 
quantity  of  belladonna  lotion  had  been  put.  Medical 
assistance  was  obtained,  and  although  in  a  critical  condition 
for  some  time  the  children  have  recovered. 

The  body  of  a  man  was  found  in  one  of  the  halls  of  a 
Corporation  lodging-house  in  Glasgow  on  April  17,  and 
in  the  pockets  were  found  bottles  which  had  contained 
laudanum,  and  an  overdose  of  opium  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  cause  of  death. 

The  Open-air  Cure. 

A  new  sanatorium  for  consumptives  has  been  erected  in 
the  Highlands  of  South  Inverness-shire,  near  Kingussie. 
The  accommodation  is  for  twenty  patients.  The  building 
faces  south-east  and  the  site  is  850  feet  above  the  sea-level 
the  air  is  bracing,  pure,  and  dry.  The  surroundings  consist 
of  ten  acres  of  woodland,  which  form  a  complete  shelter  to 
the  buildings  on  three  sides,  and  are  intersected  with 
suitable  walks  for  the  patients. 


tfrencb  mem 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  "British  and  American  Pharmacy"  is  about  to  be 
opened  at  No.  3  rue  Scribe,  Paris.  The  fitting-up  of  the 
pharmacy  is  progressing  rapidly,  and  it  will  be  ready  for 
business  at  an  early  date.  The  proprietor  is  Mr.  Nathan, 
who  was  many  years  an  assistant  with  Messrs.  Roberts  &  Co., 
rue  de  la  Paix,  Paris.  Mr.  Nathan  secured  his  diploma  as  a 
French  pharmacist  a  few  months  ago. 

Breach  of  Professional  Secrecy.— The  Paris  Correc- 
tional Court  on  April  20,  condemned  Dr.  Gregory,  a  Paris 
physician,  to  three  months'  imprisonment,  with  the  benefit 
of  the  First  Offenders  Law,  a  fine  of  500f.,  and  damages  of 
If.  each  for  M.  and  Mme.  Ichac,  his  former  patients,  for 
breach  of  professional  secrecy.  All  the  charges  were  denied 
by  the  doctor,  but  unfortunately  he  had  revealed  the 
character  of  his  patients'  complaints  not  only  to  the  neigh- 
bours, but  to  various  police  officials. 

French  Schools  of  Pharmacy.— The  Chambre  des 
Deputes  has  voted  some  modifications  of  the  salaries  of 
the  staff  in  the  Ecoles  Superieures.  The  professors  of  these 
schools  are  assimilated  to  those  of  the  Faculties,  necessi- 
tating a  supplementary  credit  of  48,000f.  The  principals 
in  the  different  departments  will  in  this  way  have  their 
salaries  increased.  This  decision  will  deprive  those  who 
were  opposed  to  the  transformation  of  the  Ecoles  Superieures 
into  Faculties  of  their  principal  objection,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  soon  there  will  be  appointed  Faculties  and  State 
doctorates  of  pharmacy. 

Mosquitos  in  Paris.— At  its  last  meeting  the  Academy 
of  Medicine  discussed  the  question  of  the  plague  of  mos- 
quitos that  has  invaded  Paris  during  the  past  few  summers. 
As  a  remedy  Dr.  Debove  said  the  municipal  authorities  ought 
to  find  a  means  of  doing  away  with  the  stagnant  ponds  that 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  gardens  and  public  squares  of  the  city. 
If  this  is  not  thought  advisable,  he  suggested  that  at  least  a 
partial  remedy  could  be  found  by  pouring  petroleum  on 
the  water  as  a  means  of  checking  the  breeding  of  mosquitos. 
He  added  that  the  public  should  be  made  aware  tbat  a  small 
pool  of  stagnant  water  is  enough  to  produce  a  mosquito- 
plague  in  a  whole  district.  According  to  another  authority 
— Professor  Laveran — there  is  no  cause  for  alarm,  as  so  far 
only  two  diseases— malaria  and  filariasis— are  known  to  have 
been  caused  by  mosquitos.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Medicine,  the  Council  of  Hygiene  of  the  Seine  has 
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appointed  a  commission  to  study  the  most  efficacious  and 
practical  means  for  destroying  mosquibos  and  preventing 
their  appearance  in  Paris. 

The  Trade  in  Oil-seeds.— The  oil-manufacturing  trade 
in  France  was  more  prosperous  last  year  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding one.  Prices  both  for  oil  and  oilcake  were  on  a  rising 
scale,  and  most  of  the  manufacturers  realised  good  profits. 
As  regards  the  supply  of  oleaginous  seeds  from  India,  there 
has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  quantities  of  decorti- 
cated ground-nuts,  the  shipments  of  which  had  almost 
entirely  .failed  a  few  years  ago.  The  imports  into  France 
which  fell  during  1898  to  4,764  tons,  rose  in  1900  to 
25  293  tons.  Recent  reports  from  India  indicate  for  1901  a 
further  material  increase  in  the  supplies  of  this  nut,  the  oil 
from  which  is  much  valued  by  the  French  soap-makers,  and 
preferred  to  American  cotton-seed  oil,  which  had  taken  its 
place  ia  1899.  The  total  imports  into  France  of  linseed  in 
1900  were  104,820  tons,  against  127,556  tons  in  1899.  The 
falling-off  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  reduced 
quantities  received  from  India,  which  sent  only  32,060  tons, 
against  76,320  tons  in  1899.  There  was  a  sharp  falling-off 
in  the  shipments  of  Indian  sesame  or  til  seed  to  France,  and 
also  of  Indian  mustard  and  colza  seed. 

A  Living  Pincushion. — At  the  present  time  M.  Mouchy, 
a  pharmacist,  of  St  -Germain-en-Laye,  a  favourite  locality, 
some  twelve  miles  from  Paris,  has  been  engaged  in  a  most 
unusual  task.  Since  April  11  he  has  been  called  upon  several 
tinvs  a  day  to  extract  needles  from  the  body  of  a  nurse-girl. 
M.  Mouchy  keeps  a  set  of  tweezers  of  dill'erent  forms  on  his 
desk  because  the  girl  pops  into  the  pharmacy  at  odd  times 
with  the  exclamation,  "  There's  another  one,  sir,"  and  the 
needle  has  to  to  be  pounced  on  at  once  from  the  arm,  cheek, 
leg,  or  wherever  it  may  show  its  head,  otherwise  it  risks 
bein^  earned  off  again  by  the  circulation  of  the  body.  On 
the  first  reports  of  this  case,  which  has  produced  quite  a 
sens-ation  at  St -Germain,  one  was  not  unnaturally  inclined 
to  be  a  trifle  incredulous,  but  M.  Mouchy  assures  visitors  of 
the  truth  of  the  matter.  The  girl  is  only  16  years  of  age, 
but  fall,  strong,  and  the  picture  of  good  health.  I  saw  her 
in  M.  Mouchy 's  pharmacy,  and  sure  enough  I  felt  needles  in 
her  arm,  and  saw  two  extracted.  She  explained  that  when 
she  was  about  11  years  old  some  of  her  schoolmates 
dared  each  other  as  to  who  could  swallow  the  most  needles. 
This  girl  swallowed  forty-nine  needles  one  afternoon.  She 
declares  that  she  only  feels  a  slight  itching  just  before  the 
needle  pierces  the  skin,  but  she  does  not  suffer  while  it  is 
beirg  drawn  out.  Two  doctors  have  attended  the  girl 
(Mile.  Landrieux  her  name  is).  One  (M.  Bonnemaison)  says 
the  only  sciertific  explanation  he  can  give  is  that  the 
needles,  on  reaching  the  stomach,  cause  an  inflammation  at 
the  point  at  which  they  to  leave,  and  this  inflammation 
produces  protecting  adhesions  between  the  stomach  and  the 
neighbouring  organs,  so  that  the  foreign  substance  reaches 
the  muscles  of  the  skin  without  injuring  the  peritoneum. 
He  acknowledges  the  difficulty  of  explaining  why  the 
needles  issue  through  the  eyelids,  but  supposes  that  they 
follow  the  lymphatic  passages.  The  other  doctor  gives  a 
different  explanation,  and  is  sceptical  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
extracted  needles.  He  remarks  that  the  needles  are  always 
found  in  positions  accessible  to  the  right  hand.  Dr.  Marcel 
Baudoin,  Director  of  the  Bibliographical  Institute,  Paris, 
says  he  does  not  understand  why  there  should  be  any  reason 
for  doubting  the  facts  concerning  the  girl.  He  says  that 
some  years  ago  Dr.  Rose  published  in  Germany  a  paper  on 
what  he  termed  "  The  Dressmakers'  Malady,"  from  which  it 
appears  that  German  seamstresses  frequently  swallo  sv  needles, 
and  Dr.  Rose  has  shown  that  they  have  been  found  in  con- 
siderable quantities  in  different  organs,  such  as  the  heart, 
liver,  &o.,  also  under  the  skin.  Some  two  years  ago  Dr. 
Baudoin  drew  attention  to  this  malady  in  France. 


Professor's  Wipe.—  "  The  professor  is  now  in  the  labora- 
tory conducting  some  experiments.  He  expects  to  go  down  to 

posterity  "    Terrible  bang  from  the  laboratory.    Visiter  : 

"  I  hope  the  professor  hasn't  gone  1 " 

"  Art  op  Dispensing."— Mr.  J.  Jarvis  Rainey,  chemist,  of 
Spilsby  and  Wainfieet,  says  "  The  Editor  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  results  of  compilation,  and  we  countryfolks  are  much 
indebted  to  him  for  giving  us  such  a  work." 


South  Hfrkan  flews, 

(From  our  Colonial  Correspondents.) 


Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.,  chemists,  of  Cape 
Town,  have  opened  new  premises  at  Rondebosch. 

The  Plague  Epidemic  is  still  strongly  in  evidence  at 
the  Cape,  and  when  the  mail  left  the  total  number  of  cases 
had  reached  287,  the  number  of  deaths  being  99;  of  the 
latter  18  were  Europeans.  Amongst  the  latest  victims  is 
Dr.  Dunlop,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  a  medical  location 
at  the  plague  camp,  and  contracted  the  disease  in  making  a 
post-mortem  examination  of  a  native. 

Rhodesian  Customs. — The  Customs  Agreement  between 
the  Government  of  Cape  Colony  and  the  administration  of 
Rhodesia,  which  came  into  operation  in  1899,  terminated  by 
mutual  agreement  on  April  15  In  connection  therewith 
attention  is  directed  to  Government  Notice  No.  303  of 
March  28,  1901,  prescribing  the  rates  of  transit  duties 
allowed  on  goods  when  entered  on  importation  or  cx  the 
bonded  warehouse  for  removal  to  places  outside  the  Customs 
Union,  including  Southern  Rhodesia. 

Cape  Colony  Trade. — A  telegraphic  despatch  to  the 
Financial  Times  states  that  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Cape  Town  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  April  22,  the  President 
said  that  there  had  been  a  great  increase  in  the  trade  with 
Great  Britain  and  a  proportionate  decrease  in  that  with 
foreign  countries,  especially  with  Germany.  The  inter- 
colonial trade  had  nearly  doubled,  especially  so  far  as 
Australasia  was  concerned.  The  conclusion  of  the  war 
would  open  a  new  era  of  development  and  prosperity,  but  he 
anticipated  a  set-back  of  local  trade  in  the  immediate  future. 

South  African  Customs  Convention. — At  the  meeting 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Durban  on  April  2,  a  com- 
mittee report  was  presented  recommending  to  the  Natal 
Government  that  notice  be  given  to  the  Cape  and  Orange 
River  Colonies  of  the  intention  of  Natal  to  withdraw  from 
the  Customs  Conventions,  unless  they  are  prepared  to  agree 
to  the  revision  and  general  reduction  of  the  existing  tariff, 
especially  in  duties  on  foodstuffs  and  other  necessaries  of 
life,  such  as  soap,  candles,  matches,  and  patent  medicines, 
and  that  for  this  purpose  a  conference  of  the  colonies  be  held 
at  an  early  date,  and  that  the  Transvaal  and  Rhodesia  be 
asked  to  send  representatives,  with  a  view  to  including  them 
in  any  agreement  that  may  be  arrived  at.  Further,  that 
the  Government  be  infomred,  pending  the  conference,  that 
due  notice  is  again  given  to  continue  the  suspension  of  the 
duty  of  4s.  6d.  per  100  lbs.  on  flour. 

Ointment  in  the  Guard-room  Mr.  Norman  Coaker 

chemist,  of  Ladybrand,  O.R.C  ,  writes  us  that  recently  he 
received  an  order  for  1  lb.  of  carbolic-ointment  for  the  use 
of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  who  are  stationed  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood. He  sent  an  ointment  containing  ^  oz.  of  Cal- 
vert's carbolic  No.  2  in  1  lb.  of  benzoated  lard.  The  native 
messenger  instead  of  delivering  it  to  the  barracks  took  the  par- 
cel to  the  guard-room  where  several  prisoners  of  the  2nd  bat- 
talion Black  Watch  Rvgiment  were  in  charge  of  the  guard. 
The  guard  and  the  prisoners  between  them,  either  for  cooking 
purposes  or  otherwise,  consumed  about  half  the  ointment, 
throwing  the  remainder  away.  Fat  has  been  a  scarce  thing 
with  Tommy  Atkins  during  the  South  African  campaign,  and  ' 
many  a  time  he  has  been  hard  put  to  find  sufficient  to  grease 
his  pannikin  for  cooking-purpases.  In  the  circumstances  one 
can  understand  the  prisoners  and  the  friendly  guard  joining 
forces  in  disposing  of  such  a  windfall  of  what  it  is  possible 
they  took  for  a  jar  of  lard.  No  ill  effects  were  apparent. 
Mr.  Coaker,  who  is  the  only  chemist  within  eighty  miles  of 
Ladybrand,  says  he  is  buying  Calvert's  No  2  in  the  ounce 
bottles  at  2s.  6d.  each,  and  he  thinks  they  must  have  been  in 
stock  at  the  store  he  obtains  them  from  for  years.  There  is 
no  parcel-post  for  Ladybrand,  and  he  rinds  it  rather  awkward 
carrying  on  a  drug-business  there  in  these  times. 


Doctor  (on  second  visit  to  see  a  boy  who  had  swallowed 
a  copper  coin):  "How  is  the  boy  this  time?"  Anxious 
Mother  :  "  No  change  yet." 
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Colonial  ano  foreign  mews. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  German  Apotheker  Society  is 
to  be  held  this  year  at  Hanover  on  September  4  and  5. 

The  Bulgarian  Minister  of  Finance  has  decreed 
that  Cognac  and  liqueur  in  quantities  of  twelve  bottles  or 
6  litres  wine  to  50  litres,  and  table-oils  to  20  kilos.,  may 
pass  the  Customs  when  imported  for  private  use  or  for  use  by 
chemists  and  druggists. 

A  Cameroonian  Laboratory.  —  Provision  is  made  in  the 
German  Colonial  Estimates  for  1901  for  the  construction  of  a 
laboratory  in  the  Cameroons,  in  order  that  the  results 
obtained  by  Dr.  Preuss,  on  the  occasion  of  his  scientific 
voyage  to  Central  and  South  America,  may  be  utilised  in  the 
plantations  of  the  Protectorate. 

Absorption. — Messrs.  Seabury  &  Johnson  have  taken  over 
the  business  of  the  S.  E  G.  Rawson  Company,  of  Saratoga, 
N.Y.,  manufacturers  of  rubber  goods,  chest-protectors,  &c. 
The  founder  of  the  firm,  Mr.  Rawson,  will  manage  the 
"Rawson"  and  "Saratoga"  sundries'  department  of  the 
business  for  Messrs.  Seabury  &  Johnson. 

Against  Trailing  Sorts. — The  Dresden  Town  Council 
has  decided  to  petition  the  authorities  to  issue  police  regula- 
tions forbidding  women  to  let  their  gowns  and  mantles  trail  on 
the  ground,  it  being  maintained  that  this  practice,  by  reason 
of  the  skirts  collecting  dust  impregnated  with  the  expectora- 
tions of  consumptives,  increases  the  spread  of  tuberculosis. 

Swiss  Trade  in  1900. — Druggists'  sundries  and  chemicals 
to  the  vilue  of  521. 7412.  were  exported  from  Switzerland 
during  1900  against  464,9682.  in  1899.  The  imports  of 
similar  articles  were  valued  at  1,268,951Z.  or  a  net  increase 
of  37,588/  The  notable  imports  which  show  an  increase  are 
anthracene,  benzoic  acid,  benzoline,  carbolic  acid,  sulphate 
of  iron,  copper  and  zinc,  turpentine,  calcined  soda  and 
sulphuric  ether. 

Nitre  Lands  in  Nevada. — There  was  a  meeting  of 
the  Industrial  Development  Company  at  San  Francisco  on 
April  12  to  investigate  reports  concerning  the  discovery  of 
saltpetre,  salt  and  potash  lands,  recently  reported  near 
Lovelands,  Nev.  Portions  of  the  product  of  these  lands  have 
been  carefully  analysed  with  good  results.  Leading  gun- 
powder manufacturers  attended  the  meeting,  and  it  is  likely 
that  a  company  will  be  formed  through  the  medium  of  the 
Industrial  Development  Company  for  operating  the  lands. 

The  Care  op  Plants. — A  new  botanical  institution  is  in 
course  of  erection  near  Dahlem.  The  buildings  comprise, 
besides  the  manager's  offices,  pathological  and  experimental 
laboratories,  two  large  hot-houses  fitted  with  the  latest  im- 
provements for  the  growth  and  production  of  plants,  and 
large  tables  for  the  investigation  of  the  diseases  of  animals 
as  well  as  of  plants.  The  new  "  Reichsversuch  garten  " 
(Government  experimental  gardens),  as  the  Institute  is 
called,  is  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Health  Office, 
and  is  the  first  and  only  one  of  its  kind  in  Germany. 

A  Silver  Jubilee. — The  celebration  of  the  silver  anni- 
versary of  the  American  Chemical  Society  took  place  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Chemists'  Club,  108  West  Fifty-fifth  Street, 
New  York,  on  April  12.  Among  the  five  hundred  persons 
present  were  Professor  J.  W.  Mallet,  of  the  University  of 
Virginia ;  Professor  Edmund  Morley,  of  Adelbert  College, 
Cleveland ;  Professor  Wm.  McMurtrie,  of  New  York ;  Pro- 
fessor George  C.  Caldwell,  of  Cornell  University  ;  Professor 
Ira  Remsen,  of  Johns  Hopkins  University ;  Professor  Charles 
Baskerville,  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina ;  Dr.  H.  W. 
Wiley,  chief  chemist  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  ;  Professor  L.  M.  Dennis,  of  Cornell  University; 
Professor  Chas.  F.  Chandler,  of  Columbia  University  ;  and 
Professor  Moulton,  of  Vassar.  Five  eminent  chemists  of 
foreign  lands  were  elected  to  honorary  membership — namely, 
Professor  Wm.  Ramsay,  of  University  College,  London  ;  Pro- 
fessor Emil  Fischer,  of  Charlottenburg,  Germany ;  Professor 
Geo.  Lunge,  of  Zurich,  Switzerland ;  Professor  Adolf  Von 
Baeyer,  of  Munich  ;  and  Sir  Henry  E  Roscoe,  Vice- Chancellor 
of  the  University  of  London. 


£be  Graoers'  poison  Bill, 


A  T  the  conference  of  the  Ironmongers'  Federated  Associa- 
LX  tion  in  Birmingham  on  Thursday,  April  25,  Mr.  Dobbs,  the 
founder  of  the  Traders  in  Poisons  and  Poisonous  Substances 
Protection  Association,  had  a  special  hearing  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  the  Bill  which  he  has  drawn  up  for  introduction 
into  Parliament.  He  claimed  that  such  articles  as  sheep- 
dips,  paints,  weed-killers,  and  insecticides  containing  poisons 
should  not  be  restricted  to  pharmacists,  and  told  the  meeting 
all  about  the  Worcester  seedsman's  case  which  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  bad  carried  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  without 
success.  He  stated  that  the  Times  had  written  an  article  in 
support  of  the  Bill.  [This  is  not  so.  The  Times  paragraph 
was  a  colourless  political  note  explaining  the  Bill. — Editor.] 
Colonel  Long,  M.P.,  had  promised  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the  Agricultural  Department.  Mr.  Dobbs  concluded  by 
claiming  that  the  sale  of  the  articles  which  he  had  mentioned 
had  been  created  by  ironmongers,  and  they  ought  not  let  it 
go  away  from  them. 

A  motion  approving  the  Bill  was  put  to  the  meeting.  In 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  Mr.  R.  L.  Capell  (Northampton) 
expressed  sympathy  with  the  chemists,  who,  he  said,  are 
between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea  on  account  of  stores  and 
others  underselling  them.  Mr.  Iddon  (Southport)  pleaded 
for  consideration  of  the  interests  of  other  traders,  who  had 
to  make  a  living,  and  held  that  in  the  interests  of  public 
safety  the  sale  of  poisons  should  be  close.  The  Bill  meant 
registration  without  qualification,  which  was  the  main  objec- 
tion of  ironmongers  to  the  Plumbers'  Bill.  He  asked  Mr. 
Dobbs  to  give  an  instance  of  pharmacists  prosecuting  the 
sellers  of  any  trade  article  containing  poison  which  was  not 
shown  to  be  a  danger  to  the  public.  The  sale  of  paint  was 
never  touched.  If  ironmongers  thought  weed-killer  an 
important  enough  article  they  might  support  the  Bill,  but  he 
was  strongly  of  opinion  that  they  should  do  nothing  against 
chemists,  who  obtained  their  qualification  by  passing  a  very 
severe  examination,  and  had  to  work  both  early  and  late  in 
order  to  make  a  living. 

The  Present,  having  said  that  be  failed  to  see  that  there 
was  any  more  risk  of  people  being  poisoned  with  weed-killer 
obtained  from  an  ironmonger  than  with  that  bought  from  a 
chemist,  put  the  motion  to  the  meeting,  and  it  was  carried 
with  five  dissentients. 


ftraoe^flDarfce  Hpplieo  jfor. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost  ll.,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  April  10, 1901.) 

"Porcherine"  (no  claim  for  "  Porcher  ") ;  for  sugar  substi- 
tutes. By  Porcherine  (Limited),  11  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
E.C.  234,622. 

"  Yestene  "  (no  claim  for  "  Yest "  or  "  Yeast ") ;  for  foodstuffs. 
By  Read  &  Campbell,  55  Broad  Street  Avenue,  E.C. 
235,846. 

"  Daisy  "  ;  for  hard  soaps.  By  the  New  Hydroleine  Company 
(Limited),  The  Callis,  Ashby  de  la  Zouch.  234,873. 

"  Aurora  "  j  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  J.  &  E. 
Atkinson  (Limited',  24  Old  Bond  Street,  W.  235,142. 

Device  and  the  word  "Okereko"  (the  essential  particulars — no 
claim  for  "  Oker  ") ;  for  a  toilet  after-shave  article.  By  Lamb 
&  Co.,  132  Kensington  High  Street,  S.W.  235,201. 

{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  April  17, 1901.) 

"Developing  Lymphol  "  (no  claim  for  "  Lymph  ") ;  for  a  chemical 
rupture-remedy.  By  W.  S.  Rice,  23  North  Main  Street, 
Adams,  New  York.  235,991. 

"  Photeizine."  ;  for  foot-powder.  By  W.  Hill,  6  Attleborough 
Road,  Moston,  Manchester.  236,033. 
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High  Court  Case. 

The  Thornton-Pick aed  Manufacturing  Company  v. 
Thornton. 

In  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  April  19,  before  Lords  Justices 
Cjllins  and  Stirling,  the  case  of  the  Thornton-Pickard  Manu- 
facturing Company  v.  Thornton  was  heard  on  appeal  by  the 
plaintiffs  from  an  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  who  had 
refused  to  grant  an  injunction  against  the  defendant  on  the 
ground  that  a  covenant  he  had  entered  int^  wiih  the  plaintiffs 
not  to  carry  on  or  be  concerned  in  the  business  of  a  camera, 
shutter,  and  other  photographic  appliances  dealer  was  wider 
than  was  reasonable  or  necessary  for  their  protection.  Mr. 
Moulton,  K.C.,  who  (with  Mr.  0.  Leigh  Clare)  appeartdin  sup- 
port of  the  appeal,  said  the  defendant,  Mr.  J.  E.  Thornton, 
was  one  of  the  original  vendors  to  the  plaintiff  company. 
The  company  was  formed  to  carry  on  the  very  extensive  and 
well-known  business  of  Messrs.  Thornton  &  Pickard,  at 
Altrincharn,  in  Cheshire,  and  the  defendant  entered  into  a 
covenant  to  btcome  managing  director  of  the  company,  and 
not  at  any  time  to  carry  on  or  be  concerned  in  any  other 
similar  business  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Subsequently  the  defendant  became  desirous  of  severing  his 
connection  with  the  company,  and  he  was  released  from  *ny 
of  the  obligations  he  had  entered  into  with  the  company, 
except  so  far  as  they  concerned  the  covenant  not  to  trade  in 
a  similar  business  in  the  United  KiEgdom.  Last  year,  how- 
ever, the  defendant  formed  a  company  known  as  the 
Thornton  Film  Company  for  the  purpose  of  taking  over 
certain  patents  for  the  manufacture  of  glasoline  films,  and 
was  actually  proposing  to  establish  the  business  in 
Altrincharn,  where  the  plaintiffs'  factories  were  also  situated. 
This  was  regarded  as  a  clear  breach  of  the  covenant  into 
which  he  had  entered,  and  an  injunction  was  therefore 
applied  for.  At  the  trial  in  the  courts  below  the  learned 
Judge  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  films  came  within 
the  definition  of  other  photographic  appliances,  and  that 
there  had  been  a  breach  of  the  covenant,  but  he  gave  judg- 
ment for  the  defendant  on  the  ground  that  the  covenant  was 
unreasonably  wide.  Mr.  C.  H.  Russell,  K.C ,  having  been 
heard  in  support  of  the  decision, 

Mr.  Justice  Collins,  in  giving  judgment,  said  he  agreed 
with  the  learned  Judge  that  the  films  which  the  defendant 
proposed  to  deal  in  came  within  the  category  of  other 
photographic  appliances,  and  counsel  for  the  defendant  did 
not  seriously  question  that  fact.  Bat  it  had  been  proved 
that  the  plaintiffs  had  actually  dealt  in  films  though  they 
did  not  manufacture  them,  but  irrespective  of  this  it  was 
necessary  to  note  that  the  company  had  been  formed  to 
acquire  and  develop  the  business  formerly  carried  on  by 
Messrs.  Thornton  &  Pickard,  and  that  in  his  opinion  they 
were  ent  tled  in  developing  that  business  to  take  advantage 
of  any  improvement  which  might  be  made  in  connection 
with  photographic  appliances.  Mr.  Russell  had  suggested 
that  the  words  "photographic  appliances  "  in  1he  covenant 
should  be  limited  to  the  appliances  which  the  company, 
as  it  then  existed,  dealt  in,  or  which  they  bond  Jide  con- 
templated dealing  in.  He  thought  this  contention  unreason- 
able. He  saw  nothing  in  the  covenant  which  afforded  a 
sufficient  ground  for  declaring  it  void  in  law,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  balow  would  therefore  be  reversed, 
and  the  appeal  allowed  with  costs. 

Lord  Justice  Stirling  concurred. 

Daniels  v.  Boron  Products  Company. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
on  April  20  Mr.  Justice  Bruce  gave  judgment  in  the  case 
of  Daniels  v.  the  Boron  Products  Company  (Limited).  The 
action  was  brought  by  Mr.  Daniels,  an  engineer,  to 
recover  240Z.  for  plans  and  specifications  for  enlarging  the 
defendant  company's  works  at  Inchnrook.  Particulars  were 
given  in  the  C.  D.,  April  6,  page  563,  His  Lordship  now 
said  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  work  waa 
not  done  for  the  defendant  company,  but  for  Mr.  Massey,  the 
promoter  of  the  proposed  new  company,  and  that  Harris  had 
no  authority  to  order  it  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  company. 


There  would,  therefore,  be  judgment  for  the  defendants,  with 
costs. 

Action  against  a  Chemist. 
The  case  of  Field  v.  Durbin  Brothers  came  before  Mr, 
Justice  Ridley  and  a  common  jury  in  the  King's  Bench 
Division  on  Wednesday,  April  24.  It  was  an  action  brought 
by  Mrs.  Sarah  Field,  a  widow,  to  recover  damages  by  reason 
of  the  alleged  negligence  of  defendant's  servant.  The 
defendant  (Mr.  Henry  Eastman  Durbin)  is  a  chemist  and 
druggist  at  131  High  Street,  Putney,  and  he  denied  negli- 
gence. 

Mr.  Moyses  appeared  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Heber  Hart 
for  the  detendant. 

It  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  was  in  the  employ  of  a  firm 
of  drapers  in  Putney  as  cook,  and  on  June  26  last  year  she 
accidentally  cut  the  index-finger  of  her  right  hand  between 
the  second  joint  and  knuckle.  The  wound  was  a  deep  one  ; 
it  bled  profusely,  and  it  was  subsequently  ascertained  that 
an  ar  .ery  had  been  severed.  She  ran  into  the  defendant's 
shop  near  by,  where  an  assistant  bandaged  up  the  finger, 
and  told  her  to  call  again  next  day,  which  she  did,  and  she 
then  paid  Is.  The  finger  became  swollen  and  discoloured, 
and,  gangrene  ha\ing  eventually  set  in,  it  beoame  necessary 
on  August  15  to  amputate  at  the  first  joint.  It  was  sug- 
gested by  the  plaintiff  that  perchloride  of  iron  was  im- 
properly used  in  treatirg  the  wound,  that  the  finger  was 
improperly  bound  so  tightly  that  the  blood  could  not  circulate, 
and  that  the  artery  ought  to  have  been  tied  up.  This  was 
the  alleged  negligence  complained  of.  Plainiiff  claimed 
damage  for  the  amputation  of  the  finger,  the  great  pain 
and  suffering  she  had  incurred,  and  there  was  also  a 
claim  of  81.  10s.  medical  expei  ses.  Plaintiff  was  called 
in  support  of  her  case ;  and  there  was  also  evidence  by 
Drs.  Benham  and  Keenham,  who  had  attended  to  the  injury 
some  time  after  its  treatment  by  the  chemist. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Claude  Hamilton  Mitchell,  chemist's 
assistant,  in  the  employ  of  the  defendant  in  June  last,  said 
that  when  Mrs.  Field  came  into  the  shop  with  her  injured 
finger  he  suggested  that  she  should  see  a  doctor,  but  she 
said,  '  Oh,  do  stop  the  bleeding."  It  was  absolutely  untrue 
that  he  used  perchloride  of  iron  in  the  dressing.  He  first 
bathed  the  wound  with  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  dried  it, 
and  then  applied  compound  tincture  of  benzoin  (Friar's 
balsam)  upon  lint.  He  produced  the  bottles  from  which  the 
chemicals  were  taken.  He  told  her  to  call  again  next  day, 
and  she  did  so,  when  the  bandage  was  thoroughly  dry,  so  he 
did  not  remove  it,  as  he  thought  that  by  doing  so  it  might 
restart  the  bleeding.  She  asked  what  there  was  to  pay,  and 
he  said  Is.  On  her  third  call  he  released  the  bandage  with 
warm  water,  when  he  saw  that  the  wound  was  very  deep,  and 
he  called  Mr.  Durbin  to  see  it.  They  offered  to  bandage  it 
up  again,  and  advised  her  to  go  to  a  doctor,  but  she  would 
not  allow  the  bandaging,  and  left  the  shop  with  the  finger 
lied  in  her  handkerchief.  Cross-examined  :  He  used  no 
great  pressure  in  tying  the  bandage,  and  Mrs.  Field  did  not 
complain  of  great  pain.  She  saw  him  some  days  later,  and 
said  she  had  been  to  a  doctor,  who  told  her  that  the  joint 
might  have  to  be  amputated,  and  if  so  she  should  sue  him, 
for  he  had  treated  the  wound  improperly.  He  considered 
that  he  had  treated  the  finger  quite  properly.  Chemists 
never  liked  to  take  on  these  cases  :  they  could  charge  only 
a  few  pence;  and  the  shilling  charged  to  plaintiff  was  the 
actual  cost  of  the  materials  used. 

Mr.  H.  E,  Durbin,  the   defendant,   gave  corroborative 
evidence. 

Dr  William  Eccles,  F  R.C.S.,  of  124  Harley  Street,  W., 
said  that,  providing  the  solution  of  carbolic  acid  used  was  of 
proper  strength,  the  treatment  of  the  fir  ger  by  the  chemist's 
assistant  was  perfectly  correct.  Most  probably  the  sever- 
ance of  the  artery,  with  some  amount  of  septic  inflamma- 
tion, set  up  the  gangrene ;  it  was  possible  that  very  tight 
bandaging  might  produce  it,  but  unlikely  in  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case.  The  carving-knife  which  caused  the 
wound  was  not  likely  to  be  antiseptic,  nor  was  the  woman's 
handkerchief  the  best  wrapping.  After  hearing  all  the 
evidence  in  court,  he  saw  nothing  whatever  to  show  that  the 
trouble  was  in  any  way  due  to  what  the  assistant  had  done. 
Cross-examined  :  If  perchloride  of  iron  had  been  used  it 
might  have  accounted  for  the  gangrene. 

After  counsel  had  addressed  the  jury  on  both  sides,  and 
the  learned  Judge  had  summed  up, 
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The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  plaintiff,  damages  75^.,  and 
there  was  judgment  accordingly,  with  costs. 

The  Powder  puff  Company's  Manager. 

At  the  resumed  hearing  of  this  case,  particulars  of  which 
were  given  in  last  week's  issue  (page  654),  judgment  was 
given  for  the  plaintiff  with  costs.  An  account  of  the  com- 
mission due  to  plaintiff  from  December  7,  1888,  to  Novem- 
ber 15,  1899,  was  ordered  to  be  taken,  together  with  an  inquiry 
as  to  damages  for  plaintiff's  alleged  wrongful  dismissal. 


Pharmacy  Acts. 

The  Unqualified  Seller. 

At  the  Linlithgow  Sheriff  Court  on  April  22,  Sheriff -substi- 
tute Turnbull  on  the  bench,  Wm.  Brownrig,  unqualified 
assistant  to  Dr.  Stewart,  the  Medical  Hall,  Uphall,  appeared 
again  for  trial  on  charges  of  selling  a  liniment  of  chloroform 
aud  red-precipitate  ointment. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Morison  appeared  for  the  Kegistrar  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  who  prosecuted,  and  the  accused 
conducted  his  own  defence. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill,  having  proved  that  accused  was  not  a 
registered  chemist,  produced  the  poisons  which  had  been 
handed  to  him  by  the  witnesses  to  whom  they  were  sold. 
The  box  containing  the  red  precipitate  had  no  label  upon  it, 
and  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  the  sale  of  poisons 
ba  1  been  disregarded.  The  bottle  containing  the  chloroform 
wa?  properly  labelled,  except  that  the  name  of  the  seller  did 
not  appear  on  the  label.  He  found  the  box  to  contain  red 
p  eoipitate,  and  the  bottle  to  contain  chloroform. 

Ac  drew  McLean  deposed  to  purchasing  th9  poisons  in 
question  from  accused,  who,  he  said,  was  alone  in  the  shop, 
and  was  in  witness's  view  during  the  whole  transaction. 
Cross-examined — He  did  not  tell  who  he  was  because  he  did 
not  wish  accused  to  know. 

The  Sheriff  asked  if  witness  was  bound  to  tell.  Accused 
said  he  thought  he  was.  Dr.  Stewart  might  have  been  in 
the  shop.  He  did  not  call  Dr.  Stewart  for  every  little  thing 
he  sold.  The  Sheriff:  Is  it  your  defence  that  the  doctor  was 
on  the  premises  ?  Accused :  Yes  ;  he  was  in  charge,  and 
seeing  all  the  sales,  especially  sales  of  poisons. 

Witness,  however,  said  Dr.  Stewart  was  not  in  the  shop 
and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sales,  and  corroborative 
eviJeoce  was  given  by  Donald  McLean.  He  was  quite 
certain  there  was  no  one  in  the  shop  bur.  accused. 

The  defence  was  that  Dr.  Stewart  was  in  charge  of  the 
shop.  People  coming  in  might  not  see  him,  accused  said, 
as  there  was  a  large  screen  that  obscured  the  view.  The 
doctor  was  extra  cautious  because  accused  had  complained 
to  him  that  he  had  no  one  in  the  place  to  send  for  him  if  a 
poison  were  asked  for,  and  the  doctor  provided  a  girl  for 
that  purpose.  Dr.  Stewart  gave  evidence  that  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  going  to  the  shop  every  night  for  the  special 
purpose  of  taking  charge,  and  being  called  in  if  any  poison 
was  sold.  His  residence  was  quite  close  to  the  shop.  He 
never  made  sales  himself  in  the  shop.  He  knew  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  as  to  the  labelling  of  poisons,  but 
he  could  not  explain  why  the  red  precipitate  had  been  sold 
without  a  label.  Accused  had  been  in  the  trade  for  twenty 
years,  and  he  thought  accused  better  qualified  to  conduct 
his  business  than  a  registered  chemist,  for  accused  was  a 
medical  student,  and  had  passed  his  second  professional 
examination.  He  wished  to  make  some  remarks  as  to  the 
aims  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  this  prosecution.  He 
would  like  to  expose  these  people  The  Sheriff  said  that  did 
not  concern  him  here.  Dr.  Stewart :  But  will  you  not  allow 
me  to  make  some  comments  upon  this  so-called  Society  1 

Cross-examination  being  continued,  witness  said  the 
poisons  were  sold  against  his  instmctions.  He  was  aware 
that  accused  was  convicted  for  selling  poisons  in  June  last, 
and  in  order  to  prevent  the  same  happening  again  he  had 
given  strict  orders  that  no  poisons  should  be  sold.  He 
admitted  having  written  a  letter  to  the  prosecutors'  agent  on 
the  last  occasion,  in  which  he  said  he  did  not  consider 
himself  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  accused,  that  he  was  in 
receipt  of  a  small  wage,  was  married,  that  he  did  not  believe 
he  had  enough  to  purchase  a  pair  of  boots  for  himself,  and 
that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  the  Society  might  do 
anything  they  liked  with  regard  to  the  recovery  of  the 


penalties.  Mr.  Morison :  Is  that  the  position  you  take  up 
with  reference  to  your  assistant  in  a  matter  of  this  Sind 
Does  that  letter  correctly  describe  your  attitude  1  Dr. 
Stewart  said  he  was  not  fined.  The  letter  did  represent  his 
true  position,  because  the  accused  acted  contrary  to  his 
instructions,  and  he  had  remonstrated  with  him  and  warned 
him.  He  could  not  swear  that  he  was  present  when  these 
poisons  were  sold,  but  he  remembered  when  sitting  in  the 
back  shop  heariDg  someone  ask  for  chloroform  liniment. 
Did  you  superintend  that  sale  then  ?  Witness  :  I  was  there 
to  supervise  and  overlook  what  was  going  on.  I  was  reading 
in  the  back  shop,  but  no  one  in  the  shop  could  see  me. 

Mr.  Morison  :  Do  you  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  you 
are  properly  supervising  the  shop,  and  that  you  think  that  is 
how  your  business  ought  to  be  conducted  when  you  are 
simply  sitting  in  the  back  shop  reading  books  ?  Dr.  Stewart 
said  he  considered  that  was  sufficient  supervision  of  the  shop. 
Mr.  Morison  said  the  only  question  was,  Did  Dr.  Stewart 
supervise  these  premises  1  He  submitted  that  in  the  light 
of  the  judgment  of  Justice  Hawkins  in  the  Wheeldon  case 
there  was  no  supervision  whatever,  even  if  it  were  true  that 
Dr.  Stewart  was  in  the  hack  shop  when  the  poisons  were 
sold.  The  qualified  person  must  actually  direct  and  take 
part  in  the  sale,  and  it  was  laid  down  that  if  a  qualified 
person  left  the  shop  in  charge  of  an  unqualified  person  he 
must  either  lock  up  the  poisons  or  entirely  prohibit  their 
sale  during  his  absence.  The  Sheriff  found  accused  guilty, 
and  said  it  was  flagrant,  because  it  was  a  second  offence, 
and  there  had  been  great  carelessness  in  not  labelling  the 
ointment.  He  would  impose  a  penalty  of  21.  10a.  for  each 
offence,  with  21.  expenses,  or  in  default  of  payment  twenty 
days'  imprisonment.  The  penalty  and  costs  were  paid  at 
the  bar. 

In  the  case  of  Miss  Orr,  Bo'ness,  which  was  also  to  have 
come  up  at  this  Court,  Mr.  Morison  intimated  that  in  con- 
sequence of  information  he  had  just  received  he  had  resolved 
to  desert  this  diet  simplicitur,  and  put  in  a  minute  to  that 
effect.  Mr.  Kidd,  who  appeared  for  the  respondent,  said  Dr. 
Graham,  Miss  Blyth,  and  Miss  Orr  were  present,  and  he 
therefore  moved  for  substantial  costs.  Mr.  Morison  said  if 
his  friend  was  going  to  ask  substantial  expenses  he  would 
object  to  the  motion  in  toto,  as  it  was  incompetent  to  grant 
expenses  where  a  diet  had  betn  deserted.  If  his  friend 
would  be  reasonable  in  his  demand  the  Society  would  give 
him  expenses  simply  becau-e  of  the  misunderstanding  that 
had  taken  place.  Mr.  Kidd  asked  what  that  offer  amount*  d 
to.  Mr.  Morison  said  he  would  be  prepared  to  give  21.  2s., 
and  that  was  accepted. 


Weights  and  Measures  and  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts. 

Unstamped  Scales  and  Inaccurate  Dispensing. 

At  Brierley  Hill  Police  Court  on  April  18,  Edwin  Cox, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Quirry  Bank,  was  charged  with 
refusing  to  produce  to  an  inspector  a  dispensing  balance 
and  scales  on  two  separate  dates,  also  with  having  in  his 
possession  on  the  same  dates  a  dispensing  scale  and  weights 
which  were  unstamped.  There  was  also  a  charge  of  selling 
a  drug  not  compounded  according  to  the  demands  of  the 
purchaser. 

The  case  for  the  prosecution  was  to  the  effect  that  when 
the_  inspector  visited  defendant's  shop  he  examined  the 
ordinary  weights  and  scales  and  found  them  correct.  He 
then  asked  for  the  dispensing-scales,  but  Mr.  Cox  replied 
that  he  had  none.  The  inspector  then  asked  how  he  would 
weigh  20  gr.  of  quinine,  and  defendant  said  "he  would 
guess  it."  He  did  very  litt'e  dispensing,  he  said.  On  the 
next  day  the  same  inspector  sent  to  defendant  a  prescription 
for  a  mixture  containing  16  gr.  of  quinine.  After  it  had 
been  dispensed  he  entered  the  shop,  told  defendant  it  was 
for  analysis,  asked  how  he  had  prepared  it,  and  where  were 
his  scales.  Again  defendant,  according  to  the  inspector's 
story,  said  he  had  none,  and  that  he  guessed  the  quantities 
in  the  prescription.  The  inspector  found  a  small  box  on  a 
shelf  which  contained  dispensing  scales  and  weights,  none  of 
which  were  stamped.  There  were  no  grain  weights  in  the 
box  at  all.  The  mixture,  on  being  analysed,  was  found  to  be 
17  per  cent,  deficient  in  quinine.  The  public  analyst  for 
Staffordshire  (Mr.  G.  W.  T.  Jones)  deposed  to  his  analysis, 
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and,  in  reply  to  defendant,  said  he  did  not  consider  quinine 
a  dangerous  drug,  and  that  a  deficit  of  17  per  cent,  would 
not  make  a  great  difference  in  a  dose. 

Defendant  told  the  Stipendiary  that  he  had  just  taken 
over  the  business,  which,  since  his  father's  death  five  or  six 
years  ago,  had  been  carried  on  by  his  mother.  Among  the 
things  he  found  at  the  shop  were  an  old  pair  of  dispensing- 
scales,  which  he  had  never  used  since  he  had  the  business, 
and  he  explained  that  fact  to  the  inspector.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  the  whole  of  the  weights  were  not  there,  and  he  had 
intended  buying  new  ones.  There  wai  really  to  dispensing 
trade  at  Quarry  Bank.  In  this  particular  case  he  did  not 
think  the  order  of  much  importanse,  and  he  supplied  it.  Had 
it  been  a  more  important  drug  he  would  have  refused  to  fill 
the  order. 

The  Stipendiary  said  for  having  unstamped  scalps  and 
weights  on  the  first  date  defendant  would  be  fined  206'.  and 
costs,  or  a  month,  and  for  the  same  offence  the  next  day  10s. 
and  costs,  or  fourteen  days.  For  not  producing  the  scales 
and  weights  on  the  first  occasion  he  would  be  fined  51.  and 
costs,  and  for  the  second  offence  11.  10s.  and  costs.  Regarding 
the  case  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  there  was  no 
believing  the  defendant.  He  said  he  did  it  by  rule  of  thumb, 
or  guess-work,  and  that  he  had  no  dispensing-weights.  A 
man  took  an  ordinary  prescription  to  the  defendant,  and  he 
made  it  up  altogether  wrong,  and  the  probability  was  that 
he  did  gue ss  it.  The  fact  of  the  defendant  carrying  on  the 
business  of  dispensing  in  this  slovenly,  haphazard  manner 
showed  him  to  be  entirely  unfit  to  carry  on  any  business  at 
all  as  a  dispensing  chemist.  For  this  offence  he  would  be 
fined  10£.,  and  the  costs.    The  total  fine  and  costs  were 

[In  connection  with  this  case  we  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Cox,  in  the  course  of  which  he  says  that  the  statement  attributed 
to  bim  that  "  '  he  had  never  used  scales  for  dispensing  purposes ' 
is  absurd.  The  fact  was  he  had  not  used  the  scales  in  question, 
which  were  an  old  pair  put  away  on  a  shelf,  and  at  the  time  found 
were  covered  with  dust,  thus  proving  they  had  not  been  used. 
Having  decided  to  discard  them,  he  considered  himself  justified 
in  not  producing  them.  The  scales,  weights,  and  measures  in  use 
were  all  found  to  be  correct.  .  .  .  Nothing  was  said  by  him  about 
guessing  the  constituents  of  a  prescription."] 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Sal  Volatile. 

At  the  Skipton  Petty  Sessions  on  April  20,  John  Henry 
Bennett,  druggist,  Silsden,  was  summoned  for  selling  sal 
volatile  not  in  accordance  with  the  B.P.  The  certificate  of 
Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  of  Sheffield,  the  county  analyst,  was  to  the 
following  effect : — 

The  sample  contained  ammonium  carbonate  1^  oz.  ;  strong 
solution  of  ammonia,  10  fl.  oz.  ;  alcohol,  water,  and  oils  of  nutmeg 
and  lemon,  about  7k  pints.  The  B.P.  directs  spirit  of  sal  volatile 
to  be  prepared  so  as  to  contain  4  oz.  of  ammonium  carbonate  in 
about  8  pints.  The  deficiency  in  the  sample  would  correspondingly 
reduce  its  medicinal  activity  so  far  as  this  is  due  to  the  ammonium 
carbonate.  The  loss  of  ammonium  carbonate  is  not  liable  to 
occur  from  volatilisation  or  other  causes.  The  solution  of 
ammonium  was  in  excess  of  the  proportion  required  by  the  B.P., 
which  directs  the  use  of  8  fl.  oz.  to  prepare  about  8  pints  of  the 
spirit.  No  natural  deterioration  by  volatilisation  would  tend  to 
loss  of  ammonia. 

Mr.  Percy  Naylor,  for  the  defendant,  explained  that  his 
client  purchased  the  drug  from  Bleasdales  (Limited),  and  it 
was  invoiced  to  him  as  B.P.,  the  bottle  and  label  being  pro- 
duced. Defendant  had  not  tampered  with  it,  and  his  client 
was  unfortunately  unaware  that  seven  days'  notice  was 
required  before  he  could  be  permitted  to  raise  the  question 
of  guarantee,  and  he  was  accordingly  that  day  labouring 
under  a  disability.  It  was  a  pity,  added  Mr.  Naylur,  that 
the  law  did  not  provide  that  druggists  should  be  warned 
that  such  notice  was  necessary.  The  wholesale  dealers  were 
confident  that  the  sal  volatile  was  of  the  B.P.  strength  when 
supplied  by  them,  and  the  defendant  was  an  absolutely 
innocent  party.  The  Chairman  :  The  analyst,  in  his  certifi- 
cate, says:  "Ammonium  carbonate  is  not  liable  to  suffer 
from  volatilisation."  Mr.  Naylor :  It  has  been  held  by  a 
higher  Court  that,  although  a  public  analjst  may  append 
such  remarks,  they  are  not  to  ie  taken  as  evidence,  The 


analyst  is  not  here,  and  though  you  may  read  the  observa 
tions  in  his  certificate  they  are  not  to  weigh  with  you. 
After  the  defendant  had  given  corroborative  evidence,  the 
Chairman  announced  that  under  the  circumstances  the 
Magistrates  would  dismiss  the  case  on  payment  of  costs. 
The  Magistrates'  Clerk,  however,  pointed  out  that  as  the 
defendant  had  admitted  the  certifi  ;ate,  and  thereby  pleaded 
guilty,  the  Bench  were  bound  to  convict,  and  the  Chairman 
accordingly  altered  his  decision  to  11.  and  costs,  altogether 
11.  2s.  8d. 


County  Court  Case. 

Employer  and  Employe. 

At  the  South wark  County  Court  on  April  18,  Messrs.  Down 
Brothers,  surgical-instrument  makers,  St.  Thomas's  Street, 
Borough,  S  E  ,  sued  a  forger  named  Hobson,  to  recover  38s., 
one  week's  wages,  in  lieu  of  notice.  Plaintiffs  enyaged  the 
defendant,  who  was  a  skilled  mechanic,  and  paid  his  fare 
from  Sheffield  to  London.  He  was  to  be  paid  by  the  p  ece, 
but  his  minimum  wages  were  to  be  38s.  per  week.  He 
worked  one  week,  but  failed  to  return  on  the  Monday'  of 
the  second  week,  sending  a  doctor's  certificate  instead.  His 
situation  was  kept  op:n  for  him  for  about  three  weeks,  when 
defendant  wrote  that  he  could  not  work  at  the  plaintiffs 
place,  owing  t)  the  position  of  the  workshop,  which  was  in 
the  basement,  a  thing  which  could  not  be  avoided,  as  the 
forge  must  be  on  the  ground  floor.  His  II  >nour  (Judge 
Addison,  K.C.)  said  thf-re  is  no  fixed  amount  of  liquidated 
damages  in  the  case  of  a  workman  leaving  his  work  without 
notice.  The  employe  does  not  pay  his  employer  wages,  and, 
as  in  this  case,  the  damage  cannot  be  ascertained  by  putting 
down  one  week's  wages.  An  engineer  at  21  per  week  might 
leave  without  giving  notice,  and  as  a  result  .'top  the  whole 
machinery  in  a  works  and  causs  very  great  loss.  In  that 
case  it  could  not  be  said  that  the  damage  was  21.  The  law 
is  that  if  a  person  breaks  a  contract  the  person  who  is 
injured  must  be  put  into  the  same  position  as  if  the  contract 
had  not  been  broken.  Wages  have  nothing  to  do  with  a 
master's  action.  No  doubt  ihis  11.  18s.  was  a  convenient 
form  of  putting  your  damage,  and  he  gave  judgment  for 
that  amouLt  and  costs. 

Tooth-brushes  Gone  Astray. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  April  23.  aa  action  was 
brought  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Saunders,  7  Manchester  Avenue, 
Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  to  recover  the  sum  of  <\l.  lis.  lid. 
for  thirty-five  dozen  tooth-brashes  ordered  by  and  delivered  to 
the  defendants,  Messrs.  Bre.t  &  Co.,  281  Beresford  Street, 
Kennington.  The  plaintiff  admitted  the  order  and  price, 
but  denied  the  delivery.  Evidence  was  called  on  behalf  of 
the  plaintiff  to  show  that  the  tooth-brushes  had  been  handed 
to  one  of  Messrs.  Pickford's  carmen.  The  carman  proved 
delivering  a  parcel  to  the  defendants,  but  defendants  said 
the  parcel  whicn  Pickford's  man  delivered  was  not  from  the 
plaintiff.  Mr.  Brett  deposed  that  the  tooth-brushes  had 
never  been  received,  and  an  assistant  corroborated.  The 
Deputy-Judge  (Mr.  G.  Pitt-Lewis  K.C.)  said  the  defendant' 
could  not  be  made  to  pay  for  the  tooth-brushes  which  had 
not  been  delivered.  There  must  be  judgment  for  the 
defendants,  with  costs.  The  plaintiff  must  sue  Messrs. 
Pickford  &  Co.,  who  had  apparently  lost  the  tooth-brushes. 


Bankruptcies  anfc>  failures. 


Be  Thomas  Ramsey  Kent,  76  New  Cut,  Lambeth,  103  West- 
minster Bridge  Road,  and  226  Blachfriars  Road,  S.E., 
Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  April  23,  the  adjourned 
meeting  of  creditors  was  held.  Amended  accounts  were  filed 
allowing  labilities  1,502/.  7s.  M.,  of  which  867/.  0s.  9d.  were 
unsecured,  and  assets  130/  7s.  No  proriosal  of  composition  was 
made,  and  eventually  the  matter  rem  lined  in  the  hands  of  the 
Official  Receiver  as  trustee  in  bankruptcy.  It  was  stated  that 
means  would  be  taken  to  obtain  the  best  offers  possible  for  the 
purchase  of  the  business. 
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Be  Robert  Leslie  McCulloch,  Low  Moor  House,  Low 
Moor,  Bradford,  Herbalist. 

This  debtor,  in  the  course  of  his  public  examination  at  the 
Bradford  Bankruptcy  Court  last  week,  stated  that  he  had  been  in 
business  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  The  Official  Receiver 
remarked  that  if  debtor's  medicines  had  been  successful  there 
ought  not  to  be  much  disease  left  in  the  world.  Debtor  seemed 
to  have  a  specific  for  almost  everything.  Debtor  stated  that  all 
his  medicines  were  made  from  herbg.  His  registered  trade-mark 
was  "  Huilche."  He  had  received  numerous  testimonials  as  to 
the  efficacy  of  his  medicines.  He  had  carried  on  business  pretty 
well  all  over  England.  He  was  worth  1,000?.  ten  years  ago.  His 
failure  had  been  brought  about  through  an  action  for  slander  he 
brought  against  a  gentleman  at  Halifax.  The  jury  found  that  no 
slander  had  been  committed,  and  he  had  to  pay  the  costs  During 
1890-1,  whilst  he  carried  on  business  in  London,  he  lost  about 
1,200?.    The  examination  was  closed. 


Deeos  of  arrangement 


SJia *•«  IjJuis,  1  Hanson  Lane,  Halifax,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Trustee,  Joe  N.  Lister,  Silver  Street,  Halifax,  accountant. 
Dated,  April  13 ;  filed,  April  19.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
16 U.  19s.  10d  ;  estimated  net  assets,  67?.  9s.  The  following 
are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Bourne,  Johnson  &  Co.,  London   11    0  0 

Oldfleld,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester  ...  98  0  0 
Simcock,  W.,  Leeds  11    0  0 

Holland,  Tom,  174-  High  Street,  Lincoln,  chemist  and  druggist 
Trustees,  John  S.  Battle,  Lincoln,  chemist  and  druggist,  and 
another.  Secured  creditor  j,  28?..  Dated,  April  15  j  filed, 
April  20.  Liabilities  unsecured,  1,220?.  16s.  4c?.  ;  estimated 
net  assets,  65'J?.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


£ 

s. 

a. 

Allison,  Johnson  &  Foster  (Limited), 

Hull   

50 

0 

0 

Battle  &  Co.,  Lincoln   

90 

0 

0 

Blundell,  Spence  &  Co,  Hull   

28 

0 

0 

Blyton,  H.,  Lincoln.  

21 

0 

0 

Carr,  G.,  &  Co.,  Sheffield  

10 

0 

0 

Collett,  Dodds  &  Co.,  London   

25 

0 

0 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool 

28 

0 

0 

Pardon's   Vinegar   Company  (Limited), 

Birmingham   

10 

0 

0 

Holland,  Miss  A.  M.,  Ashton-under-Lyne 

50 

0 

0 

Holton,  J.  H,  Sheffield   

115 

0 

0 

Johnson,  W.  &  H,  Hull   

12 

0 

0 

Lloyd,  T.  Howard,  &  Co.,  Leicester 

10 

0 

0 

Odling,  J.,  Buslingthorpe  Hall  ... 

100 

0 

0 

Oldfleld,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester  ... 

80 

0 

0 

Rumble,  —  (rent  and  fixtures),  Lincoln... 

62 

0 

0 

Storry,  Smithson  &  Co.,  Hull   

16 

0 

0 

Storry,  Witty  &  Co.  (Limited),  Hull 

23 

0 

0 

Thurlby,  S.,  Lincoln   

12 

0 

0 

Walker,  Parker  &  Walker,  Newcastle  ... 

23 

0 

0 

Bankers'  claims   

225 

0 

0 

(Basette* 


Partnership  Dissolved. 

ITorthDroft,  G.,  and  Pride  xux,  H.  S.,  under  the  style  of 
Northeroft  and  Prid^aux,  Harley  Street,  W.,  and  Windsor, 
dentists. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Wood,  John  Hutchinson,  Croydon,  chemist. 

Adjudications. 

Adler,  Martin  Waldemar,  Hove,  late  Brighton,  chemist. 
CSrannuin,  Walter  Belfield,  Luton,  physician  and  surgeon. 


Mr.  J.  A.  Banyard,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Messrs. 
Peake,  Allen  &  Co.,  Lucknow,  was  a  passenger  by  the  mail 
leaving  Bombay  on  April  6. 


Hew  Companies  &  Company  1Rem 


Incorporated  Belfast  Maternity  Hospital. — Registered  in 
Dublin  with  5  )0  members,  each  liable  for  10s.  Objects  :  To  form, 
establish,  endow,  maintain,  and  conduct  a  hospital  and  nursing 
institute,  with  necessary  branches,  for  the  treatment  and  benefit 
of  necessitous  women  of  all  religious  denominations.  Registered 
office,  32  Clifton  Street,  Belfast. 

'  James  Robinson  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  10,000?.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  archil, 
cudbear,  and  anilin  dye  manufacturers,  drysalters,  and  general 
dyeware  and  chemical  manufacturers  and  merchants,  carried  on 
at  Hillhouse  Road,  Huddersfield,  by  Thos.  M.  Tolson  as  "James 
Robinson  &  Co."  Registered  office,  Hillhouse  Road,  Hudders- 
field. 

Staffordshire  Oil,  Paint  and  Colour  Works  (Limited). — 
Capital  5,000?.,  in  1?.  sbares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement 
with  T  W.  Lench,  A.  H.  Davis,  G.  Garnett,  and  C.  E.  Talbot,  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  im- 
porters and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  chemical,  industrial, 
and  other  preparations  and  articles,  hardware  manufacturers  and 
merchants,  &c.  Minimum  cash  subscription  (if  any  shares  offered 
to  public),  500  scares.  The  first  directors  are  T.  W.  Lench,  G. 
Garnett,  C.  E.  Talbot,  and  A.  H.  Davis.  Qualification  (except 
first  directors),  25  shares. 

E.  H.  Johnson  &  Co  (Limited). — Capital  1,500?.  in  1?.  shares 
(759  preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on 
at  231  High  Street,  Lewisham,  as  "  P.  H.  Johnson  &  Co.,"  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  chenvsts,  druggists,  drysalters,  &c  The 
first  subscribers  are :— F.  G.  Hands,  53  St.  Peter's  Road,  Hands- 
worth,  Staffordshire,  engineer ;  G.  W.  Hands,  231  High  Street, 
Lewisham,  analytical  chemist;  F.  J.  Hands,  Llyfnant,  Western 
Road,  Wylde  Green,  Warwickshire,  clerk ;  Mrs.  K.  M.  Hands, 
53  St.  Peter's  Road,  Handsworth,  Staffordshire  ;  F.  B.  Hands, 
53  St.  Peter's  Road,  Handsworth,  Staffordshire,  schoolmaster; 
H.  I.  Hands,  53  St.  Peter's  Road,  Handsworth,  Staffordshire, 
architect's  assistant;  and  C.  H.  Hands,  53  St.  Peter's  Road, 
Handsworth,  Staffordshire,  engineer.  Registered  office,  231  High 
Street,  Lewisham. 


Thames  White-lead  Company  (Limited). — A  com- 
pulsory winding-up  order  was  granted  by  Mr.  Justice  Wright 
011  Wednesday,  April  24, 

Valentine's  Extract  Company  (Limited).  —  The 
petition  of  Valentine's  Meat- juice  Company  for  the  compul- 
sory winding  up  of  Valentine's  Extract  Company  (Limited) 
wa<  before  Mr.  Justice  Wright  in  the  Companies'  Winding- 
up  Court  on  Wednesday,  April  24.  Mr.  Eve,  K  C,  for  the 
petitioning  company,  explained  that  his  clients  became 
creditors  through  the  action  again^  the  defendant  com- 
pany, so  well  known  to  the  trade.  Mr.  Valentine,  who  pro- 
moted the  Valentine  Extract  Company,  was  a  shareholder, 
and  also  held  1,850  debentures  in  the  company.  His  clients 
w  ere  anxious  to  see  if  they  could  not  recover  something  from 
the  company  on  account  of  its  indebtedness.  The  capital  of 
the  company  consisted  of  ordinary  and  preference  shares,  but 
no  return  had  ever  been  made  to  the  shareholders.  In  the 
action  the  costs  had  been  taxed  at  2  876?  7s  9d  ,  and  they 
had  been  unable  to  recover  anything  ;  therefore,  they  had 
filed  the  present  petition.  In  Mr.  Valentine's  affidavit  in 
reply,  he  said  that  the  assets  of  the  company  would  not  be 
more  than  sufficient,  and  might  possibly  ba  insufficient,  to 
pay  the  amount  of  the  debentures,  and  that  if  a  compulsory 
order  was  made  there  would  not  ba  any  assets  to  pay  the 
creditors.  He  also  said  that  an  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords  was  in  contemplation,  and  that  a  winding-up  resolu- 
tion would  interfere  with  it.  His  Lo  dship,  on  referring  to 
the  documents,  would  find  that  both  Courts  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  this  gentleman's  conduct  had  been  discredit- 
able in  the  extreme.  He  had  turned  his  name  to  account  in 
forming  the  company  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the 
petitioners,  and  the  injunction  he  had  asked  for  in  the 
co  irts  was  based  on  fraud  on  his  part.  Mr.  Sims  opposed  the 
petition  on  the  ground  that  no  tangible  benefit  could  come 
fr.im  an  order  to  wind  up.  The  object  of  the  petition,  he 
said,  was  to  ruin  the  company  by  litigation.  His  Lordship 
made  the  usual  order  for  compulsory  winding  up,  saying  it 
had  not  beemnade  out  to  his  satisfaction  that  thete  would 
be  no  benefit  arising  from  it. 
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Winter  Session, 


Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor. 


Chemical  Society. 

On  Thursday  evening,  April  18,  a  large  attendance  of  the 
Fellows  greeted  the  first  appearance  of  the  new  President 
(Professor  Emerson  Rejnokls)  in  the  chair.  His  first 
remarks  were  the  expression  of  his  thanks  to  the  Society  for 
the  honour  it  had  paid  him,  and  of  his  confidence  in  its 
continued  good  will  and  support  The  little  speech  was 
received  with  hearty  applause,  and  the  meeting  settled  down 
to  its  routine  business.  The  general  conversation  indulged 
in  during  this  time  was,  however,  interrupted  by  Professor 
Kipping,  who  wished  to  know  why  a  paper  which  had  not 
been  announced  in  the  Proceedings  (that  of  Dr.  Harden) 
had  been  taken  before  those  of  Dr.  Lauder,  two  of  which 
had  1  Dr.  Lauder  is  one  of  Professor  Kipping's  assistants, 
but  that  fact  was  not  what  moved  him  to  ask  the  question  — 
it  was  a  pure  zeal  for  order.  Professor  Dtjnstan  replied 
that,  according  to  the  by-laws,  the  order  in  which  the 
Papers  were  read  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  meeting.  Professor  Kipping  still  seemed  dissatisfied, 
even  after  a  further  explanation  from  Professor  Thorpe. 

The  President  then  announced  that  he  bad  received  a 
requisition  signed  by  a  sufficient  number  of  Fellows  asking 
him  to  summon  an  extraordinary  general  meeting  to  discuss 
the  recent  decision  of  the  Council  to  change  the  day  and 
tiour  of  meeting,  and  stated  that  the  meeting  would  be  called 
for  Wednesday,  May  15,  at  8  P  M. 

The  list  of  papers  announced  was  very  long,  but,  as  it 
appeared,  few  of  the  authors  were  present,  and  their  com- 
munications were  taken  as  read.  They  included  one  "  On  the 
Estimation  of  Cocaine  and  on  Di-iodo-cocaine  Hydriodide," 
by  W.  Garsed  and  Professor  Collie  ;  "  On  the  Preparation  of 
Synthetical  Glucosides,"  by  Professor  Ryan  and  W.  S.  Mills; 
and  "  On  the  Chemistry  of  Nerium  odorum,"  by  Professor 
Chuni  Lai  Bose.  The  papers  read  were  destitute  of  pharma- 
ceutical interest. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

At  the  evening  meeting  on  April  18,  Mr.  J.  Fothergill 
read  an  essay  on  the  eye.  This  was  a  lengthy  description  of 
the  anatomical  structure  of  the  eye  and  of  its  physiology. 
The  writer  described  in  succession  the  cornea,  iris,  retina, 
and  refracting  media,  including  the  aqueous  humour,  vitreous 
humour,  and  crystalline  lens.  He  then  took  up  the  subjects 
of  refraction,  accommodation,  and  convergence,  and  con- 
cluded with  some  observations  on  the  curiosities  of  sight. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Fothergill  for  his 
€£S  xy. 


Cardiff  and  District  Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

A  MEETING  of  the  members  of  this  Association  was  held 
at  the  Park  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  Mr. 
A.  Hagon  presided,  and  amongst  those  present  were  Messrs. 
Jabez  A.  Jones  (Vice-President),  R.  Drane,  D.  Anthony,  A. 
Coleman,  R.  Mumford,  A.  J.  Bellamy,  —  Hopkins  (Barry), 
and  W.  J.  Sanders  (Hon.  Secretary). 

Early  Closing. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  in  addition  to  obtaining  the 
closing  of  the  shops  in  the  centre  of  the  town  at  8  o'clock 
on  four  evenings  of  the  week,  and  at  half-past  10  on  Satur- 
days, he  (the  Secretary)  had  canvassed  the  shops  in  Cathajs, 
Roath,  and  South  Splott,  and  had  secured  the  closing  in 
those  districts  on  four  evenings  at  9  o'clock,  and  on  Wednes- 
day at  2.  The  chemists  had,  moreover,  promised  to  open  on 
Sunday  evening  for  one  hour  only. 

The  President  said  he  had  not  yet  completed  his  canvass 
of  the  Canton  and  Docks  districts. 


Mr.  R.  Drane  then  delivered  a  humorously  sarcastic 
address  on  the  text,  "  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  He  chas- 
teneth,"  and  a  discussion  followed.  We  hope  to  return  to 
this  matter  next  week. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh,  on  April  19,  Mr.  David  Harley  (President)  in 
the  chair. 

The  first  communication  was  by '.Mr.  Archibald  Currie, 
who  read  a  paper  entitled  : 

Will  Pharmacists  become  Tradesmen? 

Mr.  Currie  strongly  deprecated  some  modern  tendencies 
towards  mere  commercialism  on  the  part  of  pharmacists. 
He  thought  every  pharmacist  should,  as  far  as  possible,  make 
his  own  prepirations,  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  a  personal 
guarantee  of  quality,  atd  not  rely  so  much  on  wholesale 
makers.  Pharmacists  should  cultivate  a  professional  spirit. 
The  appearance  of  some  pharmacists'  windows  was  calculated 
to  lower  their  dignity  to  that  of  a  mere  tradesman.  They 
should  remember  that  they  differed  from  a  tradesman  in 
respect  that  there  was  demanded  of  them  special  knowledge 
and  skill  in  the  selecting  and  compounding  of  the  articles 
they  were  called  upon  to  supply. 

Mr.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland  then  read  a  paper  on 

Calcareous  Deposits  and  Petrifactions, 
in  which  he  gave  an  interesting  description  of  the  "  petrifying- 
springs  "  of  Matlock  Bath,  and  exhibited  such  things  as  a 
bird's  nest,  a  wire  basket  containing  twigs  of  trees,  a  clay 
pipe,  a  carved  cocoanut  shell  and  other  articles,  which  had 
been  covered  by  a  calcareous  deposit  by  being  placed  for 
upwards  of  one  year  in  the  water  of  the  springs.  He  also 
exhibited  fine  specimens  of  the  unique  calcareous  tufa  of  the 
Matlock  district,  and  also  stalactitic  rock. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  exhibited  diagrams  of  the  life-history 
of  mushroom  and  eigot,  and  a  section  of  a  pine-leaf. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  votes  of  thanks  were 
awarded  to  Messrs.  Currie,  Rowland,  and  Cowie,  and  an 
interesting  discussion  took  place. 

Messrs.  W.  B.  Cowie  and  G.  H.  C.  Rowland  were  elected 
auditors. 


Exeter  Association  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

At  the  Albert  Memorial  Museum,  Exeter,  on  April  18,  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Exeter  Association 
of  Chemists  and  Druggists  was  held.  Mr.  T.  C.  Milton  pre- 
sided, there  being  also  present  Messrs.  D.  Reid,  J.  Hinton 
Lake,  H.  W  Gadd  (Hon.  Secretary),  J.  W.  Lake  (Hon. 
Treasurer),  E.  Lemmon,  G.  Stocker,  and  F.  Vinden. 

On  the  confirmation  of  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meet- 
ing, the  President  remarked  that  the  number  of  local 
associations  which  had  expressed  themselves  in  favour  of 
Lord  Avebury's  Shops  (Early-closing)  Bill  showed  that  this 
Association  was  justified  in  the  action  it  took  in  that 
respect. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  read  the  annual  report ;  after  which 

Mr.  J.  Hinton  Lake,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  congratulated  the  President  on  the  fact  that  during 
his  year  of  office  snme  very  valuable  work  had  been  done  on 
behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  conclusions 
arrived  at  on  the  subjects  discussed  must  have  strengthened 
the  hands  of  the  Society. 

Mr  Reid  seconded  and 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  President,  referring  to  the  joint-excursion  with 
their  Plymouth  brethren  in  the  summer,  said  it  was  of  con- 
siderable importance.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  made 
many  friends,  and  was  able  to  discuss  matters  of  trade 
interest.  He  believed  that  one  of  the  outcomes  of  the 
gathering  was  that  they  were  shortly  to  receive  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  Reid  had 
received  a  visit  from  Mr.  Park,  a  member  of  the  Council, 
who  also  called  on  him  (the  President)  and  other  gentlemen. 
An  introduction  took  place  at  the  summer  meeting,  and  th's 
was  one  of  the  results.    With  regard  to  the  Companies  Bill 
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and  the  two  clauses  affecting  pharmacists,  he  was  inclined 
to  think  that  the  protest  forwarded  by  their  Association — 
thanks  to  their  solicitor,  Mr.  Clapp — was  a  very  masterly 
protest.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Clapp  worded  the  protest  in  an 
excellent  manner,  if  not  better  than  the  protest  which  came 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  knew  that  the 
Association's  protest  was  received  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  respect  by  the  members  of  Parliament  for  that 
district,  because  he  had  received  letters  from  their  city 
member  (Sir  Edgar  Vincent),  Sir  Cameron  Gull,  and  others 
to  tbat  effect,  showing  also  their  sympathy  with  the  cause. 
The  fact  that  the  clauses  were  thrown  out  showed  that  it 
did  good. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  presented  his  statement  of  accounts, 
which  showed  a  balance  in  hand,  and  it  was  adopted. 

Election  op  Officers. 

Mr.  E.  Lemmon  was  then  elected  President  for  the  ensuing 
year,  Mr.  J.  W.  Lake  was  re-elected  Hon.  Treasurer,  and 
Mr.  H.  W.  Gadd  Hon.  Secretary.  Mr.  Milton  was  elected 
Vice-President,  and  Mr.  C.  R.  M.  Clapp  Hon.  Solicitor. 

A  Local  Meeting. 

Mr.  Reid  stated  that,  being  informed  by  Mr.  Park  that 
it  was  proposed  to  hold  a  local  meeting  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  at  Exeter,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Bremridge, 
stating  that  they  would  be  very  pleased  to  do  their  best  to 
arraDge  such  a  meeting,  and  received  the  following  reply  : — 

17  Bloomsbury  Square,  LondoD,  W.C., 

April  16, 1901. 

Dear  Sie, — I  have  provisionally  booked  May  15  for  the  divisional 
meeting  at  Plymouth,  and  the  following  day  for  the  divisional 
meeting  at  Exeter.  As  Mr.  Park  no  doubt  informed  you,  the 
meetings  are  convened  by  me  as  officer  of  the  Society— in  fact,  the 
gatherings  are  local  conferences  of  the  Society.  Plymouth  will 
take  in  Cornwall  and  the  Totnes  and  Tavistock  divisions  of  Devon- 
shire. Exeter,  it  is  proposed,  shall  take  the  remaining  divisions 
in  Devonshire,  and  it  is  further  proposed  to  provide  for  such  towns 
as  Newton  Abbot  and  Ashburton  having  the  option  of  attending 
the  centre,  which  might  be  found  most  convenient.  All  I  want 
you  to  do  just  now  is  to  get  your  local  colleagues  to  agree 
upon  the  place  of  meeting,  and  the  time  of  meeting,  and  to  let  me 
know  the  decision  arrived  at.  It  will  be  convenient  not  to  have 
the  hour  fixed  too  late,  because  a  good  many  persons  from  the  out- 
lying districts  will  want  to  get  home  again  the  same  night.  I 
should  imagine  4  o'clock  might  be  suitable,  and  it  has  been  usual 
at  the  other  divisional  meetings  to  have  a  preliminary  meeting  of 
the  divisional  secretaries,  say  half-an-hour  before  the  big  meeting, 
to  arrange  the  procedure  of  business. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

R.  Bbemridge, 

Secretary. 

After  discussion  it  was  resolved  that  the  President,  Mr- 
Reid,  as  the  Local  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  as  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Association,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  meeting. 


Glasgow  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  annual  business  meeting  was  held  in  the  Waterloo 
Rooms,  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  17,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour 
in  the  chair.  The  Secretary  reported  that  the  membership 
and  work  of  the  Association  had  been  well  sustained.  It 
was  disappointing,  however,  to  find  so  much  indifference  to 
the  movement  amongst  assistants,  and  the  attendance  at 
meetings  was  often  meagre.  The  treasurer's  balance-sheet 
testified  to  an  increased  income  and  surplus.  The  tollowing 
office-bearers  were  elected  for  1901-2 : — Hon.  President,  R. 
McAdam ;  President,  J.  P.  Gilmour ;  Vice-President,  J.  P. 
Taylor ;  Secretary  pro  tern.,  G.  Grerson ;  Treasurer,  J.  J. 
Sturgeon  ;  Committee,  Messrs.  Hannah,  Bewglas,  Cockburn, 
Pfeiffer,  Mackay,  Rowan,  Rodwell,  Steven,  White,  Davie, 
Dickie,  Thomson,  and  Lyon.  A  sub-committee  was  appointed 
to  promote  a  scheme  for  the  development  of  the  Association 
on  a  federal  basis,  and  a  deputation  was  appointed  to 
approach  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  em- 
ployers with  reference  to  a  strongly-expressed  desire  for  an 
assistants'  weekly  afternoon  off  during  the  period  of  the 
exhibition.    There  was  no  other  business. 


Newcastle=on=Tyne  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETING  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  17,  Mr. 
Charles  Ridley  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  very 
good  attendance,  and  the  subject  of  the  evening  was 

Chemists  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 
on  which  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Meeson.  The 
author  first  called  attention  to  the  marked  difference  in  the 
manner  of  administering  the  law  in  different  districts,  giving 
as  an  instance  County  Durham,  where  there  are  a  score  of 
cases  of  infiingement  to  one  in  Newcastle  or  Northumberland 
County.  He  submitted  that  this  is  not  because  people  in 
Durham  are  more  dishonest  than  in  other  parts,  but  because 
the  officers  under  the  Act  are  more  energetic.  He  also 
pointed  out  that  public  analysts  are  not  always  beyond 
reproach,  for  in  many  instances  proceedings  taken  against 
retailers  on  the  bar  is  of  the  analyst's  certificates  have  failed 
completely.  He  stated  further  that  public  analysts  have  a 
knack  of  painting  any  deficiency  in  the  blackest  colours 
with  the  result  that  matters  frequently  look  very  bad  to  the 
unscientific  members  of  the  Bench  As  to  the  institution  of 
prosecutions,  he  mentioned  that  the  authorities  in  some  dis- 
tricts consult  the  local  representative  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  before  instituting  proceedings,  and  in  this  way 
vexatious  prosecutions  are  avoided.  He  proceeded  to  refer 
to  the  qualifications  of  public  analyst?,  submitting  tbat  the 
special  examination  recently  started  by  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  is  not  sufficient,  so  far  at  least  as  pharmaceutical 
preparations  are  concerned,  and  that  some  experience  in 
phaimacy  itself  is  actually  necessary  before  an  indictment 
is  framed  on  the  basis  of  an  ordinary  analyst's  work.  As 
the  analyst  may  not  be  able  to  get  the  pharmaceutical 
knowledge,  the  difficulty  can  be  got  over,  Mr.  Merson 
suggested,  by  each  local  authority  having  an  expert  pharma- 
ceutical referee  to  assist  them  in  their  decisions.  Thus  the 
referee  might  be  consulted  as  to  what  articles  are  suitable 
for  sampling,  giving,  perhaps,  his  opinion  and  reasons  why 
certain  substances  such  as  spt.  astheris  nitrosi  should  not  be 
too  ligorously  dealt  with,  and  after  receipt  of  the  analyst's 
certificates  by  the  authorities  he  might  advise  whether  or 
not,  in  defective  articles,  the  results  showed  wilful  intent, 
culpable  carelessness,  or  that  the  deficiency  was  due  to  some 
cause  which  the  vendor  could  not  by  the  exercise  of  reason- 
able care  prevent. 

Mr.  Meison  then  took  up  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  is  a  legal  standard  under  the  Acts, 
and  narrated  the  leading  faots  in  the  discussion  which  has 
taken  place  on  this  subject  during  the  past  twelve  months, 
giving  examples  to  show  where  the  Pharmacopoeia  may  be 
considered  to  apply  and  where  it  may  not,  quoting  magis- 
terial decisions  in  respect  to  wax.  He  then  dealt  with  the 
plea,  "  Custom  of  the  trade,"  pointing  out  that  this  varies  in 
districts,  and  warning  his  hearers  that  a  decision  in  one 
district  may  be  reversed  in  another  where  different  customs 
prevail.  He  then  dealt  with  ambiguities  in  rtspect  to  names 
under  which  articles  are  asked  for — e.g.,  "  quinine  "  when  the 
customer  wants  quinine  sulphate,  "soft  soap"  when  the 
person  does  not  want  the  B.P.  article,  "  carbonate  of  irosi " 
for  tic  when  the  sesquioxide  is  the  article  required,  and 
"blue  ointment"  or  "mercurial  ointment"  when  the  old 
milder  preparation  is  the  thing  for  the  purpose.  He  sub- 
mitted that  care  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  prevent  many  of 
the  vexatious  prosecutions  about  such  toings.  A  little  shrewd 
knowledge  will  upset  a  summons  which,  from  lack  of  making 
the  most  of  a  defence,  is  allowed  to  becomeaconviction.  The 
author  then  spokeaboutdispensing  inaccuraci  es,  deeply  deplor- 
ingthat  there  should  be  any  possibili  y  at  allof  prosecutiots 
arising  ontnatscore.  Heconcluded  bysayiug: "  The  tendency 
of  late  years  for  the  manufacture  of  galenicals  to  drift  into 
the  hands  of  wholesale  houses  has  been  accentuated  by  the 
issue  of  the  last  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  with 
its  manifold  elaborate  processes  and  its  standardised  potent 
preparations.  However  much  a  wholesale  house  may  be 
possessed  of  the  confidence  of  the  retail  chemist,  it  yet 
behoves  the  latter  to  exercise  a  close  supervision  in  the 
matter  of  bought  preparations,  and,  in  the  present  state  of 
examination -requirements  for  qualification,  the  average  man 
should  be  quite  competent  to  check  the  bulk  of  his  purchases. 
Mr.  Barnard  S.  Proctor  has  published  a  little  book  through 
the  C.  Sf  D.  offices  which  is  the  very  thiog  required  for  such 
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check-examinations.  'Pharmaceutical  Testing'  is  not  an 
elaborate  manual.  Practically  all  the  apparatus  and  re- 
agents requisite  are  in  everyday  use  at  the  dispensing- 
counter,  and  the  tests  given  are  sufficiently  accurate  to 
condemn  substances  which  are  below  par,  yet  sufficiently 
rough  and  ready  to  a'low  of  their  being  quickly  applied." 
Finally,  the  author  acknowledged  his  indebtedness  for  much 
valuable  information  to  "that  excellent  monograph  in  this 
year's  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  which  is  ample, 
explicit,  and  concise— in  fact,  a  complete  vade  nieatim  on  the 
subject." 

Discussion. 

The  President  noted  that  lime-water  was  not  taken  any 
notice  of  by  the  author  of  the  paper,  and  emphasised  the 
fact  that  distilled  water  should  always  be  used  for  this 
preparation.  He  said  that  it  was  unfortunate  that  analysts' 
results  were  not  always  concordant. 

Mr.  Gilderdale,  in  referring  to  ginger  prosecutions,  said 
that  he  considered  an  analyst  has  no  right  to  set  up  a 
standard  for  a  drug  of  this  sort,  so  many  commercial 
varieties  of  which  are  on  the  market. 

Mr.  Barry  Noble  wished  to  know  whether  commercial 
chlorinated  lime  is  always  up  to  B.P.  standard,  and  ho»v  he 
would  stand  if  an  inspector  bought  a  sample  which  was 
found  defective.  He  thought  it  decidedly  hard  that  he 
should  be  prevented  from  making  slight  modifications  in, 
say,  official  ointments,  such  alterations  in  his  opinion  being 
a  distinct  improvement  on  the  products  of  the  official 
formulas. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Rose  (Jarrow)  gave  some  interesting  particulars 
of  the  administration  of  the  Act  in  County  Durham,  which 
he  Iconsidered  accounted  for  the  extra  large  number  of 
prosecutions  in  that  county. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  had  always  been  accustomed  to  sell 
the  carbonate  when  "  magnesia  "  is  asked  for,  and  considered 
it  much  superior  to  the  oxide  for  Gregory's  powder.  He  was 
careful  to  explain  to  every  customer,  if  he  supplied  any 
article  not  of  B  P.  composition — this  only,  however,  when  he 
knew  from  custom  that  some  other  than  the  official  article 
was  expected. 

Mr.  T.  Maltby  ClAGTJE  thought  that  the  analyst  was  un- 
doubtedly at  fault  in  some  instar  ces,  and  was  in  favour  of  a 
"  board  of  reference  "  composed  of  experts,  and  including 
one  or  more  pharmacists  to  whom  doubtful  cases  might  b3 
submitted  before  proceedir.g3  are  taken.  He  considered  that 
a  grave  injustice  had  been  done  in  the  diluted  mercury- 
ointment  cases. 

Mr.  Gibson  (North  Shields)  complained  that  medical  men 
were  to  blame  in  accustoming  patients  to  use  abbreviated 
names  in  asking  for  drugs.  He  had  many  old  customers  who 
asked  for  liquorice  powder  and  elecampane  as  a  cough 
remedy,  yet  when  a  medical  man  ordered  the  compound 
powder  he  not  infrequently  spoke  of  it  as  "liquorice 
powder."  He  had  not  a  very  high  opinion  of  solicitois,  as  a 
iule,  in  the  grasp  they  showed  of  technical  cases.  He  would 
much  prefer  to  conduct  his  own  case,  and  did  not  think  he 
would  fail  to  convince  any  reasonable  Bench. 

Mr.  WOOTTON  said  that  beekeepers  frequently  placed 
artificial  combs  in  the  hive  to  assist  the  insect,  and  as  these 
were  composed  of  paraffin  this  would  account  for  unin- 
tentional adulteration. 

Messrs.  Atkins  (Hon.  Secretary),  Dakers,  Bell  (Gates- 
head), Low  (Pelton  Fell),  Buckley  (North  Shields),  and 
others  having  spoken,  Mr.  Merson  briefly  replied  to 
questions  and  criticisms. 

Two  new  members  were  elected.  Mr.  Robert  Wright  was 
unanimously  nominated  as  President-elect  for  next  session, 
and  other  routine  business  transacted. 

Public  and  Poor-law  Dispensers'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  held  at  St.  Bride's  Institute, 
Ludgate  Circus,  E.C.,  on  April  24,  Mr.  F.  Noad  Clark  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair,  a  discourse  on 

Drug-grinding 
was  given  by  Mr.  T.  S.  Goodall. 

The  paper,  Mr.  Goodall  stated,  was  induced  by  the 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  Miller  at  a  former  meeting  of  the 
Association,  in  which,  by  advocating  the  employment  of 
crystals  and  the  disuse  of  powd<  rs  as  unreliable,  he  seemed 


to  cast  a  reflection  on  the  bona  Jidt  sot  dtug-grinders.  The 
author's  father  was  not  only  a  pharmaceutical  and  manu- 
facturing chemist  at  Derby,  but  also  a  drag-grinder,  engineer, 
and  inventor.  He  (the  speaker)  had  managed  his  father's 
business  for  nearly  ten  years,  during  which  time  he  had 
superintended  the  grinding  of  tons  of  drugs  and  chemicals, 
and  he  claimed  to  speak  on  the  subject  with  some  authority. 
His  father  invented  and  patented  a  machine  for  grinding 
and  levigating,  a  model  of  which  was  exhibited  at  the 
meeting.  Mr.  Goodall  also  showed  specimens  of  pow- 
dered drugs  and  chemicals  ground  by  his  machine  over 
thirty  years  ago — excellent  specimens  of  grinding,  and 
guaranteed  pure.  He  told  of  the  surprise  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall  examiner  when  he  (Mr.  Goodall)  recognised 
crystals  of  cream  of  tartar  and  told  his  interviewer  that 
he  had  ground  tons  of  them.  Fullers'  earth  was  ground  by 
his  firm  in  large  quantities.  It  was  first  dried  on  hot-plates 
over  a  boiler,  then  sprinkled  with  water  to  soften  the 
lumps,  ground  up  in  a  mortar,  and  then  sifted.  In 
order  to  produce  smooth  and  fine  powders,  it  is  necessary 
that  barks,  gums,  roots,  kc,  should  be  well  dried  and  broken 
in  small  pieces  before  being  put  in  the  mortar.  When 
grinding,  different  weights  are  used  on  the  pestle  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  article  to  be  powdered.  Aloes,  gamboge, 
guaiacum,  sugar,  &c,  require  very  little  weight,  but  aniseed, 
caraway-seed,  fenugreek,  jalap,  rhubarb,  barks,  and  gentian- 
root  require  considerable  pressure.  In  conclusion,  he 
traversed  Mr.  Miller's  sweeping  statements  concerning  the 
adulteration  of  powdered  drugs,  holding  that  no  firm  of  any 
repute  would  risk  their  good  name  by  any  such  methods. 

The  paper  evoked  considerable  interest.  In  reply  to 
questions  Mr.  Goodall  said  his  machine  would  grind  28  lbs. 
of  cream  of  tartar  in  about  half  an  hour.  Barks  (such  as 
cinchona)  and  roots  were  best  ground  in  a  rough  millstone- 
mortar.  Mixing  light  powders  (such  as  Gregory's  powder) 
was  accomplished  with  a  wooden  pestle  in  a  tin  mortar.  It 
was  true  that  drugs  sent  to  the  grinders  often  came  bar,k 
short  weight,  because  there  were  various  parts  (such  as  the 
seeds  in  capsicums)  that  had  to  be  rejected.  Mr.  Miller  de- 
fended his  contention  regarding  the  impurity  of  powdered 
drugs.  He  showed  samples  of  potassium  nitrate — the  com- 
mercial, recrystallised,  and  powder.  The  difference  in  appear- 
ance between  the  conmercial  and  pure  crystals  was  noted, 
and  the  powder  Mr.  Miller  had  found  to  contain  a  large  per- 
centage of  sulphate.  In  like  manner  a  sample  of  potassium 
chlorate  produced  contained  a  variable  amount  of  chloride. 
He  urged  upon  every  dispenser  the  advisability  of  testing 
his  drugs  and  chemicals  as  they  came  from  the  wholesaler, 
and  recommended  Proctor's  "  Manual  of  Pharmaceutical 
Testing  "  as  a  most  excellent  guide  for  that  purpose.  He  re- 
minded them  of  the  false  ipecacuanhas  occasionally  found 
on  the  London  market,  and  the  false  scammony  described  by 
Mr.  Holmes  at  the  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  on  the  previous  night,  5  tons  of  which  had  been 
acquired  by  an  unsuspecting  buyer,  and  some  of  which 
might  probably  be  sold  by  this  time  as  true  scam- 
mony-root.  Mr.  Spencer  was  of  opinion  that  dis- 
pensers ought  to  deal  with  a  respectable  wholesale  house, 
and  trust  then.  The  Chairman  advocated  the  use  of  the 
microscope  as  in  many  cases  the  only  reliable  test  in  the 
examination  of  powdered  drugs. 

The  circular  relating  to  local  organisation  meeting  sent 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  then 
referred  to,  but  the  Chairman  did  not  think  it  of  sufficient 
interest  to  take  any  notice  of.  Mr.  Spencer,  however, 
thought  they  should  back  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill,  and 
moved — ■ 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Public  and  Poor  law  Dispensers' 
Association  give  their  hearty  support  to  the  draft  Pharmacy 
Bill  promoted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Miller  and  carried,  with  only 
two  dissentients. 

Wolverhampton  and  District  Chemists' 
Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  held  on  April  22  at  the 
Star  aud  Garter  Hotel,  Wolverhampton,  an  instructive  and 
interesting  lecture  was  given  by  Mr.  L.  J.  Reade,  Ph.C,  on 
'«  The  Desmids  of  Sutton  Park,"  illustrated  by  photo-micro- 
graphs. 
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B.flXC.  formulary 


THE  committee  appointed  by  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  to  draft  a  new  edition  of  the  Formul-iry 
have  completed  their  labours  by  the  publication  of  the  1901 
Formulary.  The  last  edition  was  published  in  1894,  and  the 
present  one  was  delayed  by  the  publication  of  the  B.P.  1898. 
The  new  Formulary  contains  such  preparations  as  appeared 
in  the  1894  edition  but  which  were  not  appropriated  by  the 
B  P.,  as  well  as  forty- two  new  articles.  The  following  brief 
notes  indicate  the  novelties: — 

Ac.  Hydrojiuoricum  Dilutum,  a  J-per-cent.  acid  which  is 
rather  extensively  used  in  the  treatment  of  goitre.  It  is  to 
be  stored  in  guttapercha  bottles,  but  if  these  are  not  handy 
a  glass  bottle  coated  on  the  inside  with  hard  paraffin  answers 
well. 

Caffeincc  Hydrobromidum  Effervescens,  Phenacetinum  cum 
Caffeina  Effervescens,  Phenazonum  Effervescens,  Pulvis  Salis 
Carolini  Factitii  Effervescens,  are  four  effervescing  prepara- 
tions for  which  authoritative  formulas  are  very  desirable. 
About  4  per  cent,  of  caffeine  hydrobmrnide  is  contained  in 
the  effervescent,  whilst  the  effervescent  phenazone  contains 
8  per  cent,  of  phenazone.  The  plan  of  the  National  Formu- 
lary is  to  supply  a  recipe  for  a  basis  which  could  then  be 
medicated  as  desired,  but  in  the  present  work  the  basis  has 
been  adapted  to  the  medicament ;  for  instance,  the  basis  of 
effervescent  caffeine  contains  2  per  cent,  more  acid  than  the 
other  formulas  demand. 

Edxir  Aletridis,  prepared  from  the  liquid  extract  of  aletris 
farinosa  (also  included  in  the  Formulary)  in  imitation  of  the 
American  cordial. 

Emulsio  Petroleic.  Hypoplwsphitibus — An  acacia  emulsion 
of  l'quid  paraffin  (1  in  3)  fl-ivoured  with  cinnamon. 

Ext.  Belladonna;  Folii  Alcoholicum. — An  assay  process  for 
this  is  described  in  detail. 

Ext.  Cascara  Sagradce  Liquidum  Ins;pidum. — Made  by 
the  magnesia  process. 

Ext.  Condurango  Liquidum,  Ext.  Conil  Liquidum,  Ext. 
Pam.iam.ai  Liquidum,  Ext.  Eucalypti  Gummi  Liquidum,  Ext. 
Fuci  Vesiculosiet  Liquidum,  Ext  Kolai  Liquidum,  Ext.  Senna; 
Leguminosum  Liquidum,  are  all  new  and  1  in  1,  the  strength 
of  alcohol  used  for  each  varying. 

Extraction  Malti  and  Ext.  Malti  cum  Olco  Morrlma;  have 
been  added.  Tests  are  given  for  starch-converting  strength, 
moisture,  and  absence  of  salicylic  acid.  The  malt  and  oil 
contains  15  per  cent,  of  cod-liver  oil. 

Gelatinum  Zinci. — This  is  a  modification  of  Unna's 
"  common  "  zinc  paste,  containing  slightly  more  glycerin  and 
less  zinc  oxide. 

LTydrastin  and  Iridin  are  added. 

Infusum  Digitalis  Concentratum,  Infnsum  Gentiana  Com- 
positum  Concentratum. — Two  concentrated  infu-ions  of  the 
strength  of  1  to  7,  a  strength  which  practical  dis- 
pensers will  appreciate.  These  infusions  are  preparations 
containing  those  principles  whioh  are  extracted  by  water, 
and  so  differ  from  the  weak  tinctures  which  do  duty  for  con- 
centrated liquors  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Alcohol  is  added 
to  keep  both  infusions,  but  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
Robert  affirms  that  infusion  of  digitalis  containing  alcohol 
becomes  inactive  on  keeping. 

Liquor  Bismuthi  Concentratus  is  a  strong  bismuth  solution 
f  c  r  use  in 

Mistura  Bismuthi  Composita,  for  which  a  good  formula  is 
given. 

Pulvis  Acetanilidi  Compositus,  a  headache-powder  contain- 
ing acetamlide7oz.,cafftine  loz.,and  sodium  bicarbonate 2 oz. 
The  dose  is  3  to  5  gr. 

Succus  Digitalis,  prepared  on  the  lines  of  the  B.P.  succi. 

Syrupus  Glyeeropliosphatum.  Compositus  resembles  Eobin's 
formula  only  in  its  containing  glycerophosphates.  Is 
coloured  with  cudbear,  and  does  not  contain  pepsin  or  diastase. 

Syrupus  BZypoplwspbitum  ComposHus,  an  improvement  on 
the  1894  formula.    Chloroform  is  us  jd  as  a  preservative. 

Syrupus  Picis  Liquids,  slightly  altered  from  the  U.S. P. 

Tinctura  Antipieriodica,  Warburg's  tincture,  same  as  the 
formula  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  628,  but 
containing,  in  place  of  conf.  damocratis,  opium,  black  pepper, 
cinnamon,  and  ginger. 


Tr  Chloroformi  Composita,  Tr.  Guaiaci,  Tr.  Lobelia;,  Tr. 
Valeriana,  Tr.  Veratri  Viridis,  Tr.  Zingiberis  Fortior. — 
Formu  as  which  were  omitted  from  the  B.P.,  1885. 

Tr.  Guaiaci  was  last  official  in  the  Edinburgh  Pharma- 
copoeia, 4  oz.  to  the  pint  of  90-per-cent.  alcohol. 

Tr.  Physostigmatis. — A  new  preparation  (4  oz.  to  the  pint) 
stronger  than  the  U.S. P.  tincture. 

Ting.  Rydrargyri  Mitius,  1  ung.  hyd.  to  2  of  lard,  the 
strength  usually  retailed. 

Vin  Pepsini  answers  the  Inland  Eevenue  requirements  of 
320  gr.  of  pepsin  and  120  m.  of  strorjg  hydrochloric  acid  in 
the  pint.  Detannated  sherry  should  have  been  ordered  for 
this. 

The  B.P.C.  Formulary,  1901,  is  published  by  Messrs.  J.  & 
A.  Churchill,  7  Great  Marlborough  Street,  London,  at  Is., 
post  free  Is.  Zd. 


pharmaceutical  fauna. 


Ardea  Skwyrf  rancisque  fGeorgius). 

When  quite  a  fledgling  this  bird  migrated  eastward,  leav- 
ing the  nest  of  the  first  Square  bird  (Jacnbus  Bellii)  for  the 
delights  of  the  northern  banks  of  the  Thames  beyond  the 
Fleet  Later  it  made  a  heronry  on  the  Sourhwark  side  of 
the  river,  where  it  has  gathered  round  it  a  thriving  colony 
that  includes  another  of  the  same  species,  a  Secretary  bird, 
and  two  brace  of  Ardea  directorea — a  closely  allied  but 
"limited"  species.  Although  devoted  to  the  pills,  potions, 
Etcetera,  that  it  feeds  upon,  A.  Skmyrfrancisque  is  fond  of  as 
flight  to  the  haunts  of  the  Industry  birds,  and  a  roost  in  the 
Devonshire  is  not  distasteful  to  it.  Its  flight  is  classic — 
Altam  supra  volat  ardea  nubem. 


Colbeck,  E.  H.  Diseases  of  the  Heart:  Clinical  Text-booh 
for  Students  and  Practitioners.  Illus.  8|  x  5£.  Pp.  356.  12s. 
(Methuen.) 

Crinon,  C.  Bevae  des  Medicaments  Nouveaux  et  de  quelques 
Medications  Nouvelles.  6^x4.  Pp.  428.  4f.  (Rueff  et  Cie., 
106  Boulevard  Saint  Germain,  Paris.)  [The  eighth  edition  of  this 
work,  embodying  all  the  new  remedies  introduced  in  the  past 
year.  A  popular  book  with  French  pharmacists,  and  useful  for 
reference.] 

Hewer,  L.  Our  Baby.  7th  ed.  7Jx4f.  Pp.  154.  Is.  6d. 
paper  covers.  2s.  6c?.  cloth.  (Wright  &  Co.,  Bristol.)  [A  good 
book  for  young  mothers,  and  for  chemists  and  druggists  to  sell.] 

Starr,  L.,  andWestcott,  T.  S.  American  Text-book  of  Diseases 
of  Children.  2nd  ed.  2  vols.  10£x6f.  Pp.1260.  30s.net. 
(Saunders.) 
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©bsenmttons  ant)  IReflectiona. 

By  Xrayser. 

The  Council  Candidates 

have  now  sufficiently  defined  their 
claims  to  enable  the  voters  to  form  a  preliminary  opinion 
abDut  them.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  election 
etiquette  should  still  seem  to  bar  the  issue  of  direct 
addresses  by  the  candidates  who  are  seeking  election.  The 
impsrsonal  advocacy  of  the  retiring  lot  gentrally  which  Mr. 
S.  R.  Atkins,  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Octavius  Corder  offer 
is  good  enough  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  at  least  the  interest  of 
the  contest  would  be  enhanced,  and  assuredly  some  of  us 
would  be  made  pharmaceutical^  wiser,  if  it  were  the  fashion 
for  even  the  great  men,  the  front-benchers,  to  strike  off  some 
sparks  of  wisdom  from  their  mental  anvils  on  these  triennial 
occasions.  The  present  President  would  do  a  service,  not 
perhaps  so  much  to  himself  as  to  future  generations  of 
candidates  and  voters,  if  he  were  to  set  the  example. 

The  Attacking  Candidates, 

who  may  be  so  termed  to  distinguish 
them  from  those  who  have  to  defend  their  seats,  have  to 
show  that  in  some  respects  they  are  better  worth  voting  for 
than  their  establishei  rivals.  It  is  no  doubt  difficult  for  a 
candidate  to  expound  his  own  merits  with  sufficient  emphasis 
and  at  the  same  time  with  due  regard  to  modesty.  But  I 
think  the  gentlemen  before  us  get  through  that  part  of  their 
task  satisfactorily  enough.  Mr.  Kemp  can  only  explain  his 
candidature  by  believing  that  he  is,  or  at  least  that  some 
people  think  he  is,  better  able  to  appreciate  the  difficulties 
of  the  common  run  of  pharmacists  "  than  some  who  now 
occupy  seats  on  the  Council."  Mr.  Morrison  puts  forward 
the  same  sort  of  claim,  and  adds  the  remarkable  statement 
that  "  the  greater  number  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
know  absolutely  nothing  of  the  vicissitudes  of  our  calling." 
It  is  hard  to  know  absolutely  nothing  of  anything,  and 
impossible  to  know  absolutely  nothing  of  the  circumstances 
which  surround  one.  If  Mr.  Morrison  means  what  he  savs, 
his  judgment  is  not  to  be  trusted  ;  if  he  uses  language  which 
he  canno-,  justify,  he  is  lacking  in  discretion. 

Supreme  Ability, 

said  La  Rochefoucauld,  "  is  the  faculty  of 
knowing  the  price  of  things  "  ("La  souveraine  habilito  consiste 
a.  bien  connoitre  le  prix  des  choses ").  Several  of  the 
cinrlidates,  I  fancy,  would  fall  short  of  the  French  philo- 
sopher's standard.  Here  are,  for  example,  Mr.  Paterson, 
Mr.  Lord  Gifford,  Mr.  Campkin,  and  Mr.  Pickering,  who 
propose  to  pitch  the  Pharmacy  Bill  back  into  the  melting- 
pot  in  order  to  make  it  meet  some  ideal  fancies  of  logical 
accuracy  of  their  o  ^n.  The  cost  of  satisfying  them  would 
not  be  merely  the  sacrifice  of  all  the  labours  of  the  past  year, 
but  the  absolute  annihilation  of  any  possibility  of  legislation. 
Mr.  Paterson,  again — who  is,  I  am  sure,  a  very  able  man — aims, 
he  has  told  us,  to  establish  that  the  Council  elections  of  the 
past  fifty  years  or  so  have  been  illegal  aud  invalid.  Suppose 
he  succeeded,  who  would  be  the  better  ?  What  should  we 
get  for  the  labour  and  friction  expended  ?  Mr.  Mackenzie 
demands  "  a  carefully  prepared  opinion  of  the  highest  legal 
authority  that  can  be  obtained  of  our  laws,  constitution, 
charter,  Acts  of  Parliament  and  by-laws  "  so  as  to  save  us 
from  "blundering  on"  in  our  present  ignorance.  That 
sounds  pretty,  but  Mr.'  Mackenzie  of  course  knows  that  the 
only  way  to  secure  authoritative  opinions  is  to  go  blundering 
on  till  we  get  them  from  the  High  Courts  ;  and  we  have 
collected  a  nice  selection  of  these  now.  A  dozen  counsels' 
opinions  could  be  obtained  by  paying  for  them  ;  but  what 


good  would  they  be  1  One  other  sentiment  must  be  quoted 
from  the  published  addresses,  and  criticism  can  only  be 
silent  in  presence  of  the  grand  audacity  of  Mr.  Gifford's 
declaration,  "  The  draft  Bill  is  admirable,  and  has  my  hearty 
support." 

The  Autobiography 

of  the  gentleman  who  took  thirty  years  to 
pass  the  Minor  is  a  most  enlightening  as  well  as  entertaining 
sketch.  I  hope  the  writer  is  making,  or  will  make,  the  suc- 
cess in  pharmacy  which  he  has  striven  so  patiently  to 
deserve.  But  the  r<  flection  that  occurs  to  me  after  reading 
his  essay  is  one  of  regret  that  an  evidently  capable  man 
should  have  wasted  so  long  a  time  in  what  was  obviously  an 
uncongenial  pursuit.  He  is  shrewd,  has  the  faculty  of 
looking  on  himself  and  his  interests  with  a  perfectly 
detached  mind  (a  prominent  characteristic  of  sound  judg- 
ment), and  would  probably  have  been  a  most  successful  man 
if  he  had  got  into  the  right  groove  instead  of  the  wrong  one 
thirty  years  ago.  He  takes  a  keen  interest  in  many  things — 
Egyptology,  he  mentions,  among  others  -  but  only  a  perfunc- 
tory one,  I  judge,  in  the  differences  between  cassia  and 
cinchona.  In  brief,  pharmacy  was  never  meant  for  him,  or 
he  for  it.  What  a  pity  it  is  that  so  many  people  never  find 
their  proper  vocation  !    I  have  no  remedy  to  suggest. 

The  Cleverest  Men 

I  have  known  are  men  who  I  suspect  could 
never  have  passed  the  Minor  ;  their  abilities  are  not  of  that 
order.  Perhaps  if  they  had  devoted  all  their  faculties  to 
the  task  they  might  have  accomplished  it,  but  they  would 
have  so  warped  and  blunted  their  intellects  that  they  would 
have  become  poor  chemists  and  no  good  ior  anything  else. 
I  believe  that  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  race  by  our 
examination  system  in  every  department  of  life  is  incalcul- 
able. No  really  great  man,  scarcely  any  powerful  leader  of 
thought  or  mighty  pioneer  of  enterprise,  has  ever  been 
examined :  he  has  carved  his  own  way  to  fame  and  useful- 
ness. We  shall  want  that  kind  of  men  again  before  long, 
and  we  shall  vainly  ask  the  curriculums  and  the  examina- 
tions of  our  day  to  provide  them  for  us. 

Influenza 

has  already  established,  as  is  well  known,  a  most 
respectable  record  in  our  annals  among  epidemics,  if  claims 
of  long  descent  suffice  for  that  glory.  But  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  has  unearthed  an  apparent  allusion  to  its  ravages 
which  distances  all  previously  noted  references.  In  Notes 
and  Queries  of  April  13  he  gives  a  quotation  from  Bower,  a 
icotcfi  chronicler  of  the  fifteenth  century,  who  names 
several  great  people  who  had  died  in  the  y«-ar  1420  from  "  an 
infirmity  from  which  not  only  great  men  but  innumerable 
quantity  of  the  commonality  perished,"  and  adds,  '  Le 
quhew  a  vulgaribus  dicebatur."  "  Qu "  in  old  Scotch 
corresponds  witi  "  wh,"  so  that  it  seems  our  "flue"  was 
popularly  described  as  "  the  whew  "  six  hundred  years  ago. 

How  much  Sugar 

do  chemists  use  in  their  business  ?  Several 
hundredweights  annually,  I  am  informed,  on  the  average. 
If  they  sell  much  lemonade  and  such-like  drinks  the  quan- 
tity may  be  considerable.  At  any  rate,  I  suppose  pharmacy 
will  contribute  at  least  10,0002.  a  year  to  the  revenue  from 
this  irem,  and  not  a  penny  of  it  will  it  ever  see  back  from 
the  public.  The  export-duty  on  coal  is  an  interesting  experi- 
ment. It  is  in  a  sense  an  interference  with  free  trade,  but 
it  is  perhaps  the  one  duty  of  the  kind  which  may  be  justified. 
If  it  checks  boshHSs  that  result  is  not  altogether  bad,  for  it 
will  only  mean  that  we  are  reserving  our  wealth  ;  and  if  it 
does  not  check  business  it  will  be  a  sign  that  th^  foreigner  is 
paying  the  tax.  The  sugar-duty  is  an  infinitely  more 
dangerous  one,  and  the  worst  feature  o/  it  is  that  we  have  in  all 
probability  got  it  for  life;  and  it  may  become  the  pioneer  of 
other  duties,  to  the  serious  injury  of  British  commerce. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

CDc  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Cim. 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"SANITAS"  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
"SOLDIS,"  "OKOL,"  "CREOCIDE,"  "  FORMITAS," 
"  KINCZETTS  PATENT  SULPHUR  FUMICATINC  CANDLES," 
"SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC  SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC 
AIR  PURIFIERS,"  "FORMIC  FUMICATORS,"  KINCZETTS 
PATENT  ORAIN  TESTERS,  SHEEP  DIPS,  WEED  KILLER, 
PATENT  PRESERVED  PEROXIDE  OF  HYDROGEN,  INHALERS, 
DISINFECTORS,  FUMICATORS,  BRONCHITIS  KETTLES,  and 
other  Sanitary  &  Disinfecting  Appliances. 

Full  Catalogue  and  "  How  to  Disinfect "  Book  will  be  sent  free  on 
application  to— 

THE  "SMIITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


Strong  Infill  Built 

ON  A 

AND  Bimrnm  solid 

STABLE  &ALENICAt§  BASE. 


ALL   CHEMISTS  should  now  Stock 
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WEEP  KILLER 

Powder  In  attractive  enamelled  tins.  Liquid  in  Drums 
and  Casks.  Best  Make  to  Sell.    Attractive  Printed 
Matter.  Lioeral  Terms. 


MAKERS*  ONI/T  ADDRESS — 


TOMLINSON  &  HA? WARD.  LTD.,  LINCOLN. 


THOS.  KERFOOT  &  CO. 

manufacturing  PDarmaceutical  Cbemists. 


Bi-Granular  Effervescibie  Magnesia. 

Made  by  Special  Process.    Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad. 
The  only  Effervescibie  Preparation  of  Magnesia 
Suitable  for  Export. 
Keeps  Indefinitely.  All  Medicated  Varieties  Stocked. 

PRICES  AND  SAMPLES  ON  APPLICATION. 


LONDON    and  MANCHESTER. 

Laboratories— ASHTON- UNDER- LYNE. 


€6  1 


99 


Gan  be  obtained  from  all  Chemists, 
Grocers,  <fcc,  in  2-oz.  Tins,  7d., 
and  in  4-oz.  tins  Is. 


Can  be 
obtained  from  all 
Chemists,  Grocers,  &e.,  in  2-oz.  Tins, 
7d.,  and  in  4-oz.  tins,  Is. 
SOLD  WHOLESALE  BY 

GEO  NELSON,  DALE  &  CO.,  Ld, 

14  DOWCATE  HILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 

THE 

ROYAL  VISIT  TO  THE  COLONIES 

The  only  Filters  supplied  to  the  s.s.  Ophir  for 
the  use  of  T.R.  H.  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Cornwall  and  York  and  Suite  were 

PASTEUR  (Chamberland)  FILTERS 

The  only  Filters  awarded  Grand  Prix, 
Paris,  1900. 


Sole  Makers:  J.  DEFRIES  &  SONS,  Limited. 
147   HO  UN  DSD  ITCH,   LO"*DO%  E.C. 


PATENTS,    DESIGNS,  AND 
TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of 
the  Society  at  reasonable  charges.  Registration, 
throughout  the  world.  Advice  as  to  infringement) 
preliminary  to  litigation, 

TRADE  MARE  PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

39?  HIGH  HOLRORN  W.C. 


JEcMtodal  Comments* 


Chemists  and  the  Budget. 

It  is  nearly  half  a  century  since  this  country  experienced  a 
financial  position  similar  to  what  we  are  in  now.  We  are 
paying  the  price  of  the  Imperialistic  and  patriotic  fervour 
which  helped  to  carry  us  into  the  Boer  war,  and  the  Budget 
for  1901-2  shows  the  cost  in  plain  figures.  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach  is  not  a  heaven-sent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but 
he  is  an  honest,  blunt  Englishman.  His  statement  to  the 
House  of  Commons  did  not  blink  the  facts  that  indicate  the 
colossal  extravagance  of  treasure,  as  well  as  life,  with  which 
the  war  has  been  conducted,  but  when  he  spoke  of  the  new 
taxes  that  are  to  give  him  a  little  less  than  a  sixth  of  the 
money  he  requires,  he  was  clever  enough  to  quote  Gladstone, 
the  greatest -of  his  predecessors,  in  support  of  his  principles ; 
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and  as,  after  all,  the  addition  to  taxation  was  less  than  many 
expected,  the  Chancellor  created  in  the  House,  as  he  has  in 
the  couLtry,  a  feeling  that  is  not  antipathy  nor  altogether 
gratitude. 

The  sum  of  187,602,0002.  is  required  to  carry  on  the 
nation's  business  from  April,  1901,  to  March  31,  1902  and 
the  Chancellor  estimated  that  taxation  on  the  1901-2  basis 
would  only  provide  132,255  0002 ,  so  that  55,347,0002.  has  to 
be  obtained.  To  get  this  he  again  suspends  the  Sinking 
Fund,  which  saves  apparently  4,640,0002.  j  then  another  2d. 
is  put  on  the  income-tax,  making  it  Is.  2d.,  and  increasing 
the  revenue  from  this  by  3,800,0002.,  and  the  total  to  about 
34,000,0002.  a  year.  Next,  the  Chancellor  by  placing  a  duty 
of  4s.  2d.  per  cwt.  upon  sugar,  and  [proportionate  amounts 
upon  other  sweeteners,  reckons  that  he  will  get  5,100,0002. 
this  being  the  surplus  ;  lastly  he  will  tax  coal  exported  to 
the  extent  of  Is.  per  ton,  and  get  2,100,0002.  from  it.  The 
new  taxes  will  yield  11,000,0002.  and  the  deficit  is  thus 
reduced,  after  suspending  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  39,707,0002., 
but  interest  of  1,125,0002.  on  fresh  debt  will  make  the  net 
figure  40,832,0002.  This  will  be  met  by  borrowing  another 
60,000,0002.  (to  cover  contingencies),  making  the  debt 
created  by  the  war  127,000,0002.,  besides  what  we  have  paid 
in  increased  taxation.  It  is  indicative  of  the  vitaliiy  of  the 
country  that  the  Caancellor  has  had  more  money  offered  to 
him  during  tV.e  past  week  than  I13  requires,  but  he  is 
financing  the  loan  at  a  discount.  On  a  smaller  scale  we 
are  emulating  the  magnificent  action  of  France  in  promptly 
wiping  out  the  indebtedness  to  Germany  after  the  Franco- 
German  war,  but  our  Chancellor's  procedure  may  also  be 
compared  with  that  of  the  man  of  the  world  who  exclaimed 
as  he  threw  pounce  on  the  bill  he  had  given  a  creditor 
"  Thank  God  that  is  done  with  1  " 

The  new  duties  are  by  far  the  most  serious  outcome  of  the 
war.  They  introduce  principles  of  taxation  which  we  are  not 
likely  to  be  gainers  by.  The  export-duty  on  coal  is  a 
childish  sort  of  thing  for  a  great  nation  and  independent 
people  like  the  British  to  inaugurate,  for  it  is  equivalent  to 
taking  money  out  of  our  neighbour's  pocket  to  pay  our  debt. 
The  duty  will  not,  the  Chancellor  argued,  diminish  the  ex- 
portation of  British  coal;  but  whit  all  but  coal-people 
desire  is  to  keep  our  coal  to  ourselves.  The  duty  on  sugar 
is  a  far  more  weighty  matter,  however,  as  there  is  sufficient 
of  the  pro-ective  principle  in  the  motion  as  approved  by  the 
House  of  Commons  to  give  us  a  precedent  in  that  direction. 
If,  as  is  stated,  the  duty  is  only  temporary,  why  should  it 
have  been  proposed  at  all  1  It  would  be  cheaper  and  better 
fcr  everybody  to  borrow  an  extra  5,COO,0002.  for  a  year  or 
ttvo,  instead  of  disturbing  a  wide  range  of  business  by  what 
is,  in  effect,  a  comparatively  trilling  tax.  It  so  happens  that 
retail  chemists  and  druggists  are  hit  again  as  seriously  by 
the  new  tax  as  they  were  by  the  increased  taxation  of 
spirits,  because  the  amount  of  duty  is  so  small  that  it  cannot 
be  recouped  in  small  quantities  retailed.  The  chemist  and 
druggist  has  to  pay  more  for  articles,  and  cannot  get  more 
for  them.  This  is  best  proved  by  the  fact  that  wholesale 
druggists  last  Friday  raised  the  price  of  compound  liquorice- 
powder  by  3s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  plain  syrup  by  4s.  per  cwt.,  the 
principal  medicated  syrups  by  Id.  per  lb.  The  wholesaler 
actually  makes  a  profit  on  the  tax,  but  there  are  not  coins 
small  enough  to  enable  the  retailer  to  get  his  money  back 
from  the  ounces  ;  and  thus  the  tax,  so  far  as  the  drug-trade 
is  concerned,  will  not  be  paid  by  the  consumer,  as  is  in- 
tended, bui  by  the  distributor.  "Xrayser"  is  right,  we 
should  think,  in  saying  that  the  4s.  2d.  on  sugar  will  cost 
retail  druggists  10,0002.  a  year. 

Some  points  in  regard  to  the  new  tax  deserve  attention. 
In  the  first  place  it  will  be  noted  that  the  impositions  are 


Customs  import-duties ;  there  are  no  corresponding  Excise 
duties,  and  none  proposed  so  far.  It  thus  happens  that  the 
Is.  8d.  per  cwt.  on  glucose  becomes  a  purely  protective  tariff, 
for  there  are  glucose-manufacturers  in  the  country.  A 
second  and  most  important  point  is  the  terms  of  the  resolu- 
tion, "that  duty  shall  be  charged  in  accordance  with  the 
schedule  on  the  Customs  Tariff  Act,  1876,  on  goods  contain- 
ing as  a  part  or  ingredient  thereof  any  article  liable  to  any 
of  the  duties."    The  Act  of  1876  says  : — 

Goods  not  prohibited  to  be  imported  into  or  used  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  composed  of  any  article  liable  to  duty  as 
a  pait  or  ingredient  thereof,  shall  be  chargeable  with  the 
full  duty  payable  on  such  article,  or,  if  composed  of  more 
than  one  article  liable  to  duty,  then  with  the  full  duty 
payable  on  the  article  charged  with  the  highest  rate  of 
duty. 

This  means  that  such  articles  as  tamarinds,  condensed 
milk,  and  preserved  fruits,  which  contain  sugar,  pay  the  duty 
of  4*'.  2d.  per  cwt.  upon  the  full  weight,  and  honey,  as  con- 
taining a  third  of  its  weight  of  glucose  (dextrose),  will  fall 
under  the  Is.  8(2.  per  cwt.  rate,  unless  the  Customs  authorities 
regard  the  trace  of  cane  sugar  in  honey  as  giving  ground  for 
"  the  highest  rate  of  duly  " — 4s.  2d.  This  interpretation  of 
the  resolution  has  been  questioned  in  some  quarters,  but  it 
is  corroborated  by  a  General  Order  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Customs  and  published  on  Tuesday,  which  states  :  — 

The  terms  of  this  resolution  are  to  be  held  as  requiring 
that  the  duty  be  levied  on  the  full  weight  of  all  such  articles 
a<  the  highest  ra'e  of  duty  to  which  any  part  or  ingredient 
of  such  articlts  may  be  liable— eg  ,  goods  containing  sugar 
and  no  otner  article  liable  to  duty  are  to  be  charged  at  the 
highest  rate  of  duty  on  sugar — viz  ,  4s.  2d. 

Goods  containing  fruit  which  by  itself  is  dutiable  are  to 
be  charged  at  the  fruit  rate  or  the  sugar  rate,  whichever  may 
be  higher. 

Although  the  General  Order  does  not  refer  to  saccharin 
in  the  same  terms,  it  also  comes  under  the  resolution,  so 
that  any  imported  article  containing  saccharin  "  as  a  part 
or  ingredient  thereof  "  will  pay  duty  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3d. 
per  oz.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  saccharin-duty  has  been 
calculated  upon  the  "  550  "  article,  20s.  per  lb.  being  approxi- 
mately the  duty  levied  on  550  lbs.  of  sugar ;  in  consequence 
the  older  or  ''300"  saccharin  will  no  longer  be  imported. 
The  terms  of  the  Customs  Taiiffs  Act,  1876,  are  apparently 
to  be  strioly  interpreted,  so  that  importers  of  medicines 
should  be  exceedingly  careful  as  to  the  duty  under  which 
compounded  articles  will  fall.  The  following  examples  will 
show  the  need  for  this.  The  duties  to  be  paid  are  indicated 
at  the  heads  of  the  columns  :  — 


As  Sugar, 
4s.  2d.  per  cwt. 

As  Saccharin, 
Is.  3(?.  per  oz. 

As  Alcohol, 
lis.  4r2.  per 
proof  gal. 

As  Glucose, 
Is.  8d.  per  cwt. 

Condensed  milk 

Elixirs  sweet- 

Elixirs sweet- 

Honey 

Confect.  rosoe, 

ened  with 

ened  with 

Oxymel 

&o. 

saccharin 

sugar 

Tooth-pastes 

Sugar  -  coated 

Dentifrices 

containing 

pills 

ditto 

honey  or 

Medicated 

Tablets 

glucose 

syrups 

ditto 

Any  medicinal 

or  toilet  arti- 

cle containing 

sugar 

These  examples  suffice  to  show  how  extraordinarily  compre- 
hensive the  duties  will  be ;  in  fact,  the  official  statements, 
published  and  uttered,  confirm  us  in  the  opinion  that  the 
sugar  duty  has  been  imposed  with  extreme  thoughtlessness 
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as  to  its  incidence.  The  authorities  have  not  anticipated 
how  serious  will  be  the  results  if  the  resolution  is  strictly 
interpreted,*  but  that  does  not  relieve  importers  from  the 
liability  to  a  heavy  penalty  if  they  attempt  to  evade  the  tax 
by  non-declaration  in  any  instance.  Section  186  of  the 
Customs  Laws  Consolidation  Act,  passed  on  the  same  day  as 
the  Customs  Tariffs  Act,  1876,  provides  that  every  person 
who  so  evades  the  duty  "  shall  forfeit  either  treble  the  value 
of  the  goods,  including  the  duty  payable  thereon,  or  1001.  at 
the  election  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs."  We  may 
call  attention  finally  to  the  provision  in  the  Act  just  quoted 
empowering  the  seller,  in  the  case  of  contracts  for  goods  on 
which  "any  increase,  decrease,  or  repeal  of  duties  of 
Customs"  is  chargeable,  to  add  the  duty  to  the  contract 
price,  and  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  the  purchaser 
pari  passu  having  similar  power  as  to  deduction.  New 
duties  are  not  mentioned  in  the  Section  (20),  which,  indeed, 
refers  solely  to  contracts  for  goods  sold  or  delivered  duty 
paid.  We  are  not  aware  of  any  provision  for  applying  the 
principle  to  articles  subject  to  new  duties,  but  we  have  little 
doubt  that  it  would  be  held  by  the  Courts  that  under 
contracts  in  respect  to  articles,  such  as  compound  liquorice 
powder,  made  before  the  Budget  resolution,  the  purchaser  is 
the  person  who  should  pay  the  duty,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  so  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons. 


The  Closing  Session. 

Most  of  the  local  pharmaceutical  societies  are  preparing  for 
their  summer  slumber,  which  circumstance  gives  us  the 
opportunity  of  reviewing  the  work  accomplished  in  the 
closing  winter  session.  The  official  representatives  of  phar. 
maoy  in  Great  Britain  have  been  luckier  than  usual,  although 
it  must  be  confessed  that  at  the  London  meetings  practical 
pharmacy  is  still  at  a  discount.  Materia  medica,  with  a 
spudding  of  chemistry,  has  received  all  the  attention  at  the 
Square.  At  the  November  meeting  an  unpharmaceutical 
excursion  to  China  was  indulged  in  ;  after  that  the  "  craft" 
was  strictly  adhered  to.  Messrs.  Allen  and  Brewis  com. 
municated  a  paper  on  oils  of  nutmeg  and  cardamoms,  in 
which  the  Pharmacopoeia  description  of  the  former  oil  was 
impeached  as  not  truly  representing  the  whole  distillate  of 
the  nutmeg.  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  suggested  revision  of  the 
tests  and  descriptions  of  copaiba  founded  on  a  re-examina- 
tion of  the  various  factors.  Professor  Greenish  presented 
some  work  on  the  ash  of  drugs  in  view  of  the  requirements 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Mr.  Upsher  Smith  recommended 
improvements  in  the  characters  and  tests  of  b'smuth  sub- 
nitrate,  and  Mr.  E  M.  Holmes  introduced  to  pharmacy  oil  of 
akee,  besides  discoursing  on  new  museum  specimens.  The 
North  British  Branch  has  held  its  full  complement  of 
meetings,  and  tried  the  experiment  of  holding  a  scientific 
meeting  in  the  daytime — an  innovation  which  was  appar- 
ently appreciated.  The  papers  read  before  the  Branch  were 
mostly  on  pharmacy  topics.  Dr.  Gordon  Sharp's  contribu- 
tions on  monsonia  obovata,  bulbine  aloides,  and  Australian 
bitter  bark,  and  Mr.  Mair's  paper  on  cannabis  indica,  were 
the  representatives  of  vegetable  materia  medica.  Mr. 
George  Merson  communicated  a  series  of  notes  on  such  emi- 
nently pharmaceutical  subjects  as  acetum  scillpe,  liq.  iodi 
fort.,  syrupi,  tr.  benz.  co.,  and  ung.  hjd.  nit.  dil.  Mr. 
David  Gilmour  reviewed  anew  the  causes  of  deterioration 
in  spt.  aether,  nit.,  and  stated  his  objections  to  the  anhydrous 
glycerin  of  boric  acid  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Mr.  W.  B 
Cowie  outlined  a  method  of  making  exactly  dosed  supposi- 


*  The  Chancellor  has,  since  this  was  written,  promised  to  deal 
with  the  anomaly  in  a  Finance  Act.    See  page  704. 


toriesl;  and  Mr.  McDiarmid  commented  on  the  fact,  pre- 
viously expressed  in  a  C.  %  D.  article  by  Mr.  Merson,  that 
glycerin  is  sometimes  used,  and  with  advantage,  in  making 
ext.  cascar.  sag.  liq. 

Taking  the  number  of  pharmaceutical  associations  as 
seventy,  we  find  that  twenty  have  not,  as  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, met  during  the  session.  The  fifty  Societies  which 
did  meet  averaged  about  four  meetings  each  from  September 
to  the  present  time.  Some  associations,  however,  have  only 
met  once  or  twice,  whilst  of  the  senior  Associations  six  met 
six  times  or  more.  Bradford  chemists  have  held  eleven 
meetings  during  the  session,  the  next  in  respect  to  number 
of  meetings  being  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Dewsbury, 
each  with  seven ;  while  Birmingham  and  North-East  Lan- 
cashire met  six  times  each.  The  Assistants'  Associations 
hold  a  better  record.  The  six  Associations  average  over  seven 
meetings  each — the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  coming 
out  top  with  fourteen  meetings,  being  followed  by  Edinburgh 
and  Glasgow  with  nine  and  eight  meetings  respectively.  The 
new  Associations  formed  during  the  session  are  the  Cardiff, 
Tees-side  Association,  Torquay  Association,  and  Cardiff  Assis- 
tants' Association.  Ireland  has  been  particularly  unfortunate 
in  not  having  had  any  pharmaceutical  meetings  during  the 
winter  ;  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  evening  meetings  seem 
to  have  been  abandoned;  the  Assistants'  Association,  which 
at  one  time  became  so  bold  as  to  defy  the  parent,  ceased 
to  exist  in  November ;  the  Pharmacists'  Association  is 
moribund,  and  the  Ulster  Pharmaceutical  Association  just 
lives.  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland  has 
held  a  conversazione,  smoking- concert,  and  annual  meeting, 
but  has  done  useful  work  privately.  The  number  of  times 
an  association  meets  is  by  no  means  a  measure  of  its  useful- 
ness, although  it  gives  commendable  evidence  of  its  desire 
to  be  helpful. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  adopted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Siciety 
in  December  was  the  means  of  giving  a  political  character 
to  the  meetings  after  that  date.  Many  hundreds  of  copies 
of  the  Bill  were  distributed  by  the  C.  $  D.  to  local  associa- 
tions, and  the  clauses  were  discussed  in  a  manner  surpassing 
in  vigour  any  previous  political  move.  The  favourable  re- 
ception, perhaps,  emboldened  the  Society  to  further  extend 
the  Bill,  and  the  Council  followed  our  example  by  offering 
copies  gratis  to  those  who  applied  for  them.  The  discus- 
sions on  the  amended  and  extended  Bill  have  been  less 
numerous  than  on  the  December  draft,  and  enthusiasm  has 
waned,  but  decided  opposition  to  the  Bill  scarcely  exists. 
More  recently  the  Associations  have  declared  for  the  Shops 
(Early  Closing)  Bill  now  before  the  House  of  Lords,  but  the 
matter  has  not  given  rise  to  much  controversy,  perhaps 
because  of  the  almost  universal  agreement  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bill.  In  the  forties  the  early-closing  question 
caused  meetings  to  take  place  in  London  at  a  quarter  to  5 
in  the  morning,  so  great  was  the  enthusiasm  of  the  leaders  ; 
but  London  chemists  now,  through  the  Western  Chemists' 
Association  and  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  have 
declared  against  similar  principles,  and  classic  Oxford  has 
1  olio  wed  suit. 

Many  interesting  papers  on  various  trade  topics  have  come 
before  the  local  Associations.  Biadford  had  among  its 
attractions  papers  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Wardleworth  on  "  The 
Frontiers  of  the  Drug-trade,"  and  Mr.  John  Taylor  on 
"  Individualism  in  Pharmacy."  The  Midland  Association 
had  a  novelty  in  the  shape  of  a  photographic  evening. 
Liverpool  maintained  its  character  as  a  producer  of  practical- 
pharmacy  papers.  The  London  assistants  have  had  several 
good  papers  read  to  them,  the  more  noticeable  being  Mr. 
Naylor's  on-oleates,  Professor  Collie's  on  "New  Gases  of  the 
I  Atmosphere,"  and  papers  on  glucose  and  cream  of  tartar 
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The  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union  has  discussed  the  question 
of  hours  and  pay,  whilst  the  Dispensers'  Association  has 
concerned  itself  with  questions  mainly  of  practical  interest. 
Meetings  on  behalf  of  the  P.AT.A.  and  C.D.A  have  not 
been  so  much  to  the  fore  as  last  year ;  but  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  has  taken  a  leaf  out  of  the  P.A.T.A.  book, 
and  is  now  in  the  midst  of  a  local  campaign  ostensibly  cn 
behalf  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  Without  taking  into  account 
the  numerous  concerts,  conversazioni,  dinners,  and  balls 
held  during  the  session,  it  will  be  seen  that  our  pharma- 
ceutical organisations  are  still  vigorous,  with  a  strong  ten- 
dency in  the  mass  to  develop  the  social  side,  and  an  equally 
strong  tendercy  on  the  part  of  individuals  to  talk  somewhat 
freely  It  all  makes  for  evolution  to  a  better  state  of  things, 
we  hope,  otherwise  the  energy  expended  in  reporting,  print- 
ing, and  reading  the  wisdom  thus  poured  into  the  pharma- 
ceutical Press  is  sadly  misplaced. 

The  gap  between  now  and  next  October  will  be  gulfed  by 
the  annual  meetings  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies,  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and  the  Federation  of 
Pharmaceutical  Associations.  If  these  bodies  could  advise 
how  evening  meeetings  might  be  better  attended  they  would 
do  good  service. 


American  Trade. 

A  FEW  weeks  ago  British  trade  passimists  much  enjoyed  the 
utterances  of  Lord  Kosebery,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  and  other 
statesmen  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  expoit-trade  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  According  to  them  the 
United  Kingdom  is  rapidly  falling  behind  in  such  business. 
Whips  to  action  like  these  are  not  bad  for  us,  within 
limitations,  but  the  statements  left  the  impression  that  the 
United  States  beat  the  United  Kingdom  in  exports  of 
manufactures  last  year.  We  should  like  to  put  the  truth  of 
the  matter  plainly,  and  we  are  helped  to  that  end  by  the 
United  States'  official "  Review  of  the  World's  Commerce  "  for 
1900,  which  we  have  just  received.  We  take  also  figures  for 
1899  and  show  manufactured  and  unmanufactured  articles 
in  values  sterling.  We  include  U.K.  exports  of  foreign  and 
colonial  merchandise  under  unmanufactured  articles,  and 
the  figures  represent  millions  of  pounds  sterling  : — 


Unmanufactured 

Manufactured 

Imports 

Exports 

Imports 

Exports 

tt  xf     f  1899 
UK'    1  1900 

rj  g  A  f  1899 
U.b.A  j  lgo() 

370 
406* 

70" 

67 

105 
128i 
184 
216 

115 
117 

892i 
97 

224* 
236" 

71 

79i 

The  analysis  of  the  U.S.A.  trade  for  the  whole  twelve 
months  of  1900  is  not  yet  available,  and  our  figures  for 
exports  are  calculated  from  the  eleven  months.  In  imports 
we  have  reckoned  duty-free  articles  as  unmanufactured,  and 
dutiable  as  manufactured.  The  figures  in  the  table  really 
speakfor  themselves.  Our  unmanufactured  imports  are  fibres, 
food,  and  tobacco  chiefly,  and  these  are  the  heavy  items 
exported  by  the  United  States,  which  has  agricultural  and 
pastoral  territory  that  enable  it  to  supply  us  with  the  food 
we  cannot  profitably  grow.  Comparison  along  the  same 
lines  between  the  two  countries  is  not  possible  :  we  are  a 
small  densely-populated  country,  with  a  people  engaged 
in  manufacturing  ;  the  United  States  is  of  immensely  greater 
area  and  although  the  population  is  about  double  that  of 
the  United  Kingdom  the  manufactured  products  exported 
amount  jicr  capita  to  just  about  a  sixth  of  what  we  export, 


while  the  total  export  and  import  trade  of  the  United 
Kingdom  is  near  880,000,000?.,  that  of  the  United  States  is 
461,000,000/.  Rivalry  up  to  a  certain  point  'n  good  for  trade, 
but  it  does  not  exist  generally  between  the  two  greit  Anglo- 
Saxon  races.  It  is  growing  in  leather  and  metal  goods  and 
machinery,  but  there  is  far  more  cry  about  the  matter  than 
the  figures  justify,  and  there  is  room  in  the  world  for  us  both. 

Turning  now  to  our  own  side  of  American  business,  we 
first  gather  into  a  table  the  general  figures  of  business  which 
the  British  Empire  has]  done  with  the  American  Republic, 
then  go  into  details  abaut  chemicals  and  medicines : — 


United  Kingdom  ... 
Gibraltar  ... 

Malta,  &c  

British  West  Indies 
British  North  America 

Bermuda   

British  Honduras  ... 
British  Guiana 
British  India 
Hong-Kong 
Australasia... 
British  Africa 
Aden   


Exports  To 


533,829,374 
500,152 
175  734 
8,895,163 
97,041,772 
1,119,880 
6  0,447 
1,912,814 
4,89^,323 
8,485,988 
26,725,702 
16,269,482 
1,490,662 


701,959,493 


Imports  From 


159,583,060 
40,^06 
10,536 
11,894,520 
39,867,261 
436,661 
198,040 
3,795,358 
45,355,976 
1,256,253 
5,453,130 
1,039,182 
1,542,335 


270,472,518 


These  figures  are  for  the  fiscal  year  which  ended  June  30, 
1900.  They  show  that  we  again  absorbed  more  than  half 
of  U.S.  exports— a  fact  to  which  no  reference  is  made  in  the 
"  Review."  U.S.  exports  to  Australasia  steadily  increase, 
and  to-day  they  are  next  to  Great  Britain,  whereas  five 
years  ago  American  and  German  exports  were  almost  equal. 
The  U.S.  import  trade  in  drugs,  chemicals,  &c,  increased  from 
#45.000,000  to  #50,000,000  in  1900 

In  the  subjoined  table  the  articles  to  which  an  asterisk  is 
attached  pay  import  duty,  the  rest  are  free : — ■ 

Impiorts. 


Cinchona-bark 
*G-lycerin 
Gum  arabic  ... 
Camphor,  crude 
Gambier 
Shellac 
Liquorice-root 
*  Bleaching- powder  ... 
*Opium  — 
crude 

prepared  for  smoking 
Potash — 

'chlorate  ... 
chloride 
nitrate 

all  other   

Quinine,  sulphate,  etc. 
Soda — 

'caustic 

*sal  soda  ... 

*soda  ash   

Sulphur  or  brimstone 
Vanilla   

Essential  oils  |  j^?a^je 

*01ive  oil   

'Perfumeries,  cosmetics,  <Src. 
*Soap,  fancy,  perfumed 
*all  other   ...  i  


lbs. 


1899 


1900 


oz. 
lbs. 


tons 
lbs. 


lbs 


3,328  016 
18,509,147 
991,638 
1,576,403 
31,539,976 
8,814,427 
94,321,113 
111,039,636 

418,836 
106,593 

1,467,373 
91,232,415 
18,492,421 
38,945,479 

3,802,638 

12,539,145 
6,141,052 
40,533,537 
129,513 
271,018 
1,417,046 
318,973 
966,844 
501,372 
761,562 
248,151 


4,163,698 
22,111,236 

1,160,646 

1,919,196 
32,632,130 

9,673,628 
95,034,894 
120,486,471 

500,713 
134,656 

1,154,632 
99,786,463 
10,317,467 
47,533,246 

3,091,735 

7,915,741 
4,768,308 
64,705,113 
151,807 
235,936 
1,336,860 
402,210 
810,533 
550,110 
835,725 
267,425 


692 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


April  27,  1901 


Exports. 


Chemicals,  Drugs,  Dyes, 
Bledicines,  &c. 

1899 

1900 

Acids  ■•■       ...  ... 

150,689 

148,979 

Asries,  pot  and  pearl  ■•■ 

lbs. 

1,137,527 

688,002 

Copper  sulphate      ...  ••■ 

26,712,493 

42,371,705 

Ginseng 

164,302 

90,422 

Lime  acetate ...       ...  ... 

48,763,528 

49,918,160 

Medicines,  patent  or  proprie- 

tary ...       ...       ...  ... 

V 

2,686,270 

3,013,758 

Roots,  herbs  and  barks 

n 

180,889 

232,466 

All  other   

jj 

4,685.634 

5,237,464 

Honey ... 

lbs. 

31,476 

40,620 

Beeswax 

227,618 

182,014 

Essential  oils — 

Peppermint   

110,727 

64,947 

All  other  ... 

$ 

165,971 

156,040 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics  ... 

lbs. 

318,173 

321,861 

Quicksilver  ... 

1,224,607 

713,881 

Soap,  toilet  or  fancy 

1 

324,788 

520,967 

„    other  ... 

lbs. 

37,800,713 

28,232,445 

Spermaceti  

249,157 

140,931 

Turpentine  ... 

gals. 

16,276,294 

18,609,872 

Paraffin-wax  

lbs. 

163,426,891 

143,249,552 

To  Biiti9h  chemical  manufacturers  and  exporters  the  most 
serious  fact  revealed  by  these  statistics  is  the  gradual 
extinction  of  the  export  business  in  alkali.  And  why  ? 
Primarily  because  of  the  heavy  American  tariff,  but  chiefly 
on  account  of  the  immense  natural  resources  of  the  United 
States  for  the  production  of  electric  force.  Here  we  cannot 
compete  ;  we  have  no  Niagara,  and  if  electric  force  is  to  be 
the  manufacturing  power  of  the  future  all  British  industries 
must^  go  to  the  wall  should  some  genius  not  succeed  in 
extracting  from  our  tight  little  island  energy  in  the  form  of 
heat  stored  in  the  earth's  crust. 


The  Council =contest. 

Within  another  week  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  will  receive  their  voting-papers. 
There  are  seventeen  candidates  for  seven  vacancies,  and  one 
of  the  retiring  candidates  (Mr.  Johnston,  of  Aberdeen)  does 
not  seek  re-election.  The  interest  in  the  contest  is  exception- 
ally meagre ;  indeed,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  any 
which  there  is  has  been  fanned  into  a  sparkle  of  flame  by 
journalistic  enterprise.  We  wrote  to  all  the  candidates  three 
weeks  ago  as  to  their  views,  and  replies  from  most  of  them 
were  printed  in  our  issues  of  April  13  and  20.  As  we  go  to 
press  we  receive  a  reply  from  Mr.  S.  N.  Pickard,  of  Ossett, 
Yorkshire,  who  is  a  member  of  the  P.A.T.A,  and  claims 
larger  representation  of  his  county,  also  of  the  lower  and 
middle  classes  of  pharmacy.  He  supports  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  "  at  all  hazards."  We  take  it  that  the  first  consideration 
of  the  voters  should  be  to  fill  the  vacant  seat,  and  the 
custom,  recognised  for  nearly  half  a  century,  requires  a 
Scotch  member  to  replace  Mr.  Johnston.  We  are  informed 
that  Mr.  J.  B.  Stephenson  is  the  semi-official  candidate, 
Messrs.  Mackenzie,  McLaren,  and  Paterson,  being  free-lances, 
so  that  if  a  Scotch  member  is  to  get  in  votes  must  be  con- 
centrated on  Mr.  Stephenson.  Of  the  other  candidates  who 
are  not  at  present  on  the  Council,  Messrs.  Campkin,  Gifford, 
Gostling,  Morrison,  and  Pickering  have  been  up  before. 
Between  the  first  two  of  these  will  lie  the  contest  for  a 
position  ;  one  is  an  administrator  of  long  experience,  the 
other  an  able  controversialist  with  a  bee  in  his  bonnet. 
Sympathy  with  Mr.  Campkin  is  growing,  and  that  can 
scarcely  be  said  in  respect  to  Mr.  Gifford,  who  has  shown 
himself  so  strong  an  advocate  of  no  compromise  that  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  what  he  could  do  on  the  Council.  The 
really  doubtful  question,  however,  is  which  of  the  old 
members,  if  any,  will  go  ? 


IPbotograpbtc  motes. 

By  a  Pharmaceutical  Camerist. 


Photographic  Poisons. 

The  one  thing  that  has  struck  me  in  reading  the  photo- 
graphic journals  lately  has  been  the  fact  that  they  are  so- 
ill-informed  on  the  matter  of  the  sale  of  poisons.  It  seema 
to  me  that  when  a  journalist  is  going  to  write  on  this  some- 
what involved  and  difficult  subject,  he  should  at  least  take 
the  trouble  to  first  consult  the  various  Acts  which  govern  the 
sale  of  poisons.  As  the  greater  proportion  of  photographic 
dealers  are  registered  chemists,  and  the  number  of  scheduled 
poisons  used  in  photography  is  limited,  I  have  yet  to  learn 
where  the  hardship  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  comes  in.  In 
selling  proprietary  intensifiers  chemists  should  be  careful  to 
find  out  whether  they  contain  a  scheduled  poison.  Where 
mercuric  chloride  is  a  constituent  of  an  inten«ifier  it  falls 
within  Part  2  of  the  schedule,  and  must  be  labelled  "  Poison," 
with  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller.  I  have  not  found 
the  uranium  intensifier  at  all  popular  with  amateurs,  although 
its  non-poisonous  properties  should  be  a  recommendation. 

A  Tabloid  Combined  Bath 

has  just  been  produced  by  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 
The  following  is  the  formula  for  a  bath  prepared  from  these 
tabloid  products : — 

1, 

Tabloid  thiosulphate  compound  ...  one 
Hypo  solution  (20  per  cent  )        ...    1  oz. 

or 

Tabloid  1  hypo  '    four 

2. 

Tabloid  gold  chloride  (gr.  h)        ...  one 
Water  ...   1  oz. 

Slowly  add  No.  2  to  No.  1  solution  ;  stir,  and  the  bath  is  ready 
for  use. 

No  preliminary  washing  is  needed,  and  toning  should  take 
place  in  from  seven  to  twelve  minutes.  A  feature  is  made 
of  the  fact  that  the  tabloid  bath  is  free  from  alum. 

New  Catalogues. 

Messrs.  Marlow  Brothers,  28  and  30  Constitution  Hill, 
Birmingham,  send  an  advance  copy  of  their  1901  photo- 
graphic catalogue,  which  runs  to  over  two  hundred  pages — 
sixty  pages  more  than  were  contained  in  last  year's  issue. 

Mr.  Ralph  Cuthbert,  chemist  and  druggist,  Huddersfield, 
has  produced  a  photographic  list  which  runs  to  fifty-two 
pages.  It  contains  a  representative  and  well-assorted  variety 
of  the  apparatus  and  accessories  used  in  the  photographic 
art.  Mr.  Cuthbert  makes  a  speciality  of  several  lines  of 
plates  and  apparatus,  which  he  distinguishes  as  the  "  Arce" 
brand. 

Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),  Victoria 
Bridge,  Manchester,  have  just  issued  an  excellently  produced 
catalogue  of  photographic  requirements,  which  will  be  sent 
to  any  chemist  dealer  on  application.  The  system  of  code- 
letters  has  been  adopted  in  the  list,  so  that  a  dealer  can 
know  at  once  what  discount  he  will  obtain  from  the  several 
classes  of  goods. 

Dark-rooms. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Addison,  6  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 
Mr.  J.  Bryant,  78  Regent  Street,  Cambridge. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Leech,  33  Trinity  Street,  Cambridge. 
Messrs  Beall  &  Son,  25  Sidney  Street.  Cambridge. 
Mr.  H.  Humphry,  chemist,  2  Fairfax  Place,  Dartmouth. 
Mr  John  Black,  pharmaceutical  chemis%  56  Church  Place, 
Lurgan. 

Mr.  E.  Cardwell,  8  King  Street  and  64  Minster  Street, 
Reading. 


Popular  Science. — The  following  lectures  will  be  delivered  a 
the  Royal  Victoria  Hall,  Waterloo  Read,  S.E.,  at  8.30  on  Tuesdays 
during  May.  May  7,  Dr.  M.  S.  Pembrey,  "  The  Eye  and  How  we 
See  "  ;  May  14,  Dr.  Morgan,  "  Glass  "  ;  May  21,  Professor  Holland 
Crompton,  F.C.S.,  "The  Restless  Molecule";  May  28,  Lady 
Frederick  Cavendish,  "  Queen  Victoria." 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of 
(Sreat  Britain. 


EVENING  MEETING. 

T7EKY  little  interest  was  displayed  by  London  pharmacists 
V  in  the  last  evening  meeting  of  the  session,  which  took 
plac3  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  April  24,  the 
audience  numbering  only  about  twenty. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (the  Vice-President)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  explained  at  the  outset  that  the  President,  who  was 
announced  to  be  present,  had  taken  advantage  of  the  out- 
burst of  fine  weather  and  gone  off  to  recruit  his  health  at  a 
Southern  watering-place. 

In  calling  upon  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  to  make  remarks  on 

Recent  Additions  to  the  Museum, 

The  Chairman  said  it  had  been  resolved  to  devote  an 
evening  to  the  subject,  bscause  Mr.  Holmes  had  not  had  the 
opportunity  of  explaining  the  Museum  novelties  as  fully  as 
he  would  have  liked  afttr  the  previous  evening  meetings. 

belladonna-adulterant. 

The  first  drug  referred  to  was  a  new  adulterant  of  bella- 
donna-root, which  constituted  60  per  cent,  of  a  recently 
imported  sample.  The  adulterant  may  easily  be  mistaken 
for  belladonna,  but  when  powdered  it  gives  off  an  irritating 
dust  resembling  veratria  in  its  action  on  the  nostrils.  A 
section  of  the  root  soaked  in  water  and  examined  under  the 
microscope  reveals  the  presence  of  concentric  rings,  which 
are  absent  from  belladonna.  Needle-like  raphides  are  also 
shown.  Searching  among  the  natural  orders  in  which  a 
concentric  arrangement  of  tissues  is  noticeable,  the  adul- 
terant was  found  to  be  Phytolacca  decandra,  or  poke-root. 
The  adulterated  root  came  from  Austria,  and  as  poke-root  is 
an  American  plant  it  was  at  first  difficult  to  see  how  such 
an  adulterant  came  to  be  used.  It  was  remembered,  how- 
ever, that  phjtolacca  was  formerly  cultivated  in  Southern 
Europe  for  its  berries,  which  at  one  time  were  used  for 
colouring  wine.  The  leaves  of  Phytolacca  might  easily  be 
mistaken  for  belladonna,  but  the  roots  are  very  different. 
The  adulteration  was  not  accidental,  as  the  phvtolacca-root 
had  been  sliced  so  as  to  make  it  resemble  belladonna-root 
when  dry.  Mr.  Holmes  said  in  case  the  adulterant  bad  not 
been  noticed  by  wholesale  houses,  he  would  point  out  that 
serous  effects  might  follow  the  use  of  poke-root,  which  had 
irritating  and  emetic  properties.  Sections  of  belladonna 
and  poke  roots  were  displayed  on  the  screen  so  that  the 
difference  in  the  structure  might  be  the  more  readily  appre- 
ciated by  the  audience. 

A  NEW  STROPHANTHUS. 

It  is  well  known,  Mr  Holme3  said,  that  strophanthus-seed 
imported  under  the  name  of  Strophanthus  Kombe  consists 
cf  three  varieties.  To  obtain  the  proper  kind  for  use  in 
medicine  the  only  safe  way  is  to  buy  the  seeds  in  pod,  and 
test  one  seed  in  each  pod  by  the  sulphuric-acid  test.  The 
bales  of  pods  often  contain  two  or  three  varieties,  as  shown 
by  the  production  of  a  red  or  green  reaction  by  the  acid  test 
The  red  colour  produced  is  characteristic  of  an  active  prin- 
ciple stronger  than  strophamhin  or  may  be  due  to  sugar,  so 
that,  in  the  uncertainty  which  prevails,  seeds  giving  a  red 
reaction  must  be  rejected.  A  recent  parcel  containei  pods 
of  a  brownish  hue,  shorter  and  broader  than  those  of 
Strophanthus  Courmontii,  Sail.,  which  Mr.  Holmes  has  named 
S.  Courmontii,  Sacl.,  var.  Kirliii. 

Mr.  P  E.  F  Perredks  then  gave  the  histological  par- 
ticulars of  the  new  variety  of  strophanthus-seed,  his  remarks 
being  illustrated  by  a  series  of  carefully  drawn  lantern - 
slides  and  plates.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  points 
likely  to  be  of  value  in  distinguishing  the  seeds  of  S. 
Courmontii,  Sacl.,  var.  Kirldi  from  the  official  seeds  : — 

1.  The  smaller  average  size  and  more  lanceolate  shape. 

2.  The  distinctly  brown  colour. 

3.  The  absence  of  a  distinct  ridge  on  the  ventral  surface. 

4.  The  absence  of  dome-shaped  outer  walls  in  the  longitudinal 
sections  of  the  epidermal  cells— this  being  due  to  the  absence  of 
lignified  ascending  bands. 


5.  The  presence  in  great  abundance  of  "  prismatic  "  crystals  of 
calcium  oxalate,  in  the  sub  epidermal  tissue  of  the  seed-coats. 

6.  The  absence  of  a  dark-green  colour  in  the  albumen,  when  a 
section  is  treated  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid. 

7.  The  less  intense  bitter  taste. 

MOG  HAT-ROOT 

was  the  next  drug  Mr.  Holmes  referred  to.  It  was  of 
historic  interest,  he  said,  because  it  had  taken  him  twenty 
years  to  identify.  A  specimen  of  the  root  in  question  was 
received  as  long  ajo  as  ]879  from  Mr.  Albert  Mann,  but 
could  not  be  identified  ;  the  only  information  Mr.  Holmes 
could  then  supply  was  that  it  resembled  malvaceous  plants 
in  properties.  Mr.  Thomas  Christy,  when  in  Cairo  recently, 
obtained  information  from  Rear-Admiral  Blomfield,  which 
enabled  the  root  to  be  identified  as  Qlonostemon  Bri/f/itierii, 
or  moghilt-root.  The  plant  has  prickly  fruits,  and  the  white 
mucilaginous  root  is  in  the  East  powdered,  mixed  with  hot 
water  and  various  other  roots  added,  such  as  Corriyh'la 
telephiifolia  and  Colchicum  Ititchii,  to  form  a  restora'ive 
broth. 

Reference  was  then  made  to  a  sppcimenof  a  red  colouring- 
matter  presented  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney, 
called 

CARAJURA, 

which  has  a  Brazilian  origin.  Mr.  Bennett,  one  of  the 
company's  chemists,  has  examined  it,  and  finds  that  carajira 
is  only  slightly  soluble  in  alcohol  and  acetone,  but  that  a 
good  colour  is  yielded  to  alcohol  containing  10  per  cent,  of 
glacial  acetic  acid.  The  solutions  have  a  green  fluorescence, 
most  noticeable  in  the  acetone  solution.  Triturated  with 
ammonia  partial  solution  takes  place  ;  but  the  solution  is  not 
clear,  nor  can  it  be  readily  filtered.  All  the  solutions  change 
to  yellow  on  adding  a  mineral  acid,  but  the  red  colour  is 
restored  by  alkali.  It  yields  20  per  cent,  of  ash,  consisting 
chiefly  of  silica  and  oxide  of  iron.  The  colouring-properties 
of  carajura  are  similar,  Mr.  Holmes  fays,  to  those  of  chici 
red  obtained  from  Bignonia  Chiea. 

UNIDENTIFIED. 

A  sample  of  j  alap,  of  poor  appearance,  presented  to  the 
Museum  by  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  has  been  found  to 
yield  considerably  more  jalapin  than  ordinary  jalap — an 
example  of  the  fact  that  it  is  not  always  possible  to  judge  of 
the  quality  from  the  look  of  a  drug. 

The  African  Lakes  Company  sent  a  sample  of  a  new 
variety  of  cardamom.  In  appearance  it  differs  from  the 
known  kinds  in  that  it  has  a  smooth  epidermis  ;  it  has,  haw- 
ever,  a  gocd  cardamom  flavour. 

A  specimen  of  a  root  of  which  5  tons  was  recently  sold  in 
the  drug-sales  as  scammony-root  was  next  referred  to.  It 
ctrtainly  is  not  scammony,  but  what  it  is  has  not  been 
decided.  It  contains  no  starch,  and  shows  an  immense 
number  of  rhomboid  crystals,  and  also  seems  to  cmtain 
saponin.  The  experience  of  the  chemists  who  endeavour  to 
prepare  scammony-resin  from  this  root  will,  Mr.  Holmes 
said,  be  interesting. 

It  was  also  mentioned  that  doubt  has  recently  been  thrown 
on  the  source  of  chaulmoogra  oil.  The  B  P.  gives  it  as 
Gynocardia  odorata,  but  a  French  chemist  working  on  the 
subject  sent  to  Calcutta  for  an  authentic  specimen  of  the 
seed  yielding  chaulmoogra  oil,  and  has  had  sent  him  seeds  of  a 
HydnocarpuK  species  at  present  unidentified.  The  seeds 
differ  from  those  of  Gynocardia  odorata  in  the  position  of 
the  radicle  (see  C.  4'  D,,  September  22,  1900,  page  512). 

A  fragrant  wood  from  Burma,  which  it  is  suggested  might 
be  used  in  perfumery,  has  not  been  identified.  It  is  used  by 
the  Burmese  ladies  as  a  peifume,  by  rubbing  it  with  water 
and  anointing  the  body  with  the  paste. 

Mr.  W.  Martindale  next  introduced  a  sample  of 

Pelargonium  Flabellifolium, 

a  Cape  remedy  for  dysentery.  The  root  was  brought  to  him 
by  a  New  Zealand  pharmacist,  who  has  served  in  the  South 
African  War.  In  hospital-practice  in  Natal  pelargonium  is 
used  in  conjunction  with  opium,  ipecacuanha,  and  bismuth . 
The  root  possesses  very  astringent  properties,  and  was  intro- 
duced to  the  notice  of  the  hospital  authorities  by  the 
natives. 


694 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


April  27,  1901 


Discussion. 

Mr.  Marfcindale  said  he  had  seen  Strophanthus  hisjndus  in 
flower  in  the  Durban  botanical  gardens,  but  it  does  not  fruit 
there.  An  importer  of  strophanthus  told  him  that  there  are 
five  kinds  of  t-eeds,  which  are  mixed  before  selling.  Until 
strophanthus  can  be  readily  separated  and  identified,  and 
until  it  is  known  which  constituent  is  the  most  active  heart- 
tonic,  it  is  neces-sary  to  stick  to  the  B.P.  varieties.  In  regard 
to  bignonia  the  speaker  said  he  had  seen  it  growing  in 
various  parts  of  the  world,  and  had  a  very  fine  specimen  on 
his  house  at  Wincbelsea. 

The  Vice-Prmsidbnt  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  such  a  small 
meeting,  especially  as  there  was  much  of  interest  to  be  seen. 
Referring  to  Mr.  Holmes's  remark  that  it  had  taken  him 
twenty  years  to  identify  some  drugs,  he  said  they  would 
have  noticed  in  one  of  the  journals  how  a  writer  took  thirty 
years  to  pass  the  Minor.  He  seemed  to  write  very  pleasantly 
about  it,  but  he  hoped  the  students  present  would  pass  their 
examination  in  much  less  time.  He  noticed  Mr.  Holmps 
referred  to  a  kind  of  infusion  as  a  broth,  and  would  like  to 
know  why  he  used  that  expression. 

Professor  Greenish  explained  that  he  had  been  announced 
to  read  a  paper  on  Phytolacca  decandra  in  error — all  he 
intended  to  oo  was  to  identify  it  for  Mr.  Holmes.  The 
histology  of  poke-root  was  not  sufficient  to  be  made  the 
basis  of  a  separate  paper.  He  then  referred  to  the  new 
microscope-attachment  to  the  optical  lantern  which  was 
used  that  evening.  The  new  attachment  enables  a 
section  of  a  drug  to  be  shown  direct  on  the  screen  :  hitherto 
they  had  had  to  use  a  lantern-slide  drawing.  Ten  years  ago 
an  oil-lantern  was  in  use :  this  was  replaced  by  an  oxy- 
hydrogen  lantern,  and  recently  they  had  fitted  it  with  the 
electric  arc.  A  reversing  prism  enabled  them  to  show 
objects  on  the  screen  the  right  way  up. 

Mr.  E  M  Holmes,  replying,  said  he  used  the  word  broth 
as  it  was  used  by  BlomSeld.  A  broth  he  took  to  be  an 
invalid-food,  and  so  it  applied  in  the  case  of  mogbat  Stro- 
phanthus-seeds  produced  in  West  Africa  were  sometimes 
mixed  with  those  of  East  Africa  to  promote  their  sale.  The 
seeds  were  sent  loose,  an  exporter  informed  him,  to  save 
trouble  to  the  purchaser.  He  also  called  attention  to  a 
sample  of  Iris  versicolor  adulterated  with  poke-root,  which 
he  had  reason  to  believe  was  accidental.  Some  soap-berries 
were  also  referred  to  as  believed  to  be  used  for  cleaning 
wools  and  silks,  but 

Mr.  Martindale  said  they  were  chiefly  used  for  making  a 
frothing  liquid  for  temperance  beverages. 

Votes  of  thanks  all  round  ended  the  meeting. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 
Evening  Meeting. 
The  closing  evening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  April  24,  Mr.  Peter  Boa 
presiding. 

Mr.  W.  Lyon  read  a  paper  on  the 

PHARMACY  OF  CHLORETONE. 

The  crystals  of  chloretone  are  only  sparingly  soluble  in 
cold  water,  but  readily  dissolve  in  chloroform,  acetone, 
strong  alcohol,  ether,  benzol,  and  glacial  acetic  acid. 
Although  the  solubility  in  water  is  low  there  is  the  counter- 
balancing satisfaction  that  it  is  not  readily  altered  or  decom- 
posed by  admixture  with  ordinary  chemicals.  It  is  mainly 
recommended  as  a  hypootic  and  local  anaesthetic,  though  it 
is  credited  with  possessing  slight  analgesic  and  antiseptic 
powers.  An  adult  dose  in  an  aqueous  solution  is  useless, 
but  a  full  dose  may  be  given  in  compressed  tablets  or 
cachets.  It  may,  however,  be  prescribed  thus  :  Chloretone, 
gr.  xv. ;  tincture  of  orange  or  lemon  peel,  5]  ;  and  glycerin 
to  3ij. ;  or  51SS.  of  compound  tincture  of  cardamoms  substi- 
tuted for  the  orange  or  lemon  peel  would  be  pleasing 
to  the  eye  and  fairly  palatable.  Or  the  tinctureal  solu- 
tion might,  instead  of  being  diluted  with  glycerin,  be 
emulsified  with  mucilage  of  acacia,  and  diluted  with 
an  aromatic  water.  Further,  if  a  spirituous  solution  is 
objectionable,  olive  oil  might  be  used  as  the  solvent. 
These  mixtures  diluted  are  suitable  for  children.  Chlore- 
tone has  been  recommended  as  a  preventive  of  vomitiDg 
in  whooping-cough  in  combination  with  bromoform.  It 


has  also  been  injected  to  produce  local  anaesthesia 
previous  to  tooth-extraction  and  minor  operations.  Being 
readily  soluble  in  ether,  that  is  the  most  advisable  solvent  for 
hypodermic  injection.  In  connection  with  ether,  chloretone 
is  a  useful  addition  to  flexible  collodion  when  the  latter  is 
to  be  used  for  painting  over  abrasions  or  small  cuts,  its 
anaesthetic  and  antiseptic  properties  being  of  benefit  in  such 
cases.  It  may  be  used  in  combination  with  various  glycerins, 
perchloride  of  mercury,  carbolic  acid,  tannic  acid,  or  borax, 
and  also  with  the  usual  throat-paints,  and  its  ansesthetic 
properties  may  find  a  useful  field  in  combination  with 
carron  oil,  in  cases  of  burns.  The  necessary  modification 
would  be  chloretonised  olive  oil  (2§  per  cent.)  in  place  of 
olive  oil.  It  is  also  recommended  as  an  application  for 
hfemorrhoids  in  the  form  of  ointments,  the  proportion  of 
chloretone  being  48  gr.  to  benzoated  lard  432  gr.,  or  olive  oil 
180  gr.  and  woolfat  252  gr.,  or  chloretone  24  gr.,  woolfat 
2 15  gr ,  olive  oil  180  gr.,  and  liquid  extract  of  hamamelis 
60  gr.  Owing  to  the  volatile  character  of  the  chloretone 
care  is  required  to  prevent  loss  of  the  active  ingredient. 
The  only  other  likely  combinations  of  chloretone  are  sup- 
positories and  a  dusting-powder.  For  the  former  the  formula 
would  be  6  gr.  chloretone  to  54  gr.  theobroma  oil,  or  48  gr. 
theobroma  oil  and  6  gr.  liquid  extract  of  hamamelis ;  for 
dusting  chloretone  might  be  used  alone  or  in  combination 
with  the  usual  components  of  dusting-powders.  Chlore- 
tonised oil  had  been  successfully  used  as  a  substitute  for 
carbolised  oil  in  cases  when  the  eye  had  been  burned. 

Mr.  Day  expressed  surprise  that  Mr.  Lyon  had  missed  a 
very  suitable  method  of  administering  chloretone —viz.,  the 
capsule  form.  He  did  not  see  why  they  should  not  be  used 
as  well  as  cachet?,  because  most  people  would  swallow  a 
capsule  rather  than  a  cachet,  and  it  could  bs  administered, 
of  any  strength  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Lunan  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  chloretone  would 
be  tried  very  extensively,  and  they  ought  to  be  able  to  advise 
the  medical  profession  as  to  the  best  mode  of  administering 
it.  Therefore  this  paper  was  most  opportune.  He  thought 
the  cachet  was  the  best  form  in  which  to  take  it,  especially 
as  a  hypnotic  ;  its  flavour  and  smell  were  against  its 
administration  in  liquid  form. 

Mr.  Forret  a^ked  if  Mr.  Lyon's  theory  was  that  the 
hypnotic  action  of  a  drug  was  delayed  materially  by  being 
swallowed  solid.  He  suggested  the  administration  of 
chloretone  in  the  form  of  disintegrating  tablets,  by  which  the 
objection  would  be  met. 

Mr.  Hill  said  he  had  received  an  apology  from  Mr.  Dott, 
who  made  a  remark  very  pertinent  to  this  paper.  He  said 
this  was  cne  of  the  insufficiently  tried  things.  One 
could  not  be  too  cautious  in  acc-ptiDg  foreign  importations, 
and  more  than  cautious  in  accepting  medical  puffs  imported 
from  abroad.  Mr.  Hill  suggested  that  chloretone-ointment 
should  be  dispensed  in  collapsible  tubes.  In  a  half- filled  jar 
there  was  danger  of  separation  from  evaporation. 

A  paper  by  Mr  A.  Russell  Bennet  on 

commercial  ginger  of  a  pharmacopceial  standard 

was  next  read.  He  commented  on  the  difference  in  physical 
appearance  and  his  doubt  of  the  genuineness  of  certain 
samples  which  he  had  examined  and  reported  upon.  He 
referred  to  the  experience  of  previous  workers,  and  sub- 
mitted tables  of  factors  determined  from  the  examination 
of  Jamaica,  Cochin,  and  African  gingers.  The  following  is 
a  digest  of  his  results,  12  samples  being  used  in  each  case  : — 

Jamaica  Ginger.— Whole  :  Ash,  3-14  to  4  31  (sol.  1-89-2-16) ; 
cold-water  extract,  8  91  to  15-19  ;  ether  ditto,  2'57  to  6-41 ;  alcohol 
ditto,  3  09  to  516;  resin  extract,  3-94  to  5-61;  volatile  oil,  0  2  to 
0-9  per  cent.  Powder:  Ash,  139  to  3-46  (sol.  101-3-91);  cold- 
water  extract,  7'01  to  15-01  ;  ether  ditto,  2  97  to  4-60 ;  alcohol 
ditto,  3-01  to  4-16;  resin  ditto,  2-76  to  5'67;  volatile  oil,  0  5  to 
1'2  per  cent 

Cochin  Ginger.— Whole  :  Ash,  2'96  to  4-21  (sol.  1-07-3-02) ;  cold- 
water  extract,  512  to  6-74 ;  resin  extract,  4'91  to  6-74  per  cent. 
Powder:  Ash,  2-01  to  4-16  (sol.  0-3-2-51) ;  cold-water  extract,  698 
to  12-12 ;  resin  extract,  5'41  to  6'51  per  cent. 

African  Ginger.— -Whole:  Ash,  3-19  to  4-10  (sol.  2-14-2-32); 
cold  water  extract,  10-17  to  13-14,  resin  extract,  541  to  &-61  per 
cent.  Powder:  Ash,  217  to  4-19  (sol.  1-56-2-51);  cold  water 
extract,  7-16  to  11-76  ;  resin  extract  4-57  to  6  50  per  cent. 

From  the  results,  he  said  it  would  seem  that  neither  the 
soluble  ash  nor  the  cold-water  extract  can  alone  afford  a 
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perfectly  certain  way  of  deciding  as  to  the  presence  of 
exhausted  ginger,  but  by  a  combination  of  the  two  data  it  is 
possible  to  arrive  at  more  certain  conclusions.  There  re- 
mains much  more  to  be  done  in  examining  ginger  before  we 
can  decide  upon  a  definite  limit  of  composition  ;  but  with 
present  knowledge  one  can  easily  ascertain  the  presence  of 
spent  ginger  when  the  soluble  ash  comes  down  to  about  17 
per  cent.,  and  the  cold-water  extract  to  about  8  per  cent. 
A  standard  might  not  do  away  with  the  custom  of  adding 
spent  ginger,  but  it  would  tend  to  keep  it  in  check  and  limit 
the  addition,  thus  preventing  an  undue  proportion.  He, 
therefore,  suggested  that  the  B  P.  authorities  should  fix  a 
standard  for  ginger  somewhat  after  the  following.  To  read 
consecutively  with  the  characters  already  given  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  "  should  yield  not  less  than  5  per  cent.  r<  sin 
extract  to  90  per  cent,  alcohol ;  should  yield  not  less  than 
15  per  cent,  of  soluble  ash  when  incinerated  with  free 
access  of  air  ;  and  not  less  than  8  5  per  cent,  of  a  cold-water 
extraot  indicating  absence  of  spent  or  exhausted  ginger. 

Mr.  Glass  s«d  Mr.  Bennet  confirmed  his  own  ooservations 
that  African  ginger  was  really  the  strongest,  and  it  was  the 
cheapest  in  the  market  in  strength  and  flavour.  Its  essence 
was  quite  equal  to  the  finest  Cochin  or  Jamaica.  It  would 
be  well  to  have  a  standard  in  the  Pharmacopeia,  and  also 
to  have  a  process  for  making  oleoresin  which  cjuld  be  made 
by  retail  pharmacists,  and  from  which  galenical  preparations 
could  be  made. 

Mr.  Cowik  and  Mr.  Lunan  did  not  think  a  proper  stan- 
dard could  be  fixed. 

Among  the 

EXHIBITS 

shown  were  plants  from  Australia  and  California  by  Dr. 
Gordon  (Leeds),  one  of  which  was  said  to  have  the  pro- 
perties of  cocaine  ;  series  of  photographs  illustrating  collec- 
tion of  balsam  of  Peru,  by  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  (London); 
unnamed  drugs  from  London  market,  by  Mr.  Guyer ; 
Strophantlius  Kombc,  from  London  museum  ;  and  piece  of 
gold-bearing  quartz  from  excavations  being  made  for  an 
extension  of  the  hospital  at  Leith. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  authors  of  papers  and  exhibitors  of 
specimens  and  books  were  given,  and  to  the  Chairman,  this 
being  the  closing  meeting  of  the  session. 


LOCAL  MEETING. 
A  meeting  of  registered  chemists  in  Hampshire,  Isle  of 
Wight,  Dorsetshire,  and  Wiltshire  (with  the  exception  of 
the  Westbury  and  Chippenham  divisions)  was  held  at 
Royal  Hotel,  Southampton,  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  24. 
This  was  the  fourth  meeting  of  grouped  d  stricts  under  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  scheme  of  local  organisation.  Mr. 
O.  K.  Dawson  was  unan  mously  voted  to  the  chair,  it  being 
mentioned  that  he  was  the  former  Secretary  of  the  South- 
ampton division,  and  held  that  office  for  about  thirty  year.-. 
He  was  supported  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins,  Mr. 
Richard  Bremridge,  and  Mr.  II.  Wilson  (the  Local  Secretary, 
who  had  arranged  the  meeting).  It  was  originally  proposed 
to  meet  at  Salisbury,  but  eventually  Southampton  was 
fixed  upon  as  being  more  central. 

The  Chairman,  in  his  introductory  remarks,  spoke  briefly 
of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  said  that,  if  anything  was  to  be 
done  in  connection  with  the  Bill,  it  must  be  by  the  co- 
operation of  all  chemists  Nothing  could  take  the  place  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  a  means  of  approaching  Par- 
liament, and  it  would  be  wise  of  all  chemists  to  support  that 
body. 

Mr.  Allen  said  the  object  of  the  meeting  would  not  be 
best  served  by  their  sticking  entirely  to  one  subject.  There 
were  many  other  things  which  might  be  discussed  with 
advantage,  and,  as  they  met  together  very  seldom,  each  of 
them  should  be  given  an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward 
any  idea  which  he  might  have  by  way  of  which  pharmacists 
might  be  benefited.  There  never  was  a  time  when  organisa- 
tion was  more  necessary  among  them  than  now,  and  he  was 
happy  to  add  that  the  Society  had  never  been  stronger.  Mr. 
Allen  read  a  paragraph  from  the  Times  that  day  (see  page  704). 
He  declared  that  this  suggestion  was  an  insult  to  them,  and 
pointed  out  that  the  public  were  not  prejudiced  by  the  sale 
of  these  articles  being  confined  to  chemists,  because  there 
was  sufficient  competition  among  them  to  keep  down  the 
price.  Mr.  Allen  then  gave  an  outline  of  the  draft  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill. 


Mr.  Brewis  (Portsmouth)  proposed  a  resolution  express- 
ing approval  of  the  Bill.  With  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
minor  points,  it  had  his  cordial  support.  He  thought  the 
principle  of  one  registered  man  to  one  registered  shop  was  at 
the  root  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  it  was  what  they  wanted 
to  get  at.  He  could  foresee  that  there  would  be  a  very  great 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  companies  ;  but  they  must  make 
a  bold  front,  and  do  the  best  they  could  to  cairy  it  through. 
He  was  in  favour  of  the  examination  being  divic  ed 

Mr.  Pollard  (Ryde)  seconded  pro  formd.  He  went  on 
to  say  that  he  could  not  understand  why  they  had  sunk  so 
low  that,  as  in  the  case  of  publicans  and  parsons,  Parlia- 
ment was  to  be  continually  called  in  to  set  their  house  in 
order.  He  was  not  in  favour  of  Acts  of  Parliament  at  all. 
(Laughter.)  He  wanted  the  time  to  come  when  a  man 
would  do  right  because  it  was  right — when  every  chemist 
would  be  a  gentleman,  and  above  all  dirty  tricks.  In  this 
sense  he  was  an  anarchist  with  Tolstoy. 

Mr.  Austen  (Southampton)  thought  the  word  "  shop,"  as 
applying  to  the  places  where  poisons  might  be  sold,  should 
be  more  clearly  defined  than  in  the  draft ;  and  he  urged 
that  all  the  directors  of  a  joint-stock  company  of  chemists 
should  be  registered. 

Mr.  Balchin  (Gosport)  supported  the  motion,  and  said  the 
calling  of  those  Conferences  was  one  of  the  best  things  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had  ever  done. 

Arising  out  of  Mr.  Austen's  remarks,  there  was  some  debate 
as  to  whether  the  clause  dealing  with  the  companies  was 
well  worded.  Mr.  Groves  (Blandford)  and  Mr.  G.  H. 
Bishop  (Southampton)  thought  it  could  be  improved ;  but 
Mr.  Allen  pointed  out  that  it  had  been  approved  by  counsel 
and  the  solicitors  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Toone  (Bourne mouth)  thought  that,  notwithstand- 
ing, the  wording  might  not  be  perfect;  and  he  declared  that 
if  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  1868  Act  had  been  properly 
worded  they  would  not  be  in  the  difficulty  they  were  to-day. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Wride,  jun.  (Southampton),  thought  there 
should  be  some  limit  imposed  on  the  inquiries  of  the 
Registrar 

This  suggestion  found  support  in  other  quarters,  but  Mr. 
Allen  replied  that  the  Council  was  composed  of  men  elected 
by  themselves,  and  if  they  could  not  trust  them  to  exercise 
any  restrictions  which  might  be  necessary  in  this  matter 
then  there  might  as  well  be  an  end  to  the  Society.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

The  proposition  was  carried  unanimously,  and  the  meeting 
was  then  concluded  with  votes  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  principal  speakers,  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  Martin 
(Southampton)  and  Mr.  Pollard  respectively. 


COUNCIL  PRIZES  EXAMINATION. 
The  examination  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  (who  have  so 
qualified  during  the  past  year)  for  the  Pereira  medal  and 
other  prizes  offered  by  the  Council  was  held  on  Saturday, 
April  20.    The  following  are  the  questions  which  were  set  :— 

Botany. 
Time  :  10  a.m.  to  11.30  a.m. 

1.  Give  an  account  of  the  effect  of  a  parasitic  mode  of  life  on 
(a)  the  parasite,  (6)  the  host-plant.  Illustrate  your  answer,  if 
possible,  by  reference  to  some  instance  you  have  yourself 
examined. 

2.  Give  an  account  of  the  changes  iu  the  cortex  of  a  dicoty- 
ledonous tree  which  accompany  the  secondary  growth  in  the 
vascular  cylinder. 

3.  What  is  chlorophyll  ?  Give  some  account  of  its  distribution. 
Explain  the  formation  of  starch  in  parts  of  the  plant  (a)  exposed 
to  light,  (b)  in  darkness. 

4.  Compare  and  contrast  the  following  orders,  and  mention  two 
British  plants  belonging  to  each:—  (»)  Ranunculacece  and 
Rosacea*,  [b)  Labiates  and  Boraginacea:. 

Mateeia  Medica. 
Time  :  11.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

1.  What  is  pepsine  (sic) '?  How  is  it  prepared?  What  are  its 
properties  ?    Describe  the  best  method  of  assaying  its  strength. 

2.  What  are  the  most  important  constituents  of  nux-vomica 
seeds  '?  State  the  percentage  in  the  different  commercial  varieties. 
Give  an  outline  of  the  process  of  assaying  the  strength.  Mention 
the  botanical  and  geographical  sources  of  the  plant  yielding  the 
seeds. 

3.  How  would  you  distinguish  between  eucalyptus  gum  and 
kino  ?    Mention  the  botanical  and  geographical  source  of  each. 

4.  How  would  you  detect  (a)  lard  in  adeps  lana?  ?  (6)  alcohol 
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in  essential  oils  ?  (c)  Japan  wax  in  cera  alba  ?  (J)  gurjun 
balsam  in  copaiba  ? 

Chemistby. 
Time :  2  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 
1  Describe  briefly  the  principles  of  any  three  different  methods 
which  are  commonly  employed  for  determining  with  moderate 
accuracy  (within  1  per  cent.)  the  equivalent  of  a  metal. 

2.  What  are  the  principal  sulphates  which  occur  naturally  in 
large  quantities  ?  Write  a  short  account  of  the  properties  and 
uses  of  each  of  the  salts  thus  found. 

3.  Hydrogen  sulphide  is  passed  through  (a)  sulphuric  acid, 
{ b)  nitric  acid,  (o  a  solution  of  potassium  permanganate,  (d)  a 
solution  of  mercuric  chloride  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  (e)  a 
solution  of  lead  chloride  in  strong  hydrochloric  acid.  What 
changes  would  be  observed  in  each  case?  Explain  these  changes 
and  represent  them  by  equations. 

4.  Give  examples  showing  how  the  natural  or  periodic  system 
of  classifying  elements  has  been  useful  in  checking  atomic-weight 
determinations. 

5.  Describe  in  detail  the  methods  you  would  employ  in  pre- 
paring specimens  of  (1)  acetamide,  (2)  chlorobenzene,  (5)  ethylene 
dibromide. 

6.  Given  a  vegetable  product  supposed  to  contain  an  unknown 
alkaloid,  how  would  you  attempt  to  isolate  this  compound  and  to 
satisfy  yourself  as  to  its  purity  1 


APEIL  EXAMINATIONS. 
We  have  received  from  the  Registrar  the  following  list  of 
persons  who  passed  the  examinations  at  the  April  meeting  of 
the  Society's  Board  of  Examiners  in  London  : — 

Major  Examination. 
Eleven  out  of  thirty-two  candidates  passed,  viz.:  — 


Allen,  Charles  Trounson 
Challenger,  Ernest  James 
Davis,  Oliver  Charles  Minty 
Deane,  Harold 
Duckworth,  Arthur 
Flick,  William  S. 

Minor  Examination. 
Ninety-five  out  of  308  candidates  passed,  viz.  : — 


Heslop,  Charles  William  Baker 
Hirst,  Thornton 
Jewson,  John  Robert 
Lawson,  John 

Warren,  Richard  Bleathman 


Adams,  Edwin  Crimp 
Armitage.  William  Tyrrel 
Aspden,  Edward 
Atkin,  John  Albert 
Austin,  James 
Barrett,  William 
Booth,  Harold 
Buckley,  James  Alfred 
Burgoyne,  Thomas  Lang 
Burke,  William  Dixon 
Burrett,  Frank  Bury  Smith 
Burridge,  Bertie  E.  R. 
Butcher,  Charlei  William 
Butterfield,  Greenwood 
Butterworth,  Ernest 
Bye,  William  Luther  John 
Chambers,  Arthur  Egelwin  C. 
Chapman,  Edwin  John 
Church,  William  Elsey 
Clark,  John  Barton 
Cofman,  Joseph 
Cole,  Wilbam  Parrniter 
Cooper,  John  William 
Cox,  John  Wilfred 
Croft,  William  Francis 
Curtis,  Joseph  Cliffe 
Deeth,  George  Frederick 
Douglas,  Arthur  James 
Ellis,  Oswald  Malcolm 
Felice,  Arthur 
Fisher,  George  Henry 
Furnivall,  James  Frederick 
Gibbins,  Richard  Ernest 
Gilleghan,  Herbert 
Graham,  John  Moffat 
Grimwade,  Edward  Ellisdon 
Hall,  Arthur 

Harding,  Oliver  Hampton 
Harries,  Joshua  Howell 
Harrington,  Harry  Down 
Harris,  Annie  Mary 
Hocking,  James  Arthur 
Hodder,  Robert  Barry 
Hodge,  John 
Hudson,  Sidney  Charles 
Irving,  Francis 
Jones,  Henry 
Jones,  Richard  Owen 


Kemp,  Leonard  John 
Kirkby,  Frank 
Knowles,  George 
Lord,  William 
McBryde,  William  Ogilvie 
Marsland,  Alfred 
Martin,  Percy  Maurice 
Mattbaei,  Maximilian  Joseph 
Melbourn,  Newell  Evens 
Metcalfe,  John  Cecil 
Mitchell,  Godfrey  Thompson 
North,  Donald 
Ordidge,  Walter 
Palmer,  Washington 
Pearson,  William  James 
Poole,  Edwin 
Pugh,  John  Charles 
Ransford,  Arthur  Twitchen 
Rayner,  Charles 
Renouf,  Fred 
Rhodes,  Arthur 
Roberts,  John  Thomas 
Rushton,  William  Burton 
Sewell,  Arthur 
Shimwell,  Thomas  William 
Sinca,  Reginald  Arthur 
Small,  Sydney  Herbert 
Smith,  Frederick  Lewis 
Smith,  James 
Smith,  John  Clayton 
Stanley,  John 
Sutton,  Robert  Howson 
Swinn,  Robert  Fred 
Taylor,  John 
Tonkin,  John  Kenyon 
Torr,  James  William 
Trembath,  Frederic 
Wall,  Francis  Henry 
Warren,  Frank 
Webb,  James  Thomas 
Whittingstell,  Ernest  Edward 
Wigginton,  Harold  Augustus 
Wilboum,  John  Henry 
Williams,  Edward 
Williams,  Thomas  Hugh 
Wilson,  Tom 
Wixey,  Louis  Edward 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  intt-rest 


Unstamped  Beecham's  Pills. 
SIR, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  circular  letter 
sent  by  Mr.  Francis  Kemp,  of  Sydney,  to  proprietaiy-medi- 
cine  houses  in  England  in  reference  to  his  scheme  for  dis- 
pensing with  the  English  revenue-stamp  for  the  Australasian 
colonies,  and  he  encloses  therewith — without  my  knowledge 
or  consent — copy  of  a  notice  I  issued  four  years  ago,  as 
follows  : — 

NOTICE  TO  THE  TRADE. 
Beecham's  pills  are  now  put  up  for  New  Zealand  without  the 
English  revenue- stamp — a  slip  printed  in  red  and  black,  bearing 
the  words  "  Beecham's  Pill,  St.  Helens,"  being  affixed  in  lieu 
thereof.  Thomas  Beechah, 

Proprietor  of  Beecham's  Pills. 
October  1, 1896.  St.  Helens,  England. 

As  I  am  led  to  believe  that  some  manufacturers  have  inferred 
that  I  am  adopting  a  similar  change  for  Australia,  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  those  interested  that  this  notice  only  applies  to 
my  New  Zealand  shipments.  I  have  in  no  way  connected 
myself  with  Mr.  Kemp  or  his  scheme,  neither  shall  I  make 
any  alteration  in  my  present  system  for  the  federated 
colonies  until  such  time  as  I  have  satisfied  myself  that  id 
will  be  beneficial  to  my  business  to  do  so. 

Yours  faithfully, 
St.  Helens,  April  22.  Thomas  Beecham. 

The  Ideal  Antiseptic. 

Sir, — Kindly  permit  us  to  correct  a  slight  error  as  to  the 
source  ot  izal,  made  in  the  article  on  "  Tne  Ideal  Antiseptic  " 
appearing  on  page  605  in  your  issue  of  April  13.  Izal  is  not 
a  "  coal-tar  preparation  belonging  to  the  ber.zene  series."  In 
the  process  of  making  coke  by  a  new  method,  we  have 
obtained  an  oil  which  differs  notably  from  coal-tar.  The 
oxidised  part  of  this  oil  is  the  immediate  source  of  izal 
oil,  which  consists  chemically  of  oxidi-ed  hydrocarbons 
having  a  larger  proportion  of  hydrogen  to  carbon  than  the 
members  of  the  phenol  (C,H60)  series,  and  a  les3  proportion 
than  the  members  of  the  methyl  alcohol  (CH40)  series.  We 
have  succeeded  in  making  a  clear  aqueous  solution  of  the 
oil,  not,  however,  concentrated  enough  to  be  put  upon  the 
market,  as  it  would  have  to  be  used  as  sent  out,  without 
dilution,  whereas  the  izal  emulsion,  as  is  well  known,  will 
bear  dilution  200  times  and  still  be  an  efficient  germicide. 
Yours  faithfully, 

For  Newton,  Chambers  k.  Co.  (Limited), 

T.  C.  Newton,  Managing  Director. 

Thorncliffe,  April  22. 

The  Council  Election. 

Sir, — So-called  pharmaceutical  politics  differ  so  much 
from  national  politics  that  I  may  repeat  the  axiom  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  elector  to  exercise  the  franchise  with- 
out being  accused  of  uttering  a  trite  and  tawny  platitude. 
We  are  at  heart  one  party,  with  one  object  in  view,  only 
varying  in  our  ideas  as  to  the  best  mode  of  attaining  that 
object ;  and  attempted  comparisons  between  our  methods  and 
the  differences  of  State  political  parties  are  to  be  deprecated. 
Oar  charter  and  constitution  admit  of  no  equivalent  to  the 
"  party  in  power,"  and  the  term  "  cabinet  secrets "  can 
scarcely  be  applied  to  the  intricate  details  which  appear  to 
be  quite  as  confusing  to  the  official  mind  as  they  are  to  the 
mere  voter.  We  are  on  the  verge  of  attempted  legislation 
which  embodies  a  principle  of  doubtful  policy,  only  accepted 
on  the  plea  that  it  is  the  best  we  can  get.  We  should  all 
have  our  eyes  open  to  the  step  we  are  taking,  for  if  it 
happens  to  be-a  false  step  it  wi'l  be  irretrievable. 


April  27,  1901 
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I  would  ask  those  members  of  the  Society  who  are  so  busy 
gathering  in  the  shekels  that  they  cannot  give  much  thought 
to  our  affairs  to  pause  a  moment  before  either  filling  up  their 
ballot-papers  or  throwing  them  in  the  waste-paper  basket. 
They  will,  at  least,  remember  that  two  years  ago  there  were 
numerous  stalwarts  who  were  loyal  to  the  principles  and 
aspirations  of  the  framers  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  Two 
years  ago  the  watchwords,  shouted  with  rousing  enthusiasm, 
were  "  Pharmacy  for  the  qualified  individual "  and  "  No 
surrender."  To-day  they  whisper  with  bated  breath,  "  Com- 
promise with  the  companies  "  and  "  Capitulate  to  capital." 
The  volte  face  of  some  of  our  leaders,  and  the  Council's 
sacrificial  holocaust  of  principles  and  watchwords,  are  not 
due  to  two  years  more  of  company-trading,  but  to  the 
insidious  development  of  the  vested-interest  bacillus.  The 
culture  of  this  interesting  germ  in  the  Council-chamber  has 
progressed  with  the  usual  rapidity  of  bacterial  reproduction, 
and  the  result  is  a  Bill  heralded  with  excuses  amounting 
almost  to  accusations  ;  and  on  the  part  of  some  of  its  framers 
there  is  that  intolerance  of  criticism  which  usually  accom- 
panies a  febrile  diathesis.  We  are  told  that  the  recognition 
of  company-pharmacy  is  inevitable,  the  principle  of  qualified 
ownership  impossible,  and  the  position  held  by  some  members 
of  the  Council  two  years  ago  is  untenable  to  day.  And  why  ? 
Because,  as  we  are  again  told,  the  policy  of  "  Non  possumus  " 
is  no  longer  possible  with  companies,  though  it  is,  and 
always  has  been,  the  policy  of  the  Council  with  regard  to 
individuals  whose  vested  interests  were  acquired  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Act  that  governs  us.  Every  man  on  the 
register  must  thank  the  Council  for  its  efforts  on  our  behalf, 
but  some  of  us  contend  that  the  lacuna  between  "  No 
surrender  "  and  "  Capitulation  "  is  not  adequately  filled  up 
by  a  policy  of  passive  resistance,  nor  are  unofficial  members 
placed  in  possession  of  the  information  which  is  hinted  at 
as  the  reason  for  the  change  of  attitude.  In  our  ignorance 
we  still  think  of  the  once  well-filled  platform  which  we  now 
find  practically  deserted  by  all  but  one  man,  who  occupies  it 
now,  as  he  has  done  for  years,  consistently  and  indomitably 
urging  that  though  the  times  have  changed  the  attributes 
of  right  and  justice  are  the  same  to-day  as  they  were  two 
years  ago,  or  thirty-two  years  ago.  Respect  for  the  honesty 
of  his  convictions  and  admiration  for  the  pluck  and  per- 
severance with  which  he  advocates  them  compel  me  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  electors  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  R.  Lord 
Gifford,  of  Blackburn,  to  a  seat  on  the  Council.  His  views 
were  well  expressed  last  week.  He  carries  North-Bast 
Lancashire  with  him,  and  if  this  is  merely  a  geographical 
idiosyncrasy  transference  to  Bloomsbury  Square  would  not 
only  be  a  well-merited  honour,  but  a  stroke  of  diplomacy. 
Surely  the  Council's  cause  is  not  so  weak  that  the  presence 
of  one  man  who  has  never  faltered  in  his  advocacy  of  the 
best  interests  of  pharmacy  would  interfere  with  the  progress 
of  legislation  to  improve  our  position.  I  trust  the  electors 
will  recognise  the  efforts,  the  services,  and  the  sacrifices  of 
Mr.  Gifford  by  giving  him  his  just  reward,  a  seat  on  the 
council. 

Batley,  April  23.  R.  Broadhead. 

"  Unprofessional  Conduct." 
Sir, — On  reading  the  registration  particulars  of  "  Boots, 
Cash  Chemists  (Southern),  Limited,  in  the  C.  D.,  I  was 
more  than  surprised  to  find  that,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Boot  and  his  secretary,  the  entire  list  of  first  subscribers  is 
composed  of  "  chemists  and  druggists."  What  do  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  think  of  that?  I 
cannot  see  the  good  the  Pharmacy  Bill  will  do  as  it  now 
stands  when  registered  men  openly  outrage  the  "professional 
etiquette  "  of  which  the  Council  are  so  fond  of  speaking. 
Medicine  and  law  have  sought  and  obtained  a  professional 
standard  and  also  power  to  strike  off  the  register  any  person 
found  guilty  of  unprofessional  conduct  Why  should  not 
pharmacy  follow  their  example  1  I  am  firmly  convinced  that 
such  a  course  would  do  far  more  good  than  the  present  Bill. 

A  Sheffield  Chemist.  (135/50.) 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Union. 
Sir,— It  is  necessary  that  the  trade,  as  well  as  the 
members  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Union,  should  know 
exactly  its  position.  Numbering  nearly  two  hundred  mem- 
bers, it  has  shown  promise  of  speedily  becoming  the  largest 
organisation  of  chemists'  assistants  in   this  country.  In 


order  to  give  the  Council  a  freer  hand,  it  is  proposed  to  hold 
the  annual  meeting  in  June  instead  of  October,  so  that  a  fall 
programme  of  meetings  for  discussion  may  be  arranged 
before  the  winter  session  begins.  The*e  meetings  have  been 
so  badly  attended  in  the  past  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
one  mentioned  above,  and  one  next  month  to  c  insider  the 
Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill,  it  is  intended  to  hold  no  more 
until  the  winter.  A  series  of  visits  to  places  of  pharmiceu- 
tical  interest  is  being  arranged  for  the  summer  months,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  members  and  their  friends  will  attend  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  make  these  interesting  occasions  fully 
successful.  The  work  of  the  secretarial  department  has 
grown  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  future 
that  gentlemen  undertaking  the  duties  shall  be  paid.  Any 
members  who  will  offer  their  services,  or  who  will  act  on  the 
new  Council  if  elected,  are  asked  to  send  their  names  to  me 
at  once. 

The  primary  object  of  this  Union  is  to  enrol  so  many 
members  that  we  may  be  able  to  affect  the  questions  of  hours 
and  pay,  and  to  take  a  decided  action  with  regard  to 
"  company-pharmacy."  Assistants  are  slow  to  realise  how 
great  a  power  they  possess,  especially  on  the  latter  matter, 
or  none  of  them  would  hesitate  to  become  enrolled  forth- 
with. It  is  net  necessary  that  every  member  should  pay  a  fee 
to  the  Union.  It  is  sufficient  if  he  is  already  a  member  of 
any  association  of  assistants.    We  will  enrol  him  free. 

Yours  faithfully, 

60  Paddington  Street,  W.  C.  E.  Pickering. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  1900,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


137/22  Inquirer  asks:  "What  is  the  proper  coursj  to 
pursue  to  get  property-tax  refunded  which  has  been  paid 
by  a  man  not  liable  to  pay  income-tax  1 "  [Assumiug  that 
"  Inquirer"  has  already  satisfied  the  Inland  Revenue  autho- 
rities that  he  is  not  liable  to  income-tax  on  his  business 
profits,  and  that  his  own  and  his  wife's  income  from  all 
sources  does  not  exceed  160Z.,  he  can  obtain  repayment  of 
the  property-tax.  Apply  to  the  Surveyor  of  Taxes  for  the 
district  for  a  form  for  claiming  exemption,  and  fill  it  up  as 
directed,  and  annex  receipts  for  the  tax  paid.] 

136/18  0.  S. — If  the  statement  of  affairs  was  registered 
as  a  deed  of  arrangement  you  may  get  a  copy  of  it  in  the 
local  bankruptcy  court. 

127/17.  Zero. — The  words  "  Our  own  specialities"  placed 
over  a  list  of  medicinal  remedies  render  each  liable  to 
stamp-duty.    Effervescing  saline  is  exempt. 

134/62.  J.  B—  See  our  Diary,  page  224,  for  all  parti- 
culars respecting  the  sale  of  benzine  in  small  quantities. 

137/22.  Inquirer  says  A  and  B  are  joint-owners  of  private 
street,  at  the  end  of  which  is  a  wall  which  locks  in  land 
owned  by  A  and  C.  A  wishes  to  open  out  his  land  beyond 
the  wall  for  building  purposes.  Can  he  compel  B  to  grant 
rights  of  way,  which  rights  would  also  open  out  C's  land  ? 
Is  B  bound  to  pull  down  his  part  of  the  wall  because  A 
wishes  to  get  his  land  opened  out  ?  Suppose  A  bought  land 
belonging  to  C,  what  position  is  B  then  in  with  regard  to  his 
blocking  of  the  rights  of  way  ?  [Our  correspondent  has 
raised  a  difficult  question,  and  one  upon  which  no  opinion  of 
any  value  can  be  offered  without  further  evidence  and  an 
examination  of  documents  of  title.  There  is  no  presumption 
of  law  as  to  the  ownership  of  a  private  street,  and  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  soil  of  half  the  street  was  conveyed  to 
A  or  not.  It  is  quite  possible  that  such  soil  remains  in  the 
original  vendor,  and  in  that  case  we  should  advise  A  to  buy 
the  soil  from  such  original  vendor.  If  A  is  the  owner  of  the 
soil  of  half  the  private  street  he  can  grant  a  right  of  way  t0 
any  person  over  such  half,  but  it  is  only  the  owner  of  the 
soil  who  can  grant  a  way.  A  person  who  has  a  right  of  way 
only  for  himself  cannot  grant  such  right  of  way  to  other 
persons.  A's  right  of  way  in  any  case  would  only  apply  to 
the  land  in  respect  of  which  the  right  of  way  was  granted 
and  cannot  be  extended  to  any  adjoining  property.  Our 
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correspondent  does  not  say  who  is  the  owner  of  the  wall.  If 
he  himself  is  the  owner  of  the  ground  on  which  the  wall  is 
built  he  can  take  down  the  portion  of  which  he  is  the  owner 
and  so  gain  access  to  his  moiety  of  the  street,  presuming 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  the  soil  of  half  the  street.  This  will 
not  entitle  him  to  use  B's  moiety  of  the  street  in  respect  of 
the  additional  land,  or  to  use  the  street  at  all  if  the  soil  is  still 
vested  in  the  original  vendor.  A  has  no  power  to  compel  B 
to  grant  him  a  right  of  way,  or  to  do  anything  at  all.  The 
purchase  of  land  from  C  would  not  assist  A  in  any  way, 
except  that  it  would  entitle  him  to  take  down  the  piece  of 
wall  (if  any)  standing  on  C's  land.  It  would  not  affect  A's 
position  with  regard  to  B  in  any  way.  A  very  simple  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  will  be  to  get  the  local  authority  to  take 
over  the  private  street  as  a  public  highway,  and  then  A  and 
everyone  else  will  be  able  to  pass  over  it.  B  will  have  to 
pay  half  the  costs  of  making  up  the  street  before  it  is  taken 
over,  and  will  probably  regret  not  having  made  terms  with  A.] 

137/53.  A.  $  B. — There  is  no  fixed  rule  as  to  the  amount 
of  deduction  to  be  made  by  limited  companies  for  deprecia- 
tion of  lease  or  depreciation  of  plant.  We  should  say  that  a 
deduction  of  5(R  per  annum  in  respect  of  the  lease  (value 
500?  for  10  years),  is  very  moderate.  So  far  as  the  plant  is 
concerned  we  think  that  a  higher  amount  than  5  per  cent, 
should  be  deducted.  It  is  treasonable  to  expect  that  either 
a  horse  or  cart  will  last  twenty  years,  and  we  should  doubt 
whether,  on  an  average,  they  ever  last  ten  years.  It  will  be 
much  safer  for  our  correspondents  to  err  on  the  side  of 
deducting  too  much  than  deducting  too  little.  In  the  latter 
case  they  may  be  accused  of  paying  dividends  out  of  capital. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


139/33.  Rlici  (Dublin). — We  do  not  reply  to  anonymous 
requests.  If  you  desire  an  answer,  repeat  your  query,  giving 
your  name  and  address. 

136/71.  E.  Nilt. — The  hair-pomade  you  send  is  a  pro . 
prietary  one.  and  it  is  against  our  rules  to  analyse  such. 

138/31.  Majox. — Lemonade  in  a  Seltzogene  is  unsatis- 
factory ;  it  is  better  to  place  the  syrup  of  lemon  in  the 
tumbler  and  fill  up  with  pliin  aerattd  water. 

137/38.  Roclisalt. —  Salt  is  not  likely  to  injure  the 
enamel  of  a  bath. 

130/53.  Congo. — Fading  Prints  are  due  to  imperfect 
washing  as  a  rule,  but  in  the  case  of  P.O.P.  prints  sent  to 
hot  climates  the  gelatin  may  be  a  contributory  cause.  Bro- 
mide prints  having  a  gelatin  basis  would  probably  be  no 
better,  but  platinum  prints  are  absolutely  permanent. 

120/54.  Pumice. — Discoloured  Skin  on  Neck  is  readily 
bleached  by  a  liberal  application  of  hydrogen  peroxide. 

120/19.  Eiqjlirasia.—  S&lt  of  Lemons. — The  potassium 
bitartrate  certainly  renders  the  acid  potassium  oxalate  more 
useful  as  a  stain-remover. 

118/73.  J.  JB.  sends  a  preparation,  obtained  in  New  York, 
which  is  applied  to  photograpihs  before  colouring  them.  We 
find  it  to  be  a  mucilage  of  tragacanth,  about  8  gr.  to  1  oz., 
preserved  with  a  few  drops  of  creosote. 

Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 

138/19. — Where  to  obtain  "  Noblesse  Oblige"  soap. 

138/40.  Who  are  makers  of  fly-paper  spreading  and 
folding  machines  ? 

138/9.  Address  of  "  Henry  &  Co.,"  makers  of  2d.  tins 
"  Guil  aline  "  for  cleaning  gloves,  &c. 

137/28.  Makers  of  metal  screw-cap  pomade-bottles,  whose 
trade-mark  is  "  C  "  over  a  trident  and  203. 


ftrafce  IReport 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  April  25. 

DUSINESS  has  brightened  up  somewhat  this  week  owing 
U  to  the  resumption  ol  the  drug-auctions  after  an 
"Interval  of  four  weeks.  Perhaps  the  chief  event  of  the  week 
is  a  combination  among  the  principal  refiners  of  English 
glycerin,  which  is  also  said  to  include  a  few  of  the  German 
firms.  The  opinion  regarding  this  combination  is  not  at 
all  unanimous,  but  if  it  succeeds  in  reducing  the  keen  com- 
petition which  has  characterisedthis  chemical  for  some  time 
past,  it  will  serve  a  useful  object.  Opium  is  quieter  this 
week,  but  none  the  less  firm.  Morphine  salts  are  also  strong 
in  keeping  with  opium.  Citric  acid  is  slightly  easier  in 
second  hands,  and  tartaric  acid  and  cream  of  ta'tarshow 
no  change.  Cod-liver  oil  is  weak,  07ving  to  the  fishing  in 
Finmarken  closing  well.  Almond  oil  is  Id.  lover,  and 
quinine  is  still  very  quiet,  sscond  hands  being  easier.  The 
drug-sales  are  reported  on  pag3  701,  and  the  following  table 
shows  the  alterations  of  the  week,  including  those  recorded 
at  the  auctions  :  — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

^Lower 

Asafetida 

Acid,  citric 

Honey 

Cardamoms 

Benzoin 

Oil,  almond 

(medium) 

Rhubarb 

O  1,  c  3d- liver 

Ginger  (Jam.) 

Quinine 

(sec.  hands) 

Tonka-beans 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  porta 
of  the  United  Kingdom  from  April  18  to  23  (both  days  inclu- 
sive):— Benzoin  (@  Singapore),  48;  borax  (@  Valparaiso), 
1,549  bgs. ;  cantharides  (@  Hong-Kong),  30;  cardamoms,  (@ 
Mangalore)  5,  (@  Colombo),  123  ;  cascanlla  (@  Hamburg),  42  bK; 
castor  oil,  (Ital.)  10  cs.  10  cks.,  1E.I.)  100  cs.,  (@  Marseilles), 
560  brls.  30  cs. ;  chamomiles,  9  ;  chillies  (@  Macras),  47 ;  chlorate 
of  potash  (Swed.>,  1C0  cs.  14  pkgs. ;  cinchona,  (@  Calicut)  789, 
(@  Colombo)  44,  (@  Cochin)  22,  (@  Amst )  40  bis.,  (@  Tuticorin), 
288  ;  citrate  of  lime  (@  Palermo),  41 ;  citric  acid  (<&  Genoa), 
50  bis.;  eitronella  oil  (@  Galle),  130  dms.  32  cs.  1  tank;  coca- 
leaves  (@  Ceylon),  8  ;  cod-liver  oil  (@  Hamburg)  20,  (@  Christiania), 
100  cks.;  condurango  (@  Hamburg),  10;  drugs,  (@  Marseilles) 
2  lbs.,  (@  Trieste)  17  cs.,  (@  Sydney),  14  cs.,  (@  Baltimore), 
35  bxs. ;  essential  oils  (@  Messina),  165  pkgs.;  eucalyptus  oil 
(Amst.),  14  cs. ;  ginger,  @  Calicut)  51,  (@  Cochin)  6  cs.  490  bgs., 
(Jam.)  20?,  (@  Hong-Kong),  800  bxs.  10  cks.  ;  gum  arabic  (@ 
Suez),  23;  honey,  (Chil.)  107,  (Jam.),  250;  inseci-powder  (© 
Trieste),  20;  juniper  berries,  35  bis.;  kino  (@  Cochin),  23  cs.; 
quillaia,  185  bis. ;  quinine  (@  Amst.)  8  cs. ;  saffron,  1 ;  sarsaparilla, 
(@  Hamburg)  13  pkgs.,  (@  Jamaica!  10,  (@  Havre',  78  bis. ;  senna 
(@  Madras),  39  bgs.;  sulphur  (@  Catania),  450  bgs.  120  cks. 
115  brls.,  (@  Naples),  120  bgs.;  tartaric  acid  (@  Hamburg',  20; 
tamarinds  (@  Madras),  59  ;  turmeric  (@  Cochin),  1C4  ;  vanilla,  (@ 
Bordeaux)  7  cs.,  (@  Marseilles)  2  cs.,  (@  Port  Louis),  16  cs. ;  wax, 
bees',  (@  Natal),  62  bdls.  59  pkgs.,  (@  Marseilles)  52  pkgs.,  (@ 
Tangier)  9  bgs.,(@  Jamaica)  96,  (@  Havre)  9  bgs.  20 brls.  412  pkgs., 
(@  Adelaide)  7,  (Span.i,  54  bis. 

Effects  of  the  Sugar  Duty. 

The  tax  of  4s.  2d.  per  cwt.  on  the  importation  of  refined  sugar 
has  necessitated  an  advance  by  the  wholesale  trade  of  4s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  in  crystals  and  5s.  in  powder.  Simple  syrup  has  also  been, 
advanced  4s.,  and  compound  liquorice-powder,  in  which  sugar  is 
one  of  the  chief  ingredients,  is    2s.   6d.  per    cwt.  dearer, 
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Sacch.  ust.  is  4s.  higher,  and  so  is  sugar-candy.  As  regards 
medicinal  syrups,  a  few  will  1>8  advanced  1<7.  per  lb.  where 
possible  (especially  on  1-owt.  quantities),  in  order  to  balance  the 
prices  of  those  on  which  the  advance  is  not  charged.  A  general 
advance  of  2s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  in  glucose  baa  also  been  made.  The 
tax  on  saccharin  is  referred  to  elsewhere. 

Export=tax  on  Colombian  Products. 

The  American  Consul  at  Cartagena,  in  a  report  to  his  depart- 
ment at  Washington,  states  that  the  Colombian  Government  has 
issued  a  decree  fixing  export-duties  (payable  in  national  paper 
currency)  upon  certain  products  of  that  country.  The  decree, 
which  took  effect  on  March  1,  applies  inter  alia  to  the  following 
articles  :— 

Balsam  tolu    &5.C0  per  100  lbs. 

Copaiba   $3.50  „ 

Eubber,  crude    $5.00  „ 

Divi-divi  $0.50 

Platinum,  assayed    2  per  cent. 

„        unassayed     ...       ...    15  „ 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These prices  are  for  market  centres  other  than  London.'] 

Although  the  demand  shows  some  slight  improvement  there  is 
still  a  very  quiet  tone  in  the  market.  New  business  is  decidedly 
scarce,  and  what  is  being  done  is  principally  the  working-off  of 
existing  contracts.  Stocks  are  generally  heavy.  Bleaching- 
powder  and  caustic  soda  are  particularly  quiet,  although  values 
are  nevertheless  fairly  well  maintained.  Sulphate  of  ammonia 
has  declined  2s.  6(7.  to  5s.  per  ton.  Benzols  also  stand  hd.  lower. 
Sulphate  of  copper  is  a  shade  firmer,  but  without  actual  improve- 
ment in  value. 

Lead  Products  are  without  change,  but  on  the  easy  side. 
Sugar  of  lead,  white,  24?.  per  ton,  less  2A  per  cent.  Glasgow. 
Sugar  of  lead,  brown,  191.  10s.  to  19/.  15s.  per  ton,  less  2h  per 
cent.  Glasgow.  Nitrate  of  lead,  237.  10s.  to  24  7.  per  ton,  less 
2j  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

Saltpetre. — Unchanged.  British  refined,  21s.  and  22s._  per 
cwt.  for  barrels  and  kegs  respectively;  German  barrels,  19s.'  677., 
and  kegs,  20s.  6f7. 

Barium  Products  rule  very  firm  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
mineral  carbonate  of  barytes  (witherite)  is  still  very  scarce  and 
demand  strong.  Chloride  of  barium,  best  ordinary  refined 
crystals,  in  brisk  request  at  77.  2s.  6r7.  to  77.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton  in 
bags  free  on  rails,  and  5s.  per  ton  more  for  ordinary  casks.  Blanc 
fixe,  pure  precipitated  sulphate  of  barium  in  paste  form,  moving 
well  and  very  firm  at  77.  10s  to  87.  per  ton  on  rails  in  casks. 
Hydrate  of  baryta  in  somewhat  better  supply,  and  ruling  figure 
is  now  about  147.  to  147. 10s.  per  ton,  ex  stock,  in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks. 
Nitrate  of  baryta  steady  at  167.  10s.  to  177.  10s.  pep  ton  in  casks 
free  on  rails,  according  to  quality  and  quantity.  Sulphide  of 
barium,  in  casks,  57.  10s.  to  67.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of  barytes, 
mineral  ground,  in  good  general  demand  at  from  40.s.  to  100s.  per 
ton,  according  to  quality,  package,  and  quantity. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

Liverpool,  April  25. 

Castor  Oil.— The  stocks  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  have  been 
very  much  reduced,  and  sales  are  being  readily  effected  at  H^d. 
per  lb. ;  for  the  small  remaining  stocks  4T5H<7.  to  4f d.  is  talked  of. 
First-pressure  French  is  dragging  at  3^(7.  to  3T5B(?.,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  large  arrivals  from  Marseilles,  due  to  the  cessation 
of  the  strike.  It  is  expected  that  prices  will  improve  as  soon  as 
the  quay  is  cleared. 

Acacia  Sorts. — For  100  serons  at  auction  there  was  no  bid, 
and  holders  have  since  refused  an  offer  of  52s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  holding 
the  parcel  for  55s.  The  value  is  not  quotably  changed  during  the 
week,  and  55s.  to  70s.  may  be  considered  the  value,  according  to 
quality. 

Copaiba. — A  small  parcel  of  Para,  recently  offered  at  auction, 
is  still  held  for  2s.  3(7.  Betail  sales  of  cloudy  Maranham  have 
been  made  at  2s.  Zhd.  per  lb. 

African  Ginger. — During  the  week  a  strong  upward  tendency 
has  been  manifested,  and  on  the  spot  32s.  per  cwt.  is  now  quoted 
for  new  crop,  and  31s.  to  31s.  6(7.  has  been  paid  for  parcels  to 
arrive.  For  40  bags  new  Jamaica  30s.  was  bid  in  auction,  but 
47s.  6c7.  per  cwt.  was  asked. 

Honey. — Two  parcels  of  new  crop,  Pile  3,  Chilian  changed 
hands  at  21s.  per  cwt.,  and  10  kegs  choice  new  found  buyers  at 
24s.  Pile  2  is  held  for  25s.  to  26s. ;  Piles  1  and  X.  are  not  quotably 
changed. 

Linseed  Oil  continues  in  a  firm  position,  and  29s.  6(7.  to 
29s.  9(7.  per  cwt.,  in  export  casks,  is  the  value  to-day. 

Turpentine  is  easier  for  the  week,  and  is  obtainable  at  27s.  6c?. 
per  cwt. 

Linseed  maintains  the  recent  firm  position,  large  sales  having 
been  made  to  arrive  at  full  prices, 


Sulphate  of  Copper.— Both  second-hand  holders  and  makers 
quote  237  per  ton. 

Beeswax. — A  small  lot  of  pale  yellow  Peruvian  realised  77  15s. 
per  cwt.,  and  one  case  mixed  yellow  and  grey  brought  77.  7s.  6(7. 
Ten  packages  medium  yellow  have  changed  hands  at  77.  7s.  6<f, 
per  cwt. 

Fenugreek-seed. — Sales  of  Morocco  are  reported  at  6s.  per  cwt. 

Chillies  (Sierra  Leone). — For  the  small  stocks  available  50s. 
per  cwt.  is  still  asked.  The  supplies  this  year  are  expected  to  be 
very  small. 

Quillaia  is  very  firmly  held,  at  137.  to  137.  15s.  per  ton. 

Pimento. — Twenty  bags  new  Jamaica  at  auction  were  held  at 
3(7.  but  no  buyers  were  forthcoming  at  this  figure. 

Wax,  Carnauba. — Business  in  this  article  has  improved,  and 
previous  prices  are  well  maintained.  Transactions  include  155  bags 
fair  ordinary  to  good  Pernambuco  and  Ceara  yellow  at  61s.  3(7.  to 
67s.  6(7.,  and  258  grey  Maranham  at  43s.  to  44s.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  April  23. 

Our  drug-market  in  general  is  quiet,  and  only  a  few  articles- 
show  a  firm  position. 

Balsam  Peru  is  steady,  at  12m.  per  kilo 

Citric  Acid  shows  more  inquiry,  and  is  tending  firmer,  at 
300m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor,  Refined,  is  almost  unchanged;  holders  ask  460m. 
per  100  kilos.,  but  may  perhaps  take  a  trifle  less. 

Condurango  is  dearer;  holders  now  ask  100m.  per  100  kilos. 

Coca-leaves  — Bolivian  are  quoted  275m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin,  for  spot  delivery,  is  getting  very  scarce,  with  an  im- 
proving demand  for  export ;  market  is  firm,  at  68m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  remains  quiet,  and  shows  very  little  business,  at  410m. 
per  100  kilos,  for  Russian. 

Menthol  is  quiet,  at  27hm.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  unchanged,  at  45m.  per  kilo. 

Star-anise  is  dull  of  sale,  at  125m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  lower,  at  61m.  per  100  kilos. 

Santonin  is  unchanged  at  35m.  per  kilo. 

Castor  Oil  is  tending  firmer,  and  prices  for  forward  delivery 
have  been  raised ;  first-pressing  in  barrels  on  the  spot  is  quoted 
62m.,  and  May  delivery  at  60m.  per  100  kilos. 

Linseed  Oil. — Spot  stuff  is  scarce  and  dearer. 

Essential  Oils  are  practically  unchanged,  and  little  business 
doing. 

Cablegrams. 

Smyena,  April  25,  11  32  a.m.  : — The  sales  of  opium  on  this 
market  have,  up  to  date,  amoanted  to  60  cases.  The  tone  of 
the  market  is  well  maintained.  The  rains  have  commenced, 
and  prospects  for  the  crop  are  therefore  more  favourable. 

*  *  *  * 

Bergen,  April  25,  12  10  p.m.  : — The  market  is  weaker  in 
consequence  of  the  improved  fishing  results,  the  catch  up  to 
the  present  beiDg  30,056,000  cod,  against  24,316,000  at  the 
same  time  last  year,  the  yield  of  crude  oil  being  27,740 
barrels,  against  23,058.  The  price  of  refined  medicinal  oil 
is  57s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  April  25,  12.25  p.m.  : — Refined  camphor  is 
455m.  per  100  kilos,  and  quiet  at  that,  cumin  is  firm  at 
69m.,  and  jalap  is  firmer  at  120  m.  per  100  kilos. 

*  #  *  * 

New  York,  April  25,  3.21  p.m.  :—  The  market  here  is  quiet. 
Opium  is  advancing,  $3.40  per  lb.  now  being  wanted.  Jalap 
is  active  at  13c,  menthol  $4.00,  and  rather  weak.  Beeswax 
firmer  at  28gC.  Balsam  of  Tolu  is  easier  at  39c,  and 
copaiba  at  38c.  is  still  inactive  demand.  Rio  ipecacuanha  is 
dull  at  $28.5  per  lb. 


London  Markets. 

Acetan ilide. —  Business  has  bean  done  this  week  at  Q\d. 
per  lb. 

Acid,  Citric. — Very  quiet  with  secondhand  sellers  of 
English  crystals  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.,  which  is  easier ;  makers 
continue  to  quote  immediate  delivery  at  Is. 

Acid,  Tartaric  is  also  very  quiet  at  Is.  Of<Z.  per  lb.  for 
English,  and  Is.  for  foreign. 

American  Drugs  (Various).— The  following  are  some 
current  quotations  : — JJarhs — Angostura,  73s.  6d.  per  cwt.  ; 
Baybcrry,  19s.  ;  Cotton  root,  21s.  ;  Cascara  Sagrada,  24s.  ; 
Simaruba,  b^d. ;  Wahoo  of  root,  9d.  ;  Wild-cherry,  2§cZ.,  and 
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Witch  hazel  2d.  and  2^d. ;  Elder  -flowers  offer  at  5d  ,  and 
Grindelia  robust  a  3\d. ;  Lobelia  herb,  pressed  ia  \  aari  ±  lb 
packets,  5d. ;  loose  ditto,  3|<#. ;  Deer  tongue  leaves,  2\d.,  ani 
Witch  hazel  leaves,  2\d.  and  2\d.  Roots  —  Gelsemium,2ls.; 
Stillingia,  23.?.  ;  Scrpentaria,  Is.  5d.  Spigelia,  IQd.  ;  Sangui- 
naria  3d  ;  Elecampane,  2\d  All  the  above  drags  are  offered 
on  c.i.f.  terms  netr,  without  discount  or  allowances. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction,  on  Wednesday,  St.  Vincents 
sold  at  \\d  to  \%d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary,  and  at  l^d.  to  2d. 
per  lb.  for  fair  to  good.  Fine  was  bought  in  at  3d.  to  3\d. 
per  lb. 

Camphor. — English  refined  is  meeting  with  a  good 
seasonable  demand  from  the  trade,  and  refiners'  prices 
continue  firm  at  2s.  4§d.  for  bells  and  flowers  in  small 
wholesale  quantities. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
Mav  9  will  consist  of  5  430  bales  and  109  cases,  weighing 
513,543  kilos.  Java  bark.  It  is  expected  that  a  supplementary 
catalogue  will  be  issued  later.  In  the  drug-auctions  8  serons 
of  Huanoco  sold  at  6§d.  to  Id.,  and  twenty-three  serons  of 
Loxa  quill  were  held  for  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Cocoa-butter. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  May  7  will  consist  of  90  tons  Van  Houten's,  7£  tons  Helm, 
11  tons  de  Jong,  and  4  tons  Mignon,  while  in  London  on  the 
same  date  55  tons  Cadbury's  brand  will  be  offered. 

Glycerin. — A  combination  has  been  formed  which  is  said 
to  embrace  the  principal  English  refiners  and  a  few  of  the 
German.  The  "  official "  quotation  for  double-distilled  s.g.  1260 
is  now  63/  per  ton,  but  in  second-hands  there  are  sellers  at 
slightly  under  Ihis  figure. 

Guinea-grains. — No  arrivals  from  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa  have  taken  place,  and  stocks  are  diminishing  in 
Europe. 

Gum  Arabic. — The  exports  from  the  Soudan  during  1900 
were  valued  at  93.800EZ ,  against  3.600EZ.  in  1899.  This 
increase  was  due  to  the  revival  of  trade  in  the  Soudan.  In 
the  drug-auction  a  case  of  small  picked  Txieste  grain  sold 
at  6/.  5*.  per  cwt. 

Lime-juice. — Stocks  are  becoming  smaller  on  this  market, 
and  quotations  are  slowly  advancing. 

Oil,  Almond. — A  further  reduction  of  Id.  per  lb.  has  been 
made  in  English,  sweet  being  now  quoted  at  Is.  9^.  per  lb., 
and  pallid  Is.  lid. 

Oil,  Anise-star. — Very  quiet.  The  arrival-market  has 
slightly  firmed  up,  inasmuch  as  5s.  2\d.  to  5s.  3d.,  c.i.f.,  is 
now  quoted ;  spot  is  unchanged  at  5s.  6d.  nominally. 

Oil,  Citronella — The  new  crop  from  Ceylon  of  the 
second  season  is  now  arriving  in  fair  quantity,  but  demand 
keeps  slow  at  lOd.  per  lb.  in  drums,  and  10^d.  in  tins ;  April- 
June  shipment  has  been  sold  at  9§d.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
April  20,  that  the  first  reports  of  the  Finmarken  fishing  have 
now  airived  and  are  very  promising ;  the  cod  is  fat  and  of 
good  quality,  and  there  seems  to  be  plenty  of  it.  As  long  as 
the  present  low  prices  for  the  steam-refined  oil  are  prevalent 
the  production  of  this  grade  is  likely  to  be  rather  small,  how- 
ever, in  Finmarken,  as  the  fishers  no  doubt  will  find  it  more 
profitable  to  produce  more  of  the  other  grades  of  oil,  of  which 
the  quantity  in  Lofoten  is  extremely  small.  The  tendency  of 
the  market  is  perhaps  a  trifle  firmer,  and  at  the  last  quotation 
of  59s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b,  it  is  rather  difficult  to  buy.  The 
export  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amounted  to  3,203g  barrels, 
against  2,612  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year.  The 
London  market  keeps  quiet,  and  prices  seem  to  have  given 
way  a  little  further.  It  would  probably  be  difficult  to  find  a 
buyer  at  60s ,  c.i.f.,  although  the  nominal  quotation  is  about 
2s.  Qd.  above  this  figure. 

Opium. — The  demand  has  fallen  off  this  week  on  the 
London  market,  but  prices  are  unchanged.  For  fine  Smyrna 
druggists'  opium  9s.  9d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid.  Persian  has 
still  a  downward  tendency,  fine  beiDg  quoted  at  13s. 
nominally  on  the  spot. 

Smyrna,  April  12. — Owing  to  the  continued  dry  weather,  prices 
on  this  market  have  advanced  4d.  per  lb.,  and  a  further  advance 
ia  expected  should  the  drought  be  persistent.  The  sales  for  the 
week  amount  to  42  cases  as  follows  : — 6  cases  current  tale  quale 
at  the  parity  of  8s.  M.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. ;  34  cases  Karahissar  at  9s.  to 


9s.  2d.,  and  2  cases  current  yerli  at  2s.  id.  Of  the  above  quantity 
31  cases  are  for  speculative  account,  and  the  remainder  for 
speculation.  The  market  closed  very  firm  with  buyers.  The 
arrivals  amount  to  3,940  cases  against  2,680  cases  at  "the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year.  Some  of  the  holders  have  withdrawn 
their  goods  from  the  market,  and  are  reported  not  to  be  sellers  at 
even  fid.  per  lb.  above  present  quotations.  The  coming  crop  is 
now  generally  estimated  at  lower  than  5,000  cases,  and  the  position 
is  considered  a  very  strong  one. 

_  Smyrna,  April  18. — Market  is  very  excited  owing  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  dry  weather,  the  want  of  rain  being  also  very  much 
felt  now,  even  in  the  upper  districts.  Interior  dealers  are  passing 
orders  to  their  clients  here  to  buy,  but  many  of  them  remain  un- 
executed owing  to  the  few  sellers.  The  holders  who  have  still  the 
authority  to  sell  part  or  all  of  their  stock  are  asking  higher  prices 
to  every  fresh  buyer.  Yesterday  morning  a  few  parcels  of  manu- 
facturing stuff  changed  hands  at  9s.  to  9s.  6<Z.,and  in  the  afternoon 
9s.  2d.  to  9s.  8d.  was  offered,  but  sellers  refused  to  sell.  We  are 
much  afraid  opium  will  soon  advance  to  lis.,  and  if  even  we  have 
rain  during  the  latter  part  of  April  and  early  May,  prices  will  be 
firmly  maintained  throughout  the  season  between  9s.  4d.  to  10s. 
It  is  not  the  policy  of  our  native  dealers  to  advance  prices  on  the 
eve,  as  one  would  say,  of  a  coming  crop.  Their  object  is  more  to 
keep  prices  down,  so  as  to  replenish  their  stocks  at  low  figures. 
Their  pushing  up  prices  now  shows  their  conviction  of  a  short 
crop. 

Constantinople,  April  19. — The  market  is  rising  rapidly,  and 
holders  are  asking  to  day  9s.  6rZ.  to  9s.  9d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  for 
"druggists'."  The  young  plants  have  not  as  yet  been  damaged 
by  continued  drought,  but  should  rain  not  fall  very  soon,  the 
greater  part  of  the  crop  will  be  destroyed.  The  week's  sales 
amount  to  11  cases  "  druggist's"  at  9s.  Id,  to  9s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — Dull  of  sale,  and  easier  in  second-hands.  The 
small  business  done  includes  a  few  thousand  ounces  German 
sulphate,  at  Is.  3\cl.  to  Is.  3\d.  for  August  delivery  ;  spot  is 
quoted  Is.  3\d.  per  cz. 

The  exports  of  quinine  from  Java  during  November,  1900, 
amounted  to  154  cases,  of  which  92  cases  went  direct  to  New  York, 
54  cases  to  Amsterdam,  and  8  cases  to  Kotterdam.  From  July  1 
to  November  30  exports  have  been  : — 

1900  1899  1898 

Cases    ...    1,193  695  614 

Sacchabin. — OfviDgto  the  tax  of  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  on  sac- 
charin the  Saccharin  Corporation  have  issued  a  revised  scale 
of  prices,  and  now  quote  550  strength  in  1-cwt.  quantities  at 
50s.,  450  strength  45s.,  and  330  strength  at  41s  6d.  per  lb., 
inclusive  of  tax.  Contracts  are  subject  to  any  revision  that 
may  take  place  in  the  tax. 

Saffron  is  ia  steady  demand,  at  27s.  per  lb.,  net,  for 
Valencia  of  B.P.  quality. 

Shellac  has  been  in  better  demand  this  week,  and  fair 
spot-sales  have  been  made  in  second  orange  at  full  rates. 
For  arrival  some  1,500  cases  TN  have  been  sold  at  59s.  Qd. 
for  May  delivery,  and  61s.  Qd.  for  August. 

Spices. — The  speculative  purchases  of  Jamaica  ginger 
were  continued  at  this  week's  auctions,  raising  the  price  still 
farther,  but  other  spices  have  remained  slow  without  change 
in  value.     On  Wednesday  very  little  Cochin  Ginger  was 
jffered,  and  only  some  common  small  limed  cut  sold  at  40s. 
per  cwt.,  the  remainder  being  bought  in  at  10s.  for  good 
medium  and  small  cut,  at  40s.  for  small  washed  rough,  and 
at  35s.  for  small  dull  rough  Calicut.    A  large  quantity  of 
Jamaica  was  catalogued,  and  sold  with  good  competition  at 
about  2s  to  4s.  per  cwt.  above  last  week's  prices ;  common 
to  ordinary  at  39s.  to  46s.  Qd. ;  middling  to  fair  washed  at 
49s.  to  57s.  Qd. ;  and  good  to  fine  at  58s.  Qd.  to  71s.  per  cwt. 
St.  Lucia  sold  at  36s.  per  cwt.  for  small  washed.  Green 
West  India  brought  40s.  per  cwt.    Penang  Cloves  were 
bought  in  at  3d.  per  lb.  for  good,  and  at  Qd.  for  ordinary. 
A  small  business  has  been  done  in  Zanzibar  for  June- August 
deliveiy  at  4^d.  per  lb.    Pimento  quiet ;  only  one  lot  sold, 
fair  clean  at  2\d.  per  lb.,  2\d.  being  refused  for  ordinary 
greyish.    Capsicums  slow  ;  shrivelled  cherries  partly  sold  at 
25s.  per  cwt.,  and  fine  bold  long  red  on  stalk  at  30s.  per  cwt. 
Cassia-lignea  sold  without  reserve  at  42s.  Qd.  to  44s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  for  dark  selected.  Japan  Cassia-bark  was  bought  in 
at  22s.  per  cwt.,  and  Cinnamon- chips  at  3\d.  per  lb.  Pepper 
steady,  but  quiet ;  good  Ceylon  black  sold  at  Qd.  per 
lb. ;  Alleppy  and  Malabar  were  bought  in  at  Qd.  to  Q\d. 
Singapore  is  still  quoted  Qj^d.  on  the  spot,  and  G^d.  for 
arrival.    Fine  Ceylon  white  sold  at  9§<Z.  to  9%d  per  lb.,  but, 
all  the  parcels  of  Singapore  were  buught  in  at  9§<2.  for 
ordinary,  at  10^d.  for  good,  and  at  ll%d.  for  fine.  Sales 
of  Penang  have  been  made  privately  at  3^d.  to  8%d.  per  lb. 
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Thymol. — Makers'  price  for  prompt  delivery  is  still  17*. 
per  lb.,  but  for  later  delivery  10s.  to  10s.  Qd.,  c.i.f  ,  is  quoted. 

Tragacanth. — In  the  lower  quantities  of  Persian  a  fair 
business  has  been  done  at  easier  rates.  The  large  stock  on 
this  market  will  shortly  be  increased  by  further  consignments 
near  at  hand,  and  prices  generally  tend  downwards. 


London  Drug- actions. 

There  was  a  dull  tone  at  the  auctions  to-day,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  goods  passed  the  hammer  unsold.  Asafetida  proved 
an  interesting  sale,  and  there  was  a  spirited  competition  for 
some  of  the  finer  lots  which  resulted  in  a  substantial  ad- 
vance. Fine  cardamoms  were  neglected,  but  medium  and 
lower  qualities  were  dearer.  Sumatra  benzoin  was  in  good 
demand  at  irregular  but  easier  rates.  Kio  ipecac,  sold  well 
at  firm  rate?,  but  Cartagena  was  easier.  Buchu-leaves  offered 
freely,  but  the  catalogues  were  all  cleared  at  unchanged 
prices  to  firmer  f^r  yellowish  leaf.  Skin  aloes  sold  at 
valuations,  but  Socotrine  and  Cape  were  neglected.  Large 
quantities  of  new  Jamaica  honey  were  offered,  and  sold  with 
fair  competition  at  easier  rates.  A  few  parcels  of  wormy 
rhubarb  were  forced  off  at  low  prices.  The  following  table 
shows  packages  of  goods  offered  and  sold  publicly  : — 


Offered  Sold 

Aconite  (Jap.)            10  ...  0 

Ajowan-seed             50  ...  0 

Albumen                     9  ...  0 

Aloes — 

Cape                      15  ...  1 

Curacao                 35  ...  18 

Socotrine                 69  ...  0 

Zanzibar                 98  ...  16 

Ambergris                  6  ...  3 

Ammoniacum             72  ...  12 

Anise                     116  ...  30 

Annatto-seed            103  ...  6 

Antimony                  30  ...  0 

Areca-nuta               109  ...  0 

Asafetida                 680  ...  447 

Asphaltum                 36  ...  0 

Bael- fruit ...               10  ...  0 

Balsam  copaiba  ...    16  ...  16 

Peru                      4  ...  0 

Tolu                      92  ...  43 

Be  azoin — 

Paltmbang             98  ...  0 

Siam                      21  ...  0 

Sumttra                2C8  ...  82 

Buchu                       40  ...  40 

Calumba                  478  ...  100 

Camphor  (refined)      13  ...  0 

Cannabis  indica  ...    11  ...  0 

Cantharides                7  ...  0 

Canellaalba               10  ...  0 

Cardamoms              555  ...  309 

Cassia  fistula              13  ...  13 

Chiretta                   74  ...  2 

Cinchona                   98  ...  8 

Civet                          2  ...  0 

Coca-leaves                 19  ...  14 

Cocculus  indicus  ...  148  ...  4 

Cochineal                   2  ...  0 

Colocynth                  43  ...  0 

Condurango                10  ...  0 

Crotonseed                68  ...  12 

Cubebs                      65  ...  0 

Cumin-seed                50  ...  0 

Cus  Cus                      6  ...  0 

Cuttle-fish                 73  ...  11 

Dandelion                 24  ...  0 

Divi  Divi                 304  ...  0 

Dragon's-blood          21  ...  0 

Ergot                        4  ...  1 

Galangal                    48  ...  0 

Galbanum                 10  ...  0 

Galls                        112  ...  21 

Gamboge                    10  ...  2 

Gentian                      10  ...  0 

Ginger                       11  ...  11 

Guaiaoum                  8  ...  0 

Guarana                     2  ...  0 

Gum  acacia                38  ...  1 

Honey  (Australian)    25  ...  0 

Jamaica               490  ...  408 

Insect-powder             8  ...  0 


Offered  Sold 

Ipecacuanha — 

(Cartagena)   63  ...  14 

(Rio)    38  ...  23 

Jalap   29  ...  4 

K a, mala   8  ...  0 

Kino    23  ...  0 

Kola    28  ...  '  4 

Lavender  flowers ...  2  ...  0 

Lime-juice    12  ...  0 

Liquorice-juice   20  ...  0 

root   121  ...  0 

Mastich   3  ...  0 

Matico    12  ...  0 

Menthol   2  ...  0 

Morphine  100  oz.  ...  0 

Musk   10  ...  0 

Myrrh    75  ...  20 

Nux  vomica   152  ...  0 

Oil,  bergamot    2  ...  0 

cajuput    51  ...  0 

camphor    56  ...  0 

cinnamon    11  ...  0 

citronella    3  ...  0 

cocoanut    1  ...  0 

eucalyptus    68  ...  0 

lemon   17  ...  2 

lemon-grass    8  ...  5 

lime    14  ...  4 

nutmeg   5  ...  0 

patchouli    2  ...  0 

peppermint   18  ...  0 

rose  (E.I.)   23  ...  0 

sassafras    2  ...  0 

Ohbanum   16  ...  0 

Opium    6  ...  0 

Orange-peel   67  ...  20 

Orris   59  ...  0 

Patchouli-leaves...  45  ...  0 

Puree  ...  1  ...  1 

Quince-seed   3  ...  0 

Kbatany    15  ...  0 

Rhubarb    228  ...  31 

Safflower-seeds   ...  2  ...  0 

Saffron    13  ...  11 

Sarsaparilla   1C0  ...  29 

Scammonium    16  ...  0 

Scammony-root  ...  56  ...  0 

Senna,  Alexandrian  93  ...  3 

Mecca              ...  26  ...  0 

Tinnevelly    263  ...  121 

Squills   17  ...  0 

Storax    5  ...  0 

Strophantus    19  ...  0 

Tamarinds    165  ...  0 

Tonka-beans   11  ...  1 

Tragacanth    32  ...  1 

Turmeric    195  ...  28 

Turtle,  dried    4  ...  0 

Vermilion   15  ...  1 

Wax  (bees', — 

Australian   11  ...  1 


Offered  Sold 

Wax  (bees')  — 

Benguela                 3  ...  3 

Californian              11  ...  0 

Cuban                      5  ...  5 

East  Indian            85  ...  1 

Italian                   10  ...  0 

J amaica                 35  ...  0 

Madagascar          312  ...  100 


Offered  Sold 

Wax  (bees')  — 

Morocco    32  ...  1 

Mozambique   56  ...  17 

Nyassaland    3  ...  0 

Spanish   15  ...  0 

Syrian    3  ...  3 

Zanzibar    88  ...  35 

Wax  (Japan)    5  ...  0 


Albumen. — Of  3  parcels  offered  one  of  2  cases  sold  at 
lOd.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — The  demand  to-day  was  chiefly  for  Zatz'bar 
hepatic  in  skins,  of  which  14  cases  of  very  fair  quality  sold 
at  65s  per  cwt.  for  the  hard,  and  from  45s.  to  51s  for  more 
or  less  softish.  Of  another  parcel  of  7  cases  in  skins2sjldat 
67s  Qd.  for  hard,  the  remainder  being  soft.  No  Cape  aloss 
sold,  fair  seconds  being  held  for  27s.;  a  case  of  s  veepingr; 
sold  at  17s.  Eighteen  boxes  of  Curacao  aloes  in  boxes  sold 
at  20s.  to  24s.,  without  reserve,  for  coarse  livery  to  dull. 

Ambergris. — A  tin  of  fine  grey  sold  at  97s.  Qd.  per  oz., 
and  a  ton  of  common  at  25s.,  subject. 

Anise.— Fourteen  bags  Russian  sold  at  15s.  per  cwt, 
<;  without  reserve,"  and  16  bags  ditto  at  17s.  Qd. 

Annatto. — Fair  seed  from  St.  Lucia  sold  at  2\d.  per  lb. 

Asafetida. — A  new  arrival  of  505  packages  from  Buudtr 
Abbas  was  offered  to-day,  and  practically  the  whole  of  it 
sold  at  considerably  advanced  rates  where  quality  was 
exceptionally  fine.  For  heavy  block  with  a  good  proportion 
of  pinky  almondy  gum  Ql.  7s.  Qd.  to  Ql.  17s.  Qd  was  paid  ; 
good  block,  mainly  loose  tears,  51.  to  51.  12s.  Qd. ;  almondy 
block,  pinky,  some  loose,  82s.  Qd.  to  90s.,  and  very  much 
made  up,  72s.  Qd.  to  75s. ;  brownish  almondy  block,  60s.  to 
77s.  Qd.,  and  unsightly  ditto,  47s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba  — Thirteen  tins  of  thin  pale  cloudy  to 
dark  balsam  from  Bahia  sold  at  1*.  9d.  per  lb.,  and  2  cases  of 
thick  cloudy  from  Cartagena  sold  at  Is.  Id. 

Balsam  Tolu  sold  at  unchanged  rates  ;  fair  hard  baLarn 
in  large  tins  brought  Is.,  and  slightly  drossy  ditto  10|^.  and 
11  \d.,  subject. 

Benzoin — Sumatra  was  well  representor!,  and  there  was 
a  good  demand  for  it  at  slightly  easier  prices.  Good 
seconds,  well  packed  with  small  to  medium  almonds,  sold  at 
81.  to  81.  12s  Qd.,  fair  seconds  at  from  Ql.  to  Ql.  15s ,  and 
ordinary  seconds,  badly  packed  with  small  almonds, 
5^.  2s.  Qd.  to  51.  17s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Palembang  was  represented 
by  3  parcels,  which  were  bought  in,  fair  glassy  seconds  being 
held  at  from  50s.  to  52s.  Qd.  A  parcel  of  9  cases  Siam  of 
small  to  medium  loose  almonds  was  held  for  17^.  per  cwt. 

Buchu. — In  good  demand  for  the  United  States  at  very 
firm  prices  for  green,  and  a  trifle  firmer  for  yellowish.  A 
string  of  21  bales,  all  fair  to  good  green  round  leaf  sold  at 
Is.  Id.  tD  Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  another  lot  of  19  bale-%  not 
quite  so  green,  were  readily  disposed  of  at  from  10\d .  for 
stalky  and  yellowish,  to  Is.  Id.  for  fair  greenish. 

Calumba. — Ordinary  brown  natural  sorts  sold  at  16s.  to 
18s.,  dark  tongue  12s.  1  o  12s.  6^.,  and  for  20  bags  of  similar 
quality  13s.  was  paid  without  reserve. 

Cannabis  Indica.— Two  shillings  per  lb  was  wanted  for 
fair  small  greenish  tops. 

Cardamoms. — Fine  qualities  were  dull  of  sale,  3s  Id. 
being  refused  for  extra  bold  pale,  which  were  valued  at  4s.  ; 
medium  and  lower  qualities  were  dearer,  however.  The 
following  prices  were  paid  :— Ceylon-Mysore :  Fine  bold  pale 
(1  case),  3s.  Qd. ;  medium  to  bold  pale,  2s.  lie?,  to  3s.  3d. ; 
medium  palish,  2s.  Qd.  to  2s.  8d.  ;  medium  long  brownish, 
2s.  5d. ;  small  and  medium  pale,  Is.  9^.  to  2s.  2d.  ;  small 
palish,  Is.  Id.  to  is.  10d ;  small  specky,  is.  8d. ;  good  splits, 
Is.  4^.  to  Is.  5d.  ;  brown  pickings,  Is.  Hd.  to  Is.  5d. ;  very 
small  shelly,  Is.  Id. ;  dull  greenish  to  pale,  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  2d. 
Ceylon-Malabar :  Good  bold  palish,  2s.  ;  small  ditto,  Is.  4d.  ; 
and  ordinary  pickings,  Is.  <\d.  Seeds  were  in  demand,  and 
practically  all  sold,  at  from  Is.  10<Z.  to  2s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Cassia  Fistula  —Good  long  pod  sold  readily  at  26/.  per 
cwt. 

Coca-leaves. — Fourteen  cases  of  fair  green  Ceylon  leaves 
sold  at  Is  ,  and  small  dark  at  7£d.  to  8d.  per  lb. 
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Croton-seeds  were  catalogued  by  four  brokers,  but  only 
one  lot  of  32  bags  partly  sold  at  25s.  for  fair  Ceylon. 

Cuttlefish-bone.  —  Small  broken  bone  from  Manila 
realised  Z\d.  per  lb. 

Ergot.— A.  bag  of  Spanish  sold  at  2s.  Zd.  Privately  small 
sales  of  Russian  have  been  made  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  spot,  and 
for  shipment  business  has  been  done  at  Is.  lid.,  c.i.f. 

Gamboge. — Remains  scarce  privately.  Of  11  cases  offered 
2,  consisting  of  fair  to  good  pickings,  sold  at  from  8/.  15s. 
to  91.  15s.  per  cwt. ;  good  unsorted  Siam  pipe  was  bought  in 
at  111. 

Gum  Ammoniacum — Three  cases  of  dark  seedy  blocky 
sold  without  reserve,  at  5s.  per  cwt.,  and  for  4  cases  of  pale 
almondy  partly  blocky  42s.  Qd.  was  paid. 

Honey. — Jamaica  was  in  la'ge  supply,  and  sold  at  slightly 
easier  rate*.  Pale  orange  syrupy,  26*.  to  30s. ;  palish  to 
brown  s-it,  22s.  to  25s  ;  pale  to  dark  red  syrupy,  21s.  Qd.  to 
26s.  Qd  ;  very  dark,  17s.  to  18s.  ;  and  mixed  colours  19s.  Qd. 
to  21s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  few  days  previous  to  the  auctions 
several  parcels  of  Rio  changed  hands  at  from  12s.  Zd.  to 
12s.  4rf.  per  lb.,  and  in  auction  to-day  these  prices  were 
maintained,  ordinary  to  fair  root  selling  at  these  figures; 
but  for  good  bold  12s.  Qd.  was  wanted.  Cartagena  was 
neglected  and  easier.  Of  9  packages  Cartagena  offered  in 
one  catalogue,  4  sold  at  6s.  10^.  to  7s.  for  fair  to  good  stout. 
Another  parcel  of  12  bags  was  limited  at  from  7s  to  7s.  3d. 
per  lb  ,  and  8  bags  sold  without  reserve  at  from  6s.  to  6s.  3d. 
per  lb. 

Jalap.— For  small  to  medium  Vera  Cruz  tuber,  part 
heavy,  6%d.  was  paid ;  for  a  mixed  lot  of  20  bales  Id.  was 
wanted. 

Kola. — Four  bags  of  bold  washed  West  Indian  realised 
4|d  per  lb. 

Menthol. — No  business  in  auction.  Privately  the  market 
is  quiet,  with  small  sales  of  Kobayashi  brand  at  13s.  3d.  per 
lb.,  spot,  and  prime  white  crystals  13s. 

Myrrh. — Slow  of  sale  in  auction.  Sixteen  bags  of  medium 
to  bold  palish  sorts  sold  a*  65s.  per  cwt.  subject,  two  cases 
of  ordinary  dark  sorts  at  48s.,  and  two  cases  sittings  at  40s. 

Oil,  Lime — A  few  cases  of  West  Indian  distilled  sold  at 
Is.  9d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Peppermint — No  business  in  auction.  Privately 
dementboli-ed  Japanese  is  quoted  3s.  Qd.  to  3s.  9d  ,  spot,  but 
the  c.i.f.  price  is  a  shade  easier  at  3s.  Zd.  to  3s.  3d. 

Orange-peel. — Sixteen  bags  of  Maltese  ringlets  sold  at 
1^.  to  lf<£.  per  lb.,  and  for  2  cases  of  fine  bright  strip  from 
Tripoli  Qd.  wa9  paid. 

Puree. — One  box  offered  and  sold  at  5s.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — A  few  forced  sales  were  made  at  easier  rates. 
Six  cases  of  good  common  rcund  rough,  half  pinky  and  half 
dark  fracture,  sold  at  Qd.,  and  3  cases  from  another  catalogue 
at  Id.  For3  cases  of  fine  bold  flat  Shensi,  a  little  rough,  seven- 
eighths  pinky  fracture,  a  bid  of  2s.  is  to  be  submitted.  A 
parcel  of  8  cases  low  Shensi,  more  or  less  wormy,  sold  with- 
out reserve  at  from  Z\d.  to  8\d.  per  lb.  for  round  and  flat, 
the  outside  figure  being  paid  for  a  case  of  small  with  half 
grey  and  half  dark  fracture.  Another  lot  of  2  cases  high- 
dried  also  sold  without  reserve  at  Q\d.  for  wormy  flat,  with 
three-quarters  pinky  and  quarter  grey  fracture  and  2  cases 
wormy  Canton  pickings  at  3\d.  per  lb.  ;  dull  Shensi  pickings 
sold  at  Id.  to  1\&.  ;  flat  high-dried  three-quarters  pinky  and 
quarter  grey  fracture,  l\d. ;  and  round  Canton,  all  sizes,  grey 
and  dark  fracture,  Q\d.  per  lb. — all  without  reserve. 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica  was  in  small  supply,  but 
no  business  was  done  publicly,  Is.  4d.  being  refused  ;  the 
native  Jamaica  offered  was  sold  at  from  Q\d.  to  8hd.  per  lb. 
for  country  damaged.  Eighteen  bales  of  Lima-Jamaicas 
sold  at  ll^d.  to  Is.  Id.  for  country  damaged. 

Senna. — There  was  a  poor  assortment  of  Tinnevelly  leaf 
on  show,  but  the  bulk  of  it  was  cleared  at  previous  prices, 
from  \d.  up  to  Zd.  per  lb.  being  for  common  and  low  speckly 
to  ordinary  and  medium  greenish  leaf.  A  few  bales  of 
medium  to  bold  green  leaf  realised  4f  to  bcl.  Fair  pods 
sold  at  4gd.  to  bd  ,  and  for  Alexandrian  pods,  with  stalks, 
Qd.  was  paid  ;  privately,  pods  are  much  wanted. 


Tonka  Beans. — Slow  of  sale.  Of  7  casks  Angostura 
offered  from  one  catalogue,  1  sold  at  2s  Qd.  for  fair  frosted. 
Another  4  casks  of  good  frosted  were  held  for  3s. 

Turmeric. — A  parcel  of  bulb  from  Bombay  brought  20s. 
per  cwt. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  sold  at  the  high  level  of  prices 
paid  at  the  previous  auction,  fine  pale  lemony  to  dark  red 
and  brown  selling  at  from  81.  10s.  to  91.  Zanzibar,  ordinary  to 
fair  brown  block,  6^.  5s.,  subject  to  Ql  15s.,  rolls  of  mixed 
colours  11.  to  11.  2s  Qd.  Of  312  packages  Madagascar  offered, 
about  100  sold  at  from  6/.  10s.  to  11  5s  ,  according  to  quality. 
Three  bags  of  Benguela  brought  Ql.  15s.  A  package  of 
Australian  sold  at  11.  10s ,  and  Mogador  at  Ql.  15s.  per  cwt. 
Syrian,  11.  2s.  Qd. 


Junior  Pharmacy  Ball. 

The  twentieth  junior  pharmacy  ball  was  held  at  the  Port- 
man  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  on  April  18.  A  company  of 
200  assembled,  including  many  well  known  faces  in  the 
wholesale  trade.  The  M.C.'s,  according  to  the  programme, 
were  Messrs.  T.  C.  and  C.  W.  Martin,  but  Mr.  Tom  Martin 
was  unable  to  be  present,  and  Mr.  Cassie  took  his  place.  Mr. 
Mortlake  Mann  provided  an  excellent  orchestra  and  selection 
of  music,  and  dancing  was  carried  on  with  enjoyment  and 
hilarity  till  an  early  hour  on  Friday  morning.  The 
"  Juniors "  scored  another  success  socially,  and,  we  are 
almost  certain,  financially. 

Leicester  Chemists'  Social  Union. 

The  annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  this  Union  took  place 
at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Leicester,  on  April  18,  Mr.  J.  A.  Butler  in 
the  chair,  the  President  (Mr.  Cleaver)  being  unable  to  be 
present  through  illness.  The  attendance  of  chemists  was  the 
largest  on  record,  the  notable  visitor  b=dng  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
J  ines.  The  loyal  tsasts  were  duly  honoured,  and  were 
followed  by  "  The  Local  Association,"  "  The  President  and 
Chairman,"  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  and  "The 
P.AT.A,"  On  rising  to  respond  for  the  latter  toast  Mr. 
Glyn- Jones  received  an  ovation.  A  capital  programme  of 
music  was  provided  and  thoroughly  enjoyed. 


Magnesia  Ponderosa. 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  four 
chemists — John  Brown,  86  Queen's  Road,  Peckham  ;  H.  F. 
Rogers,  Rye  Lane,  Peckham ;  C.  C.  J.  Bunker,  Stuart  Road, 
Peckham ;  and  H.  Sewell,  trading  as  Wheelhouse's  Pure  Drug 
Company,  739  Old  Kent  Road — were  summoned  under  the  sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  selling  magnesia  ponderosa,  which 
was  certified  by  Dr.  Teed,  the  Camberwell  analyst,  to  contain 
100  per  cent,  of  hydrated  carbonate  of  magnesia.  The  cases 
were  adjourned  for  a  week,  but  the  principal  points  brought  out 
by  Mr.  Beck,  who  appeared  (undei  the  agis  of  the  CD. A.)  for  the 
first  three  defendants,  were  that  the  doctor  who  wrote  the  pre- 
scription, by  means  of  which  the  magnesia  was  supplied,  had 
given  Mr.  Bunker's  manager  permission  to  use  the  heavy  car- 
bonate when  he  prescribed  magnesia  ponderosa,  and  that  the 
carbonate  was  invariably  intended  when  written  by  physicians. 
In  Rogers's  case,  Mr.  Beck  elicited  that  the  sample  was  plainly 
labelled,  "  Heavy  carbonate  of  magnesia,"  and  the  inspector's 
assistant  saw  the  label  before  purchasing  the  sample.  In  the 
fourth  case  defendant  had  written  to  the  inspector  stating  that  lie 
had  recently  taken  over  the  business,  and  supplied  the  carbonate 
in  place  of  the  calcined  in  error.  This  put  the  Magistrate  on  the 
alert,  "  Oh,  then  this  defendant  admits  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  the  carbonate  and  the  calcined."  The  solicitor  in  this 
case  was  Mr.  Arthur  Kent,  who  cross-examined  Dr.  Teed's  assist- 
ant (Mr.  E.  Pinchin,  B.Sc.)  very  closely  regarding  the  analysis. 
So  persistent  was  he  that  the  Magistrate  ultimately  showed  some 
indignation  at  the  suggestion  that  the  certificate  had  been  dis- 
honestly obtained. 


Rowley  Chemists  Fined. — On  Wednesday,  April  24,  at  Old 
Hill  Police  Court,  Elijah  Gearson,  chemist,  High  Street,  Black- 
heath,  was  fined  21.  12s.  for  neglecting  to  produce  a  weighing- 
instrument  when  requested  by  an  inspector,  and  also  ior  having 
in  his  possession  dispensing-scales  which  were  unstamped. — 
Elijah  Woaldridge,  chemist,  of  High  Street,  Cradley  Heath,  was 
summoned  for  having  some  dispensing-scales  and  another  pair  of 
scales  in  his  possession  which  were  unstamped,  and  also  a  pair 
of  scales  which  were  false.    He  was  fined  21. 18s, 
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THE  makers  of  methylated  spirit  in  this  country  have  j  list 
been  increased  in  number  to  thirty  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  granting  a  licence  to  Messrs.  Randall  &  Son, 
manufacturing  pharmaceutical  chemists,  Southampton,  who 


thus  become  practically  the  only  linn  of  wholesale  diuggists 
in  England  who  manufacture  methylated  spirit.  The  ven- 
ture has,  we  understand,  been  inaugurated  by  Mr.  H.  Wilson, 
F.I C,  F.C.S.,  the  firm's  energetic  acting  partner,  who  since 
his  migration  from  Manchester  has  been  quick  to  appreciate 
the  significance  of  the  growth  of  Southampton  as  a  trading 
port,  and  the  demands  of  the  surrounding  country. 

The  firm  are  well  placed  for  commencing  the  manufacture 
of  methylated  spirit,  because  some  years  ago  they  acquired 
by  purchase  a  substantial  old  chapel  on  Lansdowne  Hill, 
built  of  Portland  stone.    This  they  have  been  using  as  a 
store.    To  provide  accommodation  for  methylating  without 
decreasing  the  storage- space,  the  galleries  of  the  chapel  have 
been  removed  from  the  building  and  a  floor  constructed, 
with  iron  pillars  and  steel  girders  as  the  support  for 
powerful  concrete  arches,  over  which  a  fine  asphalt  floor  has 
been  laid.    The  space  thus  secured  measures  67  feet  long  by 
37  feet  broad  and  14  feet  high ;  and  it  is  splendidly  lighted 
from  all  sides.    The  whole  floor  is  divided  into  three  rooms, 
the  largest  of  which  are  used  for  the  mixing  and  the  smallest 
one  for  storage.    It  is  strong  enough  to  support  380  tons. 
Access  to  the  floor,  so  far  as  the  introduction  of  spirit  and 
the  methylating-materials  are  concerned,  is  obtained  from 
Lansdowne  Hill,  where  the  entrance  to  the  building  was 
situated;  in  the  old  dajs  when  the  Rev.  James  Crabb  was 
pastor  of  the  Zion  Hall  congregation.    Here  Messrs.  Randall 
&  Son  have  placed  a  powerful  hoist  for  raising  and  lowering 
bands  of  spirit.    For  the  workmen  and  Excise  authorities 
a  staircase  is  provided  at  the  end  of  the  building  behind  the 
firm's  laboratories,  but,  agreeably  to  Excise  instructions, 
privacy  and  isolation  are  notable  features  of  the  department. 
Indeed,  we  were  surprised  in  our  conversation,  when  we  paid 
a  visit  of  inspection  to  Southampton,  to  learn  from  Mr. 
Wilson  how  extremely  painstaking  are  the  Excise  in  the 
protection  of  the  revenue  :  the  things  that  they  say  and  the 
things  that  they  do  almost  amount  to  prohibition  of  enteiing 
upon  the  methylation  of  spirit  as  a  business.    There  are 
scores  of  little  details  which  have  to  be  attended  to  and 
which  are  not  all  for  guarding  the  revenue.    Every  ounce 
of  rectified  spirit  that  enters  the  place  is  rigidly  checked 
and  recorded  and  followed  to  its  destination  after  methyla- 
tion.   Every  stage  in  the  process  of  mixing  is  done  under 
the  official  eye. 

Messrs.  Randall  k  Son  intend  to  manufacture  un-mineralised 
as  well  as  the  ordinary  methylated  spirit.  For  the  mixing - 
process  they  have  installed  gigantic  wood  vats.    These  vats 


are  situated  in  mixing-rooms  (the  mineralised    and  un- 
mineralised  spirits  are  kept  separate),  and  are  provided  with 
mixing-apparatus.    Measures  and  large  beam-scales  (which 
weigh  half  a  ton,  and  turn  with  a  fraction  of  a  scruple)  have 
to  be  provided  and  approved  by  the  Excise  officer,  in  order 
that  the  proper  quantities  of  spirit,  wood  naphtha,  and 
mineral  naphtha  may  be  ensured.    The  mixing-rooms  are 
kept  under  lock  and  key,  the  officers  having  one  set,  and 
Messrs.  Randall  &  Son  another.  Repre- 
sentatives from  Somerset  House  may  at 
any  time  obtain  access  to  the  premises, 
and  they  are  present  at  every  mixing- 
operation.   From  the  manufacturer's  point 
of  view,  the  two  most  important  elements 
in  spirit-methylation  are  (1)  the  preven- 
tion of  evaporation  or  loss  of  spirit  by  other 
means,  and  (2)  ventilation  so  as  to  ensure 
the  safety  of  the  premises.     To  attain 
these  ends  Messrs.  Randall  &  Son  have 
had  excellent  assistance  from  Messrs. 
Lemon  &  Blizard,  the  architects  who  have 
designed  the  alterations.     We  observed 
that  no  artificial  light  whatever  is  per- 
mitted on  the  premises,  all  the  work  in  the 
department  being  done  during  daylight. 
Our  visit  also  revealed  the  fact  that,  since 
we  last  described  Messrs.  Randall  &  Son's 
warehouse  and  laboratories,  the  basement 
under  the  High  Street  premises  has  been 
extended  to  give  further  space  for  the 
wholesa'e  "  wets,"  so  that   the  second 
century  of  the  firm's  existence  has  been 
inaugurated  with  vigour  ;  and  we  dare- 
say other  wholesalers  will  watch  with 
interest  the  growth  of  the  new  venture 
in  methjlitting  duty-free  spirit. 


fIDarrlaoes. 


Permewax— Muspratj.— On  April  17,  at  the  Parish 
Church,  Sefton,  by  the  Rev.  R.  F.  G.  Smithwick,  M.A.,  Vicar 
of  Seaforth,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Armour,  D.D., 
William  Permewan,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  of  7  Rodney  Street, 
Liverpool,  to  Stella,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Edmund 
Knowles  Muspratt,  FLO,  F.C.S.,  of  Seaforth  Hall,  near 
Liverpool. 

Senior — Boothroyd. — On  April  11,  at  St.  Mary's  Church, 
Doncaster,  William  Senior,  of  Senior  Brothers,  chemists,  &c, 
Holsworthy,  to  Annie  Boothroyd,  of  Doncaster. 

Senior— Mason.— On  April  18,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Bawkhill, 
brother-in-law  of  the  bride,  George  Senior,  chemist,  Hols- 
worthy, to  Susie  Mason,  of  Staddon,  near  Holsworthy. 

Taylor— Christy.— On  April  20,  at  St.  Mary's,  Bedding- 
ton,  Surrey,  by  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Hodgson,  M.A.,  Robert 
Grosvenor,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  Seth  Taylor,  of  Granard, 
Putney  Park  Lane,  S.W.,  to  Mabel  Beatrice,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Christy,  F.L.S.,  of  the  Manor  House, 
Wellington,  Surrey. 


Cornely. — On  April  5,  Mr.  Joseph  Coles  Corneby,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Kingsclere,  Hants.    Aged  81. 

Forth.— At  Cheltenham,  on  April  11,  Mr.  William  Forth, 
pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  67. 

Walker. — At  Kirkdale,  Liverpool,  on  April  8,  Mr.  John 
Walker,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  64. 


Chance. — The  late  Mr.  Henry  Chance's  estate  has  been  valued 
at  48,696/.  gross  and  46,186Z.  net.  The  testator  bequeathed  to  his 
sister-in-law,  Constance  Bennett,  a  life  annuity  of  407.,  to  nephews 
and  nieces  100/.  each  ;  he  distributed  his  shares  in  Chance  & 
Hunt  (Limited],  W.  Hunt  ifc  Suns  (Limited),  Chance  Brothers  it 
Co.  (Limited),  and  the  Oldbury  Alkali  Company  amongat  his 
children,  and  he  left  the  residuary  estate  in  trust  for  his  son  and 
three  daughters. 
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Alkali-works  Regulation  Bill. 

A  Bill  was  presented  by  Lord  Kenyon,  and  read  a  first  time' 
in  the  House  of  Lords  on  April  22,  "  to  amend  the  Alkali, 
&c,  Works  Regulation  Act,  1831." 

Tbade-maeks  Bill. 

Although  this  Bill  of  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton's  was  down  for 
second  reading  on  Tuesday,  it  was  not  reached.  The  Bill  is 
not  yet  printed,  but,  as  previously  explained,  it  is  intended 
to  remedy  some  of  the  abuses  which  have  pressed  rather 
heavily  on  trade  and  commerce,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
refusal  of  words  for  registration  on  purely  technical  grounds. 

The  Petroleum  Bill. 

This  Bill,  which  has  for  its  object  the  legalisation  of 
further  restrictions  regarding  the  sale,  storage,  and  carriage 
of  petroleum,  has  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  backed  by  Mr.  Ure,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Trevelyan, 
and  others.  The  chief  proposition  of  the  Bill,  however,  is  to 
restore  the  test  of  the  100°  fLish-point  for  adoption,  instead  of 
the  present  test. 

The  Poisons  Bill, 
prepared  by  Mr.  Dobbs,  will  shortly  be  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  says  the  Times.  It  makes  it  lawful  for  all  dealers 
to  sell  poisons  and  poisonous  compounds  where  the  same  are 
ejQ ployed  for  agricultural,  horticultural,  disinfecting,  or  other 
trade  or  technical  purposes,  under  certain  restrictions, 
among  which  are  that  the  person  or  firm  selling  shall  be 
registered  and  shall  pay  certain  duties;  that  such  poisons 
shall  not  be  sold  for  therapeutic  or  medicinal  use,  or  for  the 
preparation  of  medicines  ;  that  they  shall  be  sold  only  in 
closed  vessels  or  packages,  and,  where  the  seller  is  not  the 
manufacturer,  in  the  original  packages  as  received  from  the 
manufacturer  without  breaking  bulk.  It  is  contended  that 
the  framers  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  never  contemplated 
conferring  a  monopoly  in  favour  of  the  pharmacist  of  the 
sole  right  to  retail  such  articles  as  those  above  mentioned. 

Explosives  Committee's  Patents. 

Mr.  W.  Redmond,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  22, 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  was  aware  that 
two  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Explosives  were 
taking  out  patents  in  their  own  name  for  improvements  in 
detonators  and  nitro-explosives  for  artillery,  and  whether 
that  action  was  consistent  with  their  position  as  members  of 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Brodrick  replied  that  Sir  Wm.  Roberts- Austen  and  Sir 
Wm.  Crookes  had  taken  out  patents  with  his  authority  on 
specifications  prepared  by  the  War  Office  expert,  which  were 
assigned  to  the  Secretary  for  War  These  gentlemen  having, 
in  the  course  of  the  investigations  of  the  Committee,  made 
certain  discoveries,  placed  them  at  the  disposal  of  his 
Majesty's  Government  unreservedly,  and  it  had  been 
arranged  to  keep  the  subject-matters  secret.  Neither  gentle- 
man received  any  payment  for  the  discoveries  nor  made  any 
personal  profit  out  of  them.  The  only  reason  why  the  patents 
are  taken  out  is  that  the  Committee  may  not  be  debarred  by 
some  subsequent  inventor  from  making  use  of  their  own 
results. 

The  Budget. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach),  in 
placing  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  April  18  the  annual  statement  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  country,  gave  a  forcible  and  lucid 
exposition  of  that  department  of  high  finance  in  which 
the  Committee  and  the  country  generally  were  for  the 
moment  so  deeply  interested,  and  of  the  means  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  adopi  in  extra  taxation  to  meet  the  defi- 
ciency caused  chiefly  by  expenditure  on  the  war  in  South 
Africa  The  imposition  of  a  maximum  duty  on  refined  sugar 
of  4s.  2d.  per  cwt ,  an  extra  2d.  in  the  pound  on  the  income-tax, 
and  an  export-duty  of  Is.  per  ton  on  coal  created  surprise  and 
some  consternation,  but  the  Chancellor  made  his  points 
well  and  scored,  but  with  narro.v  majorities.  The  result,  he 
said  of  his  exaoainat.oj  of  the 


REVENUE  FROM  SPIRITS 

in  the  course  of  the  past  year,  coupled  with  the  experience 
of  1894,  is  that  the  profitable  taxation  of  spirits  has  reached 
its  limit.  Criticising  many  suggestions,  especially  the 
theory  of  Sir  H.  Vincent  to  impose  a  Customs-duty  on  one 
hundred  million  pounds'  worth  of  manufactured  imported 
goods,  the  Chancellor  said  that  the  finished  product  of  one 
industry  is  very  often  but  the  raw  material  of  another,  and 
he  believes  that  the  removal  from  our  tariff -list  of  the  scores 
and  hundreds  of  articles  which  were  upon  that  list  before 
the  middle  of  last  century  was  even  a  greater  boon  to  the 
working-classes  of  this  country  than  free  trade  in  corn  or 
anything  else  that  was  given  to  them.  He  believes  it  opened 
up  the  industries  of  the  country,  increased  employment,  was 
of  infinite  benefit  to  the  working-classes,  and  it  is  largely 
due  to  that  policy  that  we  raise  so  magnificent  a  revenue 
now  with  so  little  effort  to  the  country. 

DUTY  ON  SUGAR. 

A  proposal  now  to  impose  a  stamp  or  licence  on  every  con- 
ceivable  thing  would  worry  and  disorganise  the  whole  social 
fabric,  and  he  thought  it  best  to  impose  a  tax  that  shall  be 
largely  productive  on  some  article  of  universal  consumption 
which  is  very  cheap,  and  at  the  same  time  not  open  to  the 
objection  that  it  would  raise  the  price  of  the  whole  amount 
of  the  article  to  the  consumer  by  a  far  larger  amount  than 
it  would  yield  to  the  Exchequer.  The  proposed  duty 
on  refined  sugar  is  4*.  2d.  per  cwt.,  diminishing  from 
that  4s.  2d.  in  certain  proportions.  One  halfpenny  per  lb. 
on  sugar  would  be  4s.  8d.  per  cwt.,  leaving  a  margin  of 
6^.,  which  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  dealers  in 
sugar  to  pay  for  the  Customs  handling,  for  the  expenses  of 
agency,  for  the  interest  on  duty,  and  any  other  charges  they 
might  have  "to  bear.  The  old  sugar-duties  were  graded  in 
five  classes,  varying  according  to  colour-test  in  descending 
shades  from  pure  white  to  yello  w  and  brown.  That  method 
was  unsatisfactory,  and  since  1874  the  polariscope  has  been 
adopted  by  the  trade,  a  scale  being  recognised  by  both 
buyers  and  sellers  under  which  the  amount  of  pure  sugar  in 
a  parcel  is  judged  according  to  the  number  of  degrees  of 
polarisation  recorded.  This  scale  forms  the  basis  of  the  tariff. 
Refined  sugar  which  polarises  above  98°,  and  amounts  to 
nearly  two-thirds  of  our  total  imports,  would  pass  direct  to 
the  distributor,  paying  the  full  duty  of  4s.  2d.  per  cwt.,  and 
the  duty  on  all  raw  sugar  polarising  below  that  degree  would 
gradually  diminish  according  to  the  following  scale: — 


Degrees  of  Polarisation 

*Percentage  of 
Duty  on  Refined 
Sugar — i.e.,  of 
4s.  2d.  per  cwt. 

Duty 
per  cwt. 

s.  d. 

Not  exceeding  76 

48 

2  0 

Exceeding  76  and  not  exceeding 

77 

49-6 

2  08 

„      77  „ 

78 

51-2 

2  1-6 

78      „ . 

79 

52'8 

2  2-4 

79  „ 

80 

544 

2  3-2 

80 

5) 

81 

56  ■ 

2  4 

81  „ 

82 

576 

2  4'8 

82 

)) 

83 

59'2 

2  5-6 

83 

84 

61 

2  6-5 

8; 

85 

62-8 

2  7-4 

85 

86 

64-6 

2  8-3 

86  „ 

87 

66-4 

2  9-2 

87  „ 

88 

68-4 

2  102 

88 

89 

70-4 

2  112 

89 

)) 

90 

72-8 

3  0'4 

90 

91 

75-2 

3  1'6 

•    „       91-  „ 

J) 

92 

77-6 

3  2-8 

92 

J) 

93 

.  80 

3  4 

93 

94 

82-4 

3  5-2 

91 

95 

84-8 

3  64 

95 

96 

87-2 

3  7-6 

„       96  „ 

J) 

97 

89-6 

3  8-8 

„       97  „ 

98 

92 

3  10 

98 

100 

4  2 

*  This  column  represents  not  only  the  percentage  of  the  full 
duty  chargeable  on  sugar  of  a  given  polarisation,  but  the  halfpence 
and  tenths  of  a  halfpenny  chargeable.  Therefore  100  deg.  =  50r7., 
or  4s.  2d.;  and  72'8  deg.  =  36 Ad. 
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GLUCOSE  AND  SACCHARIN. 

On  glucose,  which  contains  45  per  cent,  of  pure  sugar,  and 
is  used  principally  for  the  manufacture  of  jam,  aerated 
waters,  and  beer,  the  duty  will  be  1*.  Qd.  per  cwt.  The 
Chancellor  does  not  think  the  consumption  of  goods  which 
contain  sugar  will  diminish  on  account  of  this  tax,  and,  of 
course,  provision  will  be  made  for  imposing  import- duties  on 
manufactured  articles  that  come  from  foreign  countries  in 
competition  with  them,  and  allowing  manufacturers  draw- 
back on  exported  articles.  In  the  case  of  saccharin, 
however,  which  is  several  hundred  times  as  sweet  as  sugar, 
and  also  used  in  manufactures,  the  tax  proposed,  in  fairness 
to  sugar  must  be  almost  prohibitive,  and  is  1*.  3d.  per  oz. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  passed  by  the  House : — 

That  there  shall  be  charged  uii  and  alter  the  nineteenth  day  of 
April,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  the  following  Customs  import 
duties  : — ■ 

s.  d. 

Sugar  of  a  polarisation  exceeding 

98  degrees   the  cwt.    4  2 

Sugar  of  a  polarisation  not  exceed- 
ing 76  degrees      ...       ...       •••         ,)        2  0 

and  intermediate  duties  vary- 
ing between  4s.  2d.  and  2s.  on 
sugar  of  a  polarisation  not 
exceeding  98  and  exceeding 
76  degrees. 
Molasses  (including  all  sugar  and 
extracts  from  sugar  which  cannot 
be  tested  by  the  polariscope)     ...         ,,        2  0 

Glucose    „  18 

Saccharin  (including  substanoes  of 
a  like  nature  or  use)    the  oz.    1  3 

And  that  duty  shall  bs  charged  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Schedule  to  The  Customs  Tariff  Act,  1876,  on  goods  con- 
taining as  a  part  or  ingredient  thereof  any  article  liable  to  any  of 
the  above  duties. 

And  that  the  exemption  under  the  same  Schedule  from  the 
duty  on  plums  of  plums  preserved  in  sugar  shall  cease. 

WHO  PAYS  THE  TAX. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  23,  Mr.  Goddard  asked 
how  the  new  duty  on  sugar  would  apply  in  the  case  of  a 
merchant  who  had  sold  to  a  brewer  sugar  for  delivery  weekly 
during  1901. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  reply,  said  the  mer- 
chant who  imports  the  sugar  will  pay  the  duty,  but  will  be 
entitled  to  increase  his  contract-price  by  that  amount.  The 
imposition  of  the  duty  will  not  entitle  a  brewer's  sugar- 
maker  to  break  his  contract. 

In  further  reply  to  Mr.  Kearley,  he  said :  So  far  as  the 
Customs  is  concerned,  no  delay  is  taking  place  in  the  delivery 
of  imported  articles  subject  to  the  new  sugar  duties.  In 
regard  to  sugar  not  cleared  at  the  highest  rate,  the  foreign 
certificate  of  polarisation  is  accepted,  subject  to  no  question 
arising  as  to  authenticity.  In  regard  to  articles  partly  com- 
posed of  sugar,  he  did  not  think  such  declarations  could  be 
accepted  ;  duty  is  at  present  being  charged,  in  accordance 
with  the  law,  on  their  full  weight — amongthemis  condensed 
milk.  But  samples  of  such  articles  are  being  taken  in  order 
that  the  amount  of  duty  on  them  may  in  such  a  case  be 
ultimately  adjusted  as  far  as  may  be  possible  with  reference 
to  the  amount  of  sugar,  under  powers  which  will  be  inserted 
in  the  Finance  Bill.  When  the  matter  has  been  so  adjusted 
any  over-duty  will  be  returned. 


The  exports  of  drugs,  chemicals,  dyes,  and  medicines  from 
the  United  States  during  the  seven  months  ended  July  show 
the  following  increase  in  value  : — 

1900  1899  1898 

$8,271,000  §6,979,000  $5,463,000 

"  Art  op  Dispensing."  —When  a  book  runs  rapidly  through 
several  editions  iii  a  short  time,  three  things  are  indicated : 
first,  that  the  subject  is  one  in  which  general  interest  is  felt ; 
secondly,  that  this  subject  has  been  handled  capably  and 
presented  clearly  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the  book  has  in  practice 
proved  helpful  and  valuable  to  those  for  whom  it  is  intended. 
All  this  is  true  of  the  "  Art  of  Dispensing."  The  subject  is 
really  the  one  of  first  importance  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy, 
and  it  has  been  presented  here  in  a  thoroughly  helpful  and 
practical  manner. — Bulletin  of  Pharmacy. 


Saccbarin  Gaves. 


THE  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  place  an 
import-duty  of  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  upon  saccharin  and  similar 
products  was  the  natural  outcome  of  the  sugar-duty,  and  has 
not  evoked  any  protest  on  the  part  of  the 
BrtUUn  Saccharin   Corporation.     Indeed,   when  our 

representative  called  on  Mr.  Collard,  the 
manager  of  the  Corporation,  he  found  that  gentleman  quite 
placid  as  to  the  new  tax.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation 
with  our  representative  he  said  the  Corporation  were  treating 
the  matter  philosophically,  and  would  issue  a  new  scale  of 
prices  this  week.  "Although  there  are  three  grades  of 
saccharin,"  said  Mr.  Collard,  "  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  not  made  any  distinction  or  gradation  between 
them,  as  with  sugar.  This  will  practically  mean  that  the 
principal  demand  will  be  for  the  550  strength." 

Questioned  as  to  existing  contracts,  Mr.  Collard  said  the 
tax  naturally  fell  on  the  purchaser,  as  in  the  case  of  sugar 
contracts  made  prior  to  the  tax.  This  fact  as  regards  sugar 
Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  was  careful  to  allude  to  in  his  speech. 

"  Would  not  this  be  a  suitable  opportunity  for  you  to 
commence  the  manufacture  of  saccharin  in  this  country  ? " 
asked  our  representative. 

"  Not  at  all,  as  I  understand  it,"  said  Mr.  Collard,  "  for  the 
mere  fact  that  imports  alone  are  mentioned  does  not  preclude 
saccharin  being  taxed  generally  ;  in  fact,  that  I  take  to  be 
the  Chancellor's  meaning,  although  he  does  not  expressly 
say  so.  Surely  he  must  be  aware  that  glucose,  for  instance, 
is  manufactured  by  several  firms  in  this  country,  and  if  their 
product  was  not  taxed  they  would  undersell  the  imported 
stuff." 

"  How  about  the  effect  on  the  demand  ?  " 

"  I  do  not  anticipate  any  falling-off  in  the  consumption  of 
saccharin,"  Mr.  Collard  replied ;  and  he  proceeded  to  give 
reasons  for  considering  the  use  and  advantages  of  saccharin 
so  well  established  that  no  tax  placed  upon  it  with  the  view 
of  balancing  the  tax  on  sugar  can  hurt  it. 

*  *  *  * 

We  have  made  several  references  during  the  past  year  to 
the  new  Saccharin  Bill  which  the  German  Reichstag 
proposes  to  introduce  in  the  interests  of  the 
Germany.  beetroot-sugar  industry.  This  Bill  was  dis- 
cussed in  the  Reichstag  on  Monday,  April  22. 
It  is  proposed  to  place  a  tax  of  80m.  per  kilogramme,  or  about 
36s.  per  English  pound,  on  the  manufacture  of  saccharin  and 
similar  substances  in  Germany,  and  on  their  importation  from 
abroad.  This  duty  will,  it  is  estimated,  raise  the  price  in 
Germany  from  15m.  to  at  least  96m.  per  kilogramme.  The 
permission  to  sell  artificial  sweetstuffs  will  only  be  granted 
to  the  manufacturers,  to  apothekers,  and  to  persons  who 
receive  a  special  licence.  The  manufacture  for  sale  of 
articles  of  consumption  containing  saccharin  or  similar  sub- 
stances will  be  prohibited  except  in  hospitals  and  health 
resorts  for  people  suffering  from  diabetes.  The  employment 
of  artificial  sweetstuffs  will  only  be  permitted  in  the 
manufacture  of  wares  for  which  sugar  cannot  be  used,  and 
in  making  pastry  expressly  intended  for  sufferers  from 
diabetes.  The  Bill,  says  the  Times  Berlin  correspondent, 
was  welcomed  in  the  Reichstag  by  representatives  of  the 
Clerical,  the  Conservative,  and  the  National  Liberal  parties. 
Count  von  Kanitz,  the  Agrarian  leader,  went  so  far  as  to 
assert  that  saccharin  is  positively  injurious  to  health,  and 
urged  that  its  employment  in  the  manufacture  of  articles  of 
general  consumption  should  be  prohibited.  He  suggested 
that  the  State  should  take  over  the  only  factory  in  Germany 
which  is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  production  of  sac- 
charin, and  should  establish  a  monopoly  in  the  trade. 
Compensation  might  be  given  to  the  five  firms  which  are 
partially  engaged  in  this  manufacture.  The  Clerical  speaker, 
Herr  Speck,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  tax  proposed  is 
too  high,  and  he  (was  opposed  to  the  restrictions  which 
it  is  intended  to  place  on  the  trade.  Members  of  the 
Radical  and  Socialist  parties  attacked  the  Bill  as  a  weak 
concession  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  the  Agrarians 
who  represent  the  beetroot-sugar  interest.  They  denied 
that  saccharin  is  in  any  way  injurious  to  health.  The 
measure  was  eventually  referred  to  a  committee  of  twenty- 
one  members 
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Grafce  IRotes- 


Messrs.  Heath  Brothers  &  Co  ,  27  Blackfriars  Street, 
Manchester,  have  been  appointed  Manchester  agents  for  the 
preparations  of  Blanche  Leigh,  126  Oxford  Street,  W. 

John  Bond's  "  Crystal  Palace  "  marking -ink  has  been  so 
improved  by  the  proprietors  that  the  writing  with  it 
becomes  jet-black  without  heating. 

Tabloid  "  Saxin." — Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 
inform  us  "  Saxin  "  and  "  Tabloid  "  saccharin  will  be  in- 
creased in  price  to  the  following  rates: — "Saxin,"  J-gr., 
bottles  of  100  8s  6d ,  and  bottles  of  200  14s.  per  dozen ; 
"  Tabloid  "  saccharin,  i-gr.,  bottles  of  100  9s„  bottles  of  200 
15.? ,  and  bottles  of  500  34*.  per  dozen. 

Shop-fittings. — Messrs.  Baughan  &  Co.,  Walthamstow, 
have  issued  a  revised  price-list  of  shop-fittings,  which 
chemists  thinking  of  refitting  their  shops  or  adding  to  the 
littings  of  their  shops  will  do  well  to  study.  The  list  con 
tains  many  novelties  in  showcases,  there  being  apparently 
designs  to  meet  every  requirement  of  space  and  position . 
There  is  a  smartness  about  some  of  the  fittings  shown  which 
is  calculated  to  favourably  influence  customers. 

The  "Wells"  Antiseptic  Vaccination-pad  consists 
of  a  piece  of  perforated  boric  lint  inserted  in  a  double  layer 
of  Gamgee  tissue,  the  piece  of  the  latter  which  goes  next 
the  skin  being  cut  out  in  the  centre,  so  that  the  boric  lint  lies 
upon  the  excoriated  surface  of  the  skin.  The  pad  is  fixed  by 
tapes  to  go  round  the  arm,  and  two  pieces  of  sticking-plaster 
which  fix  it  at  the  top.  It  is  a  good  idea.  Messrs.  Graham 
&  Co.,  13  Dundas  Street,  Glasgow,  are  the  makers. 

Vaccination-pads— The  Sanitary  Wood-wool  Company 
(Limited),  26  Thavies  Inn,  E.C.,  inform  us,  with  reference  to 
last  week's  article  on  "  Glasgow  and  the  Small-pox,"  that 
for  the  last  ten  years,  at  least,  they  have  made  vaccination- 
pads  for  adults  as  well  as  children  ;  these  pads  answer  all 
the  requirements  of  public  vaccinators,  and  have  been 
officially  approved  of  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
samples  which  they  send  us  show  that  they  accord  with  the 
description  of  the  ideal  pad  given  by  our  contributor. 


personalities. 

Mr.  J  Crosby  Eobson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
been  elected  Chairman  of  the  Eedcar  Urban  Council. 

Mr  S  N.  Pick  ard,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ossett,  has  been 
elected  vicar's  sidesman  for  the  parish  of  South  O^sett. 

Mr  E.  J.  Clark,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  re- 
elected parish-warden  of  Sc.  Peter's  Vestry,  Malvern  Wells. 

Mr.  C.  E  Moorman,  chemist  and  druggist,  Shanklin,  Isle 
of  Wight,  has  been  elected  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Urban 
District  Council. 

Mr.  R  Lloyd,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  returned 
at  the  head  of  the  poll  as  Urban  District  Councillor  for 
Penygraig,  Rhondda  Valley. 

The  employes  of  Bleasdale  (Limited),  wholesale  druggists, 
York,  last  week  presented  Mr.  T.  C.  Atkinson,  a  member  of 
the  staff,  with  an  oak  timepiece  in  commemoration  of  his 
marriage. 

Mr.  John  Champion,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Melbourne, 
returns  to  Australia  by  the  s.s.  India  on  May  2,  after  spend- 
ing nearly  a  year  on  this  side.  Mr.  Champion  spent  the 
winter  in  the  South  of  France. 

We  had  a  call  this  week  from  Dr.  T.  C.  Avetoom,  of 
Penang,  Straits  Settlements,  who  has  c<  me  to  England  on  a 
long  holiday  with  Mrs.  Avetoom  and  his  family.  Dr. 
Avetoom  has  disposed  of  his  pharmacy  in  Penang  to  the 
Georgetown  Dispensary  (Limited),  but  retains  a  major  part 
of  the  shares  in  that  concern. 

Mr  W.  Herbert  Bean,  of  Messrs.  Bean  k  Co.,  O'Connell 
Street,  Sydney,  is  now  in  London  on  business.  Mr.  Bean's 
firm  are  the  representatives  in  Sydney  of  Messrs.  Oppen- 
heimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  Dussek  Brothers,  E.  Haehn, 
Hanover,  and  Beau?oy  k  Co.,  and  the  object  of  his  visit  is  to 
extend  the  interests  of  his  firm. 


Major  W.  Babtie,  M.B.,  V.C.,  C.M.G.,  of  the  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps,  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  that  corps.  This  gallant  officer  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
John  Babtie,  J.P.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dumbarton,  and 
won  his  Victria  Cross  at  the  battle  of  Colenso,  Natal  (vide 
C.  $  D.,  April  28,  1900,  page  685). 


Busmees  Cbanoes. 


Mr  T.  E.  Cushing,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
pharmacy  at  Ponders  End,  N. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Freeman,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening  a 
business  in  the  Broacfway,  Newbury,  Berks. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Longman,  of  Cowes,  I.W.,  has  bought  the 
business  of  Mr.  T.  H.  Chappelow,  Highbridge,  Som. 

Mr.  S.  Briggs,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  new 
premises  at  7  Gladstone  Terrace,  High  Road,  Wood  Green,  N. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Hudson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over 
the  business  of  Mr.  H.  Williams,  601  Green  Lanes,  Harringay. 

Mr.  A.  Downing,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over  the 
business  of  his  late  father,  Mr.  T.  J.  W.  Downing,  at  Stone- 
house,  Devon. 

Mr.  Wm.  Gristock,  having  procured  an  extension  of 
lease,  has  re  opened  the  pharmacy  at  97  High  Street, 
Marylebone,  W. 

Mr.  H.  T.  Parker,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired  the 
business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  Gray  at  2  Station  Road, 
Wood  Green,  N. 

Messrs.  Watts  &  Co.,  varnish-gum  merchants,  have 
removed  from  24  Leadenhall  Street,  E.G.,  to  72  to  75  Fen- 
church  Street,  E.C. 

Mr.  E.  Ahier,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  D.  L.  Evans,  1  Church  Street,  Lisson  Grove, 
Marylebone,  N.W. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Northwood,  chemist,  Gorleston,  is  opening  a 
pharmacy  at  Lewisham  High  Road,  opposite  Lewisham  Road 
Station,  L.  C.  k  D.  Railway. 

Boots  (Limited)  have  removed  their  business  from 
66  Stepney  Street,  Llanelly,  to  larger  premises  at  the  corner 
of  Stepney  and  Vaughan  Streets. 

Mr.  E.  Kingsley  Monks,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  G.  Jones  at  71 
Lavender  Hill,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. 

Mr.  Hendry,  for  many  years  manager  for  Messrs.  Tucker 
k  C>.,  lA  Obelisk  Buildings,  Lewisham,  S.E  ,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  Dawson  at  Southampton  Street,  Camber- 
well,  S.E. 

Mr.  W.  Leslie  Mayson,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has 
commenced  business  at  22a  Raikes  Road,  Blackpool,  says  in 
his  circular  to  the  public  that  "As  so  many  accidents  are 
frequently  happening,  due  to  careless  dispensing  by  un- 
qualified persons,  the  public  should  be  careful  to  take  their 
prescriptions  to  qualified  men  and  not  to  drug  companies.  The 
title  '  Chemist'  is  a  qmlification  obtained  by  examination." 


Comina  Events, 


Wednesday,  May  1. 

Pharmaceutical    Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 

Square,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.    Meeting  of  Council. 
PJiarmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 

Dublin,  at  3  p.m.    Meeting  of  Council. 
A  meeting  of  chemists  resident  in  London  and  the  Home  Counties 

at  3  P.M.,  in  the  Throne  Room,  Holborn  Restaurant,  W.C.,  to 

discuss  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Thursday,  May  2. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Soreet,  W.,  at  9  p.m. 

Musical  and  social  evening. 
Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 

The  Synthetical  Formition  of  Bridged-rings,  Part  I.  Some 

Derivatives -of  Bicyclopentane,  by  Professor  W.  H.  Perkin, 

jun.,  F.R.S.,  ana  Dr.  J.  F.  Thorpe. 


